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TNPSC GROUP I / II 
ANCIENT INDIA - MAURYAS 

 
1. Which one the following pair of Mahajanapada is wrongly matched? 

A. Magadha- Bihar    B. Avanti- Ujjain 
C. Kosala- western Uttar Pradesh  D. Vatsa- Allahabad 

 gpd;tUtdtw;Ws; jtwhf nghUj;jg;gl;Ls;s kfh[dgjk; vJ? 
 A. kfjh – gPfhh;     B. mte;jp – c[;i[apd; 
 C. Nfhryh – Nkw;F cj;jpugpuNjrk; D. th];jh – myfhghj; 
 

2. According to Mauryan sources, which is not a secular literature in 
Mauryan empire. 
A. Arthasastra   B. Mudrarakshasa 
C. Agananuru   D. Anguttra Nikya 
nkshpa Mjhuq;fspd; gb> vJ nkshpa rhk;uh[;[paj;jpd; kjrhh;gw;w 
,yf;fpak; my;y? 
A. mh;j;jrh];jpuk;  B. Kj;uhuhf;rrk; 
C. mfehD}W   D. mq;Fl;uh epf;fpah 

 
3. Who was the founder of Mauryan Dynasty? 

A. Chandragupta Maurya  B. Ashoka 
C. Bindusara    D. Kumargutpa 

 nkshpa Nguuir Njhw;Wtpj;jth; ahh;? 
 A. re;jpuFg;j nkshpah;   B. mNrhfh; 
 C. gpe;Jrhuh;    D. FkhuFg;jh; 
 

4. When did the Mauryan Period start? 
A. 322 BC  B. 332 BC  C. 342 BC  D. 352 BC 
nkshpah; fhyk; vg;NghJ njhlq;fpaJ? 
A. 322 BC  B. 332 BC  C. 342 BC  D. 352 BC 

 
5. Who is the prime minister of Chandragupta Maurya? 

A. Chanakkya  B. Selecus 
C. Visakha Datta  D. Kumargupta 
re;jpuFg;u nkshpahpd; gpujk mikr;rh; ahh;? 
A. rhzf;fpah;  B. nrYf]; 
C. tprhfjj;jh;  D. FkhuFg;jh; 
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6. Which last Nanda ruler killed by Chandragupta Maurya? 
A. Mahapadma Nanda  B. Dhana Nanda 
C. Shisunaga Nanda  D. None of these 
re;jpuFg;j nkshpauhy; nfhy;yg;gl;l filrp ee;jtk;rj;J Ml;rpahsh; ahh;? 
A. kfhgj;k ee;jh;  B. jdee;jh; 
C. rpRehf ee;jh;   D. ,th; vtUkpyh; 
 

7. Who was defeated by Chandragupta Maurya on the banks of Sindhu? 
A. Alexander  B. Seleucus Nekator 
C. Birbhadra  D. Dhana Nanda 

 rpe;Jejpf;fiuapy; re;jpuFg;j nkshpauhy; Njhw;fbf;fg;gl;lth; ahh;? 
 A. mnyf;rhz;lh;  B. nrYf]; epf;Nfl;lh; 
 C. gPh;gj;uh   D. jdee;jh; 
 

8. Megastheneses visited India during the reign of 
A. Chandragupta Maurya B. Chandragupta II 
C. Ashoka    D. Bindusara 
ahUila Ml;rpfhyj;jpy; nkf];jdp]; ,e;jpahtpw;F tUif Ghpe;jhh;? 
A. re;jpuFg;j nkshpah;  B. ,uz;lhk; re;jpuFg;jh; 
C. mNrhfh;    D. gpe;Jrhuh; 
 

9. Who accompanied Chandragupta Maurya during his South Indian visit? 
A. Sthalabahu  B. Badrabahu C. Mogallana D. Ananda 
re;jpuFg;j nkshpahpd; njd;dpe;jpa gazj;jpd; NghJ cld; nrd;wth; ahh;? 
A. ];jygh`_ B. gj;ughF  C. Nkhfy;ydh D. Mde;jh 
 

10. Who had first largest empire in India? 
A. Haryanka B. Sisu naga C. Mauryas  D. Nandhas 

 ,e;jpahtpy; Njhd;wpa Kjy; nghpa NguuR vJ? 
 A. Mh;aq;fk; B. rpRehfh;fs;; C. nkshpah;fs;  D. ee;jh;fs; 
 
11. Which is not a foreign literature for Mauryan sources? 

A. Dipavamsa B. Mahavamsa C. Cullavamsa  D. Purananuru 
nkshpa Mjhuq;fSf;fhd ntspehl;L ,yf;fpaky;yhjJ vJ? 
A. jPgtk;rk; B. kfhtk;rk; C. Fs;stk;rk;  D. GwehD}W 

