
 

 

 
 
 
 
Combined Civil Services Examination II – Revised Syllabus 

(Interview Posts and Non-Interview Posts) 
General Studies (Preliminary Examination) 

 

Topics for Objective Type 
 

UNIT-I : GENERAL SCIENCE 
 

i. Scientific Knowledge and Scientific temper - Power of Reasoning - 
Rote Learning Vs Conceptual Learning - Science as a tool to 
understand the past, present and future. 
 

ii. Nature of Universe - General Scientific Laws – Mechanics - Properties 
of Matter, Force, Motion and Energy – Everyday application of the 
basic principles of Mechanics, Electricity and Magnetism, Light, 
Sound, Heat, Nuclear Physics, Laser, Electronics and 
Communications. 
 

iii. Elements and Compounds, Acids, Bases, Salts, Petroleum Products, 
Fertilizers, Pesticides. 
 

iv. Main concepts of Life Science, Classification of Living Organisms, 
Evolution, Genetics, Physiology, Nutrition, Health and Hygiene, 
Human diseases. 
 

v. Environment and Ecology. 
 

UNIT-II: CURRENT EVENTS 
 

i. History - Latest diary of events - National symbols - Profile of States - 
Eminent personalities and places in news – Sports - Books and 
authors. 
 

ii. Polity - Political parties and political system in India – Public 
awareness and General administration - Welfare oriented 
Government schemes and their utility, Problems in Public Delivery 
Systems. 
 

iii. Geography - Geographical landmarks. 
 



 

 

iv. Economics - Current socio - economic issues. 
 

v. Science - Latest inventions in Science and Technology. 
 
UNIT- III: GEOGRAPHY OF INDIA 
 

i. Location – Physical features - Monsoon, rainfall, weather and climate 
- Water resources - Rivers in India - Soil, minerals and natural 
resources - Forest and wildlife - Agricultural pattern. 
 

ii. Transport - Communication.  
 

iii. Social geography – Population density and distribution - Racial, 
linguistic groups and major tribes. 
 

iv. Natural calamity – Disaster Management – Environmental pollution: 
Reasons and preventive measures – Climate change – Green energy. 

 
UNIT – IV: HISTORY AND CULTURE OF INDIA 
 

i. Indus valley civilization - Guptas, Delhi Sultans, Mughals and 
Marathas - Age of Vijayanagaram and Bahmani Kingdoms - South 
Indian history. 
 

ii. Change and Continuity in the Socio - Cultural History of India. 
 

iii. Characteristics of Indian culture, Unity in diversity – Race, language, 
custom. 
 

iv. India as a Secular State, Social Harmony. 
 

UNIT-V: INDIAN POLITY 
 

i. Constitution of India - Preamble to the Constitution – Salient features 
of the Constitution - Union, State and Union Territory. 
 

ii. Citizenship, Fundamental rights, Fundamental duties, Directive 
Principles of State Policy. 
 

iii. Union Executive, Union legislature – State Executive, State 
Legislature – Local governments, Panchayat Raj. 
 

iv. Spirit of Federalism: Centre - State Relationships. 
 



 

 

v. Election - Judiciary in India – Rule of law. 
 

vi. Corruption in public life – Anti-corruption measures – Lokpal and 
Lok Ayukta - Right to Information - Empowerment of women - 
Consumer protection forums, Human rights charter. 

 
UNIT-VI: INDIAN ECONOMY 
 

i. Nature of Indian economy – Five year plan models – an assessment – 
Planning Commission and Niti Ayog. 
 

ii. Sources of revenue – Reserve Bank of India – Fiscal Policy and 
Monetary Policy - Finance Commission – Resource sharing between 
Union and State Governments - Goods and Services Tax. 
 

iii. Structure of Indian Economy and Employment Generation, Land 
reforms and Agriculture - Application of Science and Technology in 
agriculture - Industrial growth - Rural welfare oriented programmes 
– Social problems – Population, education, health, employment, 
poverty. 

 
UNIT-VII: INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT 
 

i. National renaissance – Early uprising against British rule – Indian 
National Congress - Emergence of leaders – B.R.Ambedkar, Bhagat 
Singh, Bharathiar, V.O.Chidambaranar, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Kamarajar, Mahatma Gandhi, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Thanthai 
Periyar, Rajaji, Subash Chandra Bose and others. 
 

ii. Different modes of Agitation: Growth of Satyagraha and Militant 
movements. 
 

iii. Communalism and partition. 
 