 
12. ’’Devanam Priya’’ the term refers to a Mauryan king 

A. Asoka  B. Bindusara     C. Chandra gupta  D. Dasaratha 
 Njtdhk; gphpah vd;w nrhy; ve;j nkshpa kd;diuf; Fwpf;fpwJ? 
 A. mNrhfh;  B. gpe;Jrhuh; C. re;jpuFg;jh;  D. jrujh; 
 
13. The horror of Kalinga war was described by Asoka in his 

A. Rock edict-13   B. Rock edict-14 
     C. Pillar edict-13   D. Cave edict-8 
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 fypq;fg;Nghhpd; Nfhuk; gw;wp mNrhfh; jdJ ______ ,y; tpthpf;fpwhh; 
 A. 13tJ ghiwf; fy;ntl;L B. 14tJ ghiwf; fy;ntl;L 
 C. 13tJ J}z; fy;ntl;L D. 8tJ Fiff; fy;ntl;L 
 
14. The emblem of Indian republic has been adopted from lion capital taken 

from 
A. Kausambi B. Sanchi  C. Lumbini   D. Sarnath 
,e;jpa Fbaurpd; rpd;dj;jpy; ,lk;ngw;;Ws;s rpq;f Kfk; vjpypUe;J 
ngwg;gl;lJ? 
A. nfsrhk;gp B. rhQ;rp  C. Yk;gpdp   D. rhuehj; 

 
15. Third Buddhist council was conducted by Asoka at 

A. Rajagriha  B. Vaisali 
C. Kundalavadana D. Pataliputra 
%d;whtJ Gj;j khehl;bid mNrhfh; vq;F elj;jpdhh;? 
A. ,uh[fphpfh  B. itrhyp 
C. Fe;jytjdh  D. ghlypGj;jpuk; 

 
16. Who deciphered Ashokan Inscriptions? 

A. James Princep B. S. R. Rao 
C. M. Wheeler  D. None of these 
mNrhfuJ vOj;JfSf;F nghUs; fz;lwpe;jth; ahh;? 
A. N[k;]; gphpd;nrg; B. S.R. uht; 
C. M. tPyh;  D. vtUkpy;iy 

 
17. The Ashoka pillar at Allahabad provides information about the reign of 

which Gupta king? 
A. Chandragupta Maurya B. Chandragupta 
C. Chandragupta II  D. Samudragupta 
myfhghj;jpy; cs;s mNrhfuJ J}zpy; cs;s jfty;fs; ve;j Fg;j 
kd;dhpd; Ml;rp gw;wp njhptpf;fpwJ? 
A. re;jpuFg;j nkshpah;  B. re;jpuFg;jh; 
C. ,uz;lhk; re;jpuFg;jh; D. rKj;jpuFg;jh; 

 
18. Which king is known as ‘Constantine of Buddhism‘? 

A. Chandragupta Maurya  B. Bindusara 
C. Vishnu Gupta    D. Asoka 
Gj;j kjj;jpd; fhd;];ld;ild; vd;wiof;fg;gl;lth; ahh;? 
A. re;jpuFg;j nkshpah;   B. gpe;Jrhuh; 
C. tp~;ZFg;jh;    D. mNrhfh; 

 
19. Which was the famous education centre of the Mauryan period? 

A. Varanasi B. Takshasila C. Patliputra D. Nalanda 
nkshpah; fhy Gfo;ngw;w fy;tp ikak; vJ? 
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A. thuzhrp B. jl;rrPyk; C. ghlypGj;jpuk;  D. ehse;jh 
 
20. The decline of the Nandas at the hands of Kautilya and Chandragupta 

Maurya has been vividly portrayed in the Sanskrit play written by 
Kalidasa 
A. Mudrarakshas B. Devichandragupta 
C. Malavikagnimitram  D. Mrichhakatika 
ee;jh;fspd; tPo;r;rp nfsby;ah kw;Wk; re;jpuFg;j nkshpahpd; iffspy; jhd; 
,Ue;jJ vd;gij fhspjhrhpd; ve;j rk];fpUj E}ypy; tpthpf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ? 
A. Kj;uhuhf;rrk;   B. Njtpre;jpuFg;jk; 
C. khstpfhf;dpkpj;uk;  D. kpUr;rfbfk; 
 

21. The Mauryan administration was highly 
A. Decentralized  B. Bureaucratic 
C. Centralized  D. Despotic 
nkshpa eph;thfkhdJ kpfTk; ______ 
A. gutyhf;fg;gl;lJ  B. mjpfhuj;JtkhdJ 
C. xd;wpakakhf;fg;gl;lJ D. rh;thjpfhukhdJ 
 