UNIT- VIII: HISTORY, CULTURE, HERITAGE AND SOCIO - 
POLITICAL MOVEMENTS IN TAMIL NADU 
 

i. History of Tamil Society, related Archaeological discoveries, Tamil 
Literature from Sangam age till contemporary times. 
 

ii. Thirukkural :  
a. Significance as a Secular literature 



 

 

b. Relevance to Everyday Life 
c. Impact of Thirukkural on Humanity 
d. Thirukkural and Universal Values - Equality, Humanism, etc 
e. Relevance to Socio - Politico - Economic affairs 
f. Philosophical content in Thirukkural 

 

iii. Role of Tamil Nadu in freedom struggle - Early agitations against 
British Rule - Role of women in freedom struggle. 

iv. Evolution of 19th and 20th Century Socio-Political movements in 
Tamil Nadu - Justice Party, Growth of Rationalism - Self Respect 
Movement, Dravidian movement and Principles underlying both 
these movements, Contributions of Thanthai Periyar and Perarignar 
Anna. 

 

UNIT – IX : DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION IN TAMIL NADU 
 

i. Human Development Indicators in Tamil Nadu and a comparative 
assessment across the Country – Impact of Social Reform movements 
in the Socio - Economic Development of Tamil Nadu. 

ii. Political parties and Welfare schemes for various sections of people – 
Rationale behind Reservation Policy and access to Social Resources - 
Economic trends in Tamil Nadu – Role and impact of social welfare 
schemes in the Socio – economic development of Tamil Nadu. 

iii. Social Justice and Social Harmony as the Cornerstones of Socio - 
Economic development. 

iv. Education and Health systems in Tamil Nadu. 
v. Geography of Tamil Nadu and its impact on Economic growth. 
vi. Achievements of Tamil Nadu in various fields. 
vii. e-governance in Tamil Nadu. 

 
UNIT-X: APTITUDE AND MENTAL ABILITY 
 

i. Simplification – Percentage - Highest Common Factor (HCF) - Lowest 
Common Multiple (LCM).  

ii. Ratio and Proportion. 
iii. Simple interest - Compound interest - Area - Volume – Time and 

Work. 
iv. Logical Reasoning - Puzzles - Dice - Visual Reasoning – Alpha 

numeric Reasoning – Number Series. 
 



 

 

 

xUq;fpize;j Fbik gzpfs; Njh;T II 

(Neh;Kfj;Njh;T gjtpfs; kw;Wk; Neh;Kfj;Njh;T my;yhj gjtpfs;) 
nghJ mwpT (Kjy; epiy Njh;T) 

 
nfhs;Fwp tiffSf;fhd jiyg;Gfs; 

 

myF I – nghJ mwptpay; 
 

i. mwptpay; mwpT kw;Wk; mwptpay; czh;T – gFj;jwpjy; - nghUs; 
czuhky; fw;wYk; fUj;Jzh;e;J fw;wYk; - fle;jfhyk;> epfo;fhyk;> 
vjph;fhyk; gw;wp Ghpe;J nfhs;tjw;fhd xU fUtp mwptpay; 
 

ii. Nguz;lj;jpd; ,ay;G – nghJ mwptpay; tpjpfs; - ,af;ftpay; - 
gUg;nghUspd; gz;Gfs;> tpir> ,af;fk; kw;Wk; Mw;wy; - md;whl tho;tpy; 
,af;ftpay;> kpd;dpay;> fhe;jtpay;> xsp> xyp> ntg;gk;> mZf;fU 
,aw;gpay;> Nyrh;> kpd;dZtpay; kw;Wk; jfty; njhlh;gpay; Mfpatw;wpd; 
mbg;gil Nfhl;ghLfspd; gad;ghLfs; 

iii. jdpkq;fSk; Nrh;kq;fSk;> mkpyq;fs;> fhuq;fs;> cg;Gfs;> ngl;Nuhypa 
nghUl;fs;> cuq;fs;> g+r;rpnfhy;ypfs; 
 