22. Dharmamahamatras were __________ during the Mauryans 
A. Officials  B. Buddhist Monks 
C. Jain Monks  D. Soldier 
jh;kkfhkhj;jpuh;fs; nkshpah; fhy __________ 
A. mjpfhhpfs;  B. Gj;j Jwtpfs; 
C. rkz Jwtpfs; D. Nghh; tPuh;fs; 
 

23. The most commonly used coin during the Mauryan period was 
A. Karashopana  B. Nishka 
C. Suvarna   D. Kakini 
nkshpah; fhyj;jpy; mjpfk; Gof;fj;jpy; ,Ue;j ehzak; ________ 

 A. fhuNrhgdh  B. ep~;fh 
 C. Rth;dh   D. fhf;dp 

 
24. During  Mauryan period  Town administration was under the control of  

A. Yuva raja  B. Pradesika 
C. Nagarika  D. Sthanika 
nkshpah; fhyj;jpy; efu eph;thfk; ahUila fl;Lg;ghl;by; ,Ue;jJ? 
A. Atuh[h   B. gpuNjrpfh 
C. efhpfh   D. ];jdpfh 
 

25. During the period of Mauryan administration village was under the 
control of 
A. Yuktas  B. Nagarika C. Sthanika  D. Gopas 
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 nkshpah; fhyj;jpy; fpuhk eph;thfk; ahUila fl;Lg;ghl;by; ,Ue;jJ? 
 A. Af;jh];  B. efhpfh  C. ];jdpfh  D. Nfhgh; 
 
26. The correct descending order of the Mauryan officers, at the district level, 

was 
A. Rajuka pradeshika yukta  B. Yukta rajuka pradeshika 
C. Pradeshika yukta rajuka  D. Pradeshika rajuka yukta 
khtl;l mstpyhd nkshpa mjpfhhpfis ,wq;F thpirapy; vOJf 
A. u[_fh gpuNjrpfh Af;jh  B. Af;jh u[_fh gpuNjrpfh 
C. gpuNjrpfh Af;jh u[_fh  D. gpuNjrpfh u[_fh Af;jh 
 

27. During the Mauryan period the administration was in the hands of 
A. three boards  B. four boards 
C. five boards  D. six boards 
nkshpah; fhyj;jpy; eph;thfkhdJ ________ ifapy; ,Ue;jJ 
A. %d;W thhpaq;fs;  B. ehd;F thhpaq;fs; 
C. Ie;J thhpaq;fs;  D. MW thhpaq;fs; 
 

28. Sudharshana lake was constructed during the period of 
A. Asoka    B. Bindusara  
C. Chandra gupta maurya D. Dana Nandha 
Rjh;d Vhp ahUila fhyj;jpy; fl;lg;gl;lJ? 
A. mNrhfh;    B. gpe;Jrhuh; 
C. re;jpuFg;j nkshpah;  D. jd ee;jh; 
 

29. Choose the correct statement regarding reasons for the decline of Mauryas 
1. Asoka”s sucessors are weak 
2. Invasion by Greek Bactrians. 
3. Revolt  of Pusyamitra Sungas  
A. 1 only    B. 2 and 3 only 
C. None       D. all the above 
nkshpah;fspd; tPo;r;rpf;fhd rhpahd fhuzf; $w;iw fz;lwpf 
1. mNrhfUf;F gpd; te;jth;fs; gytPdkhdth;fs; 
2. fpNuf; ghf;bhpah;fspd; gilnaLg;G 
3. G~;akpj;jpu Rq;fh;fspd; Gul;rp 
A. 1 kl;Lk;  B. 2 kw;Wk; 3 kl;Lk; 
C. VJkpy;iy D. ,it midj;Jk; 
 

30. The Sultan of Delhi who transferred two monolithic Mauryan pillars to 
Delhi to beautify his capital, was 
A. Iltutmish  B. Alauddin Khalji 
C. Firuz Tughluq D. Muhammad-bin-Tughluq 
ve;j nly;yp Ry;jhd; nkshpah;fspd; ,uz;L xw;iw J}z;fis jdJ 
jiyefiu moFgLj;j nly;ypf;F khw;wpdhh;? 
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A. ,y;J];kp];  B. myhTjpd; fpy;[p 
C. gpNuh~; Jf;sf; D. Kfk;kJ gpd; Jf;sf; 
 

31. Kandasodhan Judicial Administration is referred as 
A. Courts   B. Prisons 
C. Toll Centre  D Punishment 
ePjp eph;thfj;jpy; fe;jNrhjd; vdg;gLtJ _________ 
A. ePjpkd;wq;fs;  B. rpiwr;rhiyfs; 
C. Rq;f ikak;  D. jz;lid 
 

32. Asoka Edicts were written in 
1. Brahmi  2. Karoshti  3. Greek  4. Aramaic 
A. 1 only  B. 3 & 4 only C. 2, 3, 4 only D. All of these 
mNrhfuJ fy;ntl;Lfs; vOjg;gl;l nkhopfs; 
1. gpuhkp  2. fNuh~;b  3. fpNuf;fk;  4. muhkpf; 
A. 1 kl;Lk;   B. 3 & 4 kl;Lk;  
C. 2> 3> 4 kl;Lk;  D. ,it midj;Jk; 
 

33. Battle of Hydapses is referred as 
A. Indus  B. Chenab  C. Jhelum  D. Ravi 
nryk; Nghh; vjDld; njhlh;gilaJ? 
A. rpe;J  B. nrdhg;  C. [{yk;  D. uhtp 
 

34. Which inscription records a canal (aqueduct) built by Nandha Kings? 
A. Taxilla  B. Hatigumpha  C. Girnar  D. Rampura 
ee;j murh;fs; fl;ba fhy;thia gw;wp ve;j fy;ntl;L Fwpg;gpLfpwJ? 
A. jl;rpyk;  B. `jpFk;gh  C. fph;dhh;  D. uhk;Guk; 
 

35. During Mauryan Rule, king was entitle to collect taxes  
A. 1/3 of produce  B. 1/4 of produce 
C. 1/6 of produce   D. 1/8 of produce 
nkshpah; Ml;rp fhyj;jpy; murUf;F vt;tsT thp t#ypf;f 
chpikapUe;jJ? 
A. cw;gj;jpapy; %d;wpy; xU gq;F 
B. cw;gj;jpapy; ehd;fpy; xU gq;F 
C. cw;gj;jpapy; Mwpy; xU gq;F 
D. cw;gj;jpapy; vl;by; xU gq;F 
 

36. In which Edict, Asoka insisted all the religion should co-exist and ascetics 
of all religion were honoured  
A. Rock Edict 1  B. Rock Edict 4 
C. Rock Edict 6  D. Rock Edict 7 and 12 
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mNrhfh; jdJ ve;j ghiwf; fy;ntl;by;> midj;J kjq;fSk; xd;wpize;J 
,Uf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;Wk; midj;J kjj;jpd; JwtpfSk; kjpf;fg;glNtz;Lk; 
vd;Wk; typAWj;jpdhh;? 
A. ghiw fy;ntl;L 1  B. ghiw fy;ntl;L 4 
C. ghiw fy;ntl;L 6  D. ghiw fy;ntl;L 7 kw;Wk; 12 
 

37. Sanskrit language and Literature was enriched by the work of great 
grammarian _________ 
A. Chanakya  B. Vishakadata 
C. Katyayana  D. Pamini 
ve;j ,yf;fz epGzhpd; gilg;Gfshy; rk];fpUj nkhopAk; ,yf;fpaKk; 
tsg;gLj;jg;gl;ld? 
A. rhzf;fpah;  B. tprhfjj;jh; 
C. fhj;ahazh;  D. ghkpdp 
 

38. Which is wrongly matched? 
A. Megesthanes  - Indica 
B. Vishnugupta  - Arthasastra  
C. Panini   - Mahavamsa 
D. Vishakatada  - Mudrarakshasha 
jtwhd ,iziaf; fhz;f 
A. nkf];jdp];  - ,z;bfh 
B. tp~;ZFg;jh;  - mh;j;jrh];jpuk; 
C. ghdpdp   - kfhtk;rk; 
D. tp~hfjj;jh;  - Kj;uhuhf;rrk; 
 

39. “Sarthavaha” in Mauryan Literature is 
A. Sea – borne trades  B. Caravan Leader 
C. Craft – Leader   D. Guild 
“rh;j;jthfh” vd;gJ nkshpa ,yf;fpaj;jpy; 
A. fly; top tzpfk;  B. tzpfr; rhj;J  
C. kuf;fyk; - jiyth;  D. tzpff;FO 
 

40. Buddhist Jatakas, refer merchant had Trade – relation with 
A. Malaya  B. China  C. Roman  D. Austria  
Gj;jh;fspd; [jf fijfspy; tzpfh;fs; tzpfj; njhlh;G nfhz;bUe;jJ 
_________ 
A. kyhah  B. rPdh  C. NuhkhGhp  D. M];jphpah 
 