iv. caphpaypd; Kf;fpa Nfhl;ghLfs;> caph; cyfpd; tifg;ghL> ghpzhkk;> 
kugpay;> clypaq;fpay;> cztpay;> cly; eyk; kw;Wk; Rfhjhuk;> kdpj 
Neha;fs; 
 

v. Rw;Wg;Gwr;#oy; kw;Wk; #oypay; 
 

myF II – elg;G epfo;Tfs; 
 

i. tuyhW – mz;ik epfo;Tfspd; njhFg;G – Njrpar; rpd;dq;fs; - 
khepyq;fs; Fwpj;j tptuq;fs; - nra;jpfspy; ,lk;ngw;w rpwe;j 
MSikfSk; ,lq;fSk; - tpisahl;L – E}y;fSk; Mrphpah;fSk; 
 

ii. Ml;rpapay; - ,e;jpahtpy; murpay; fl;rpfSk; Ml;rpapay; KiwikfSk; - 
nghJ tpopg;Gzh;Tk; nghJ eph;thfKk; - eyd;rhh; muRj; jpl;lq;fSk; 
mtw;wpd; gad;ghLk;> nghJ tpepNahf mikg;Gfspy; epyTk; rpf;fy;fs; 
 

iii. Gtpapay; - Gtpapay; milahsq;fs; 
 

iv. nghUshjhuk; - jw;Nghija r%f nghUshjhu gpur;rpidfs; 
 

v. mwptpay; - mwptpay; kw;Wk; njhopy;El;gj;jpy; mz;ikf;fhy 
fz;Lgpbg;Gfs; 

 

myF III ,e;jpahtpy; Gtpapay; 
 



 

 

i. miktplk; - ,aw;if mikg;Gfs; - gUtkio> kiog;nghopT> thdpiy 
kw;Wk; fhyepiy – ePh; tsq;fs; - ,e;jpa MWfs; - kz;> fdpk tsq;fs; 
kw;Wk; ,aw;if tsq;fs; - fhL kw;Wk; td caphpdq;fs; - Ntshz; 
Kiwfs; 

ii. Nghf;Ftuj;J jfty; njhlh;G 
iii. r%fg; Gtpapay; - kf;fs;njhif mlh;j;jp kw;Wk; guty; - ,dk;> nkhopf; 

FOf;fs; kw;Wk; Kf;fpag; goq;Fbfs; 
iv. ,aw;ifg; Nghplh; - Nghplh; Nkyhz;ik – Rw;Wr;#oy; khRgLjy; - 

fhuzq;fSk; jLg;G KiwfSk; - gUtepiy khw;wk; - gRik Mw;wy; 
 

myF IV - ,e;jpahtpd; tuyhWk; gz;ghLk; 
 

i. rpe;Jntsp ehfhpfk; - Fg;jh;fs;> jpy;yp Ry;jhd;fs;> Kfyhah;fs; kw;Wk; 
kuhj;jpah;fs; - tp[aefu kw;Wk; ghkpdp muRfspd; fhyk; - njd;dpe;jpa 
tuyhW 

ii. ,e;jpa r%fg; gz;ghl;L tuyhw;wpy; khw;wq;fSk; njhlh;r;rpAk; 
iii. ,e;jpag; gz;ghl;bd; ,ay;Gfs;> Ntw;Wikapy; xw;Wik - ,dk;> nkhop> 

tof;fhW 
iv. ,e;jpah xU kjr;rhh;gw;w ehL> r%f ey;ypzf;fk; 

 

myF V. ,e;jpa Ml;rpapay; 
 

i. ,e;jpa murpayikg;G – murpayikg;gpd; KfTiu – murpayikg;gpd; 
Kf;fpa $Wfs; - xd;wpak;> khepyk; kw;Wk; a+dpad; gpuNjrq;fs; 
 

ii. FbAhpik> mbg;gil chpikfs;> mbg;gilf; flikfs;> murpd; 
newpKiwf; Nfhl;ghLfs; 
 

iii. Xd;wpa eph;thfk;> xd;wpa ehlhSkd;wk; - khepy eph;thfk;> khepy 
rl;lkd;wk; - cs;shl;rp mikg;Gfs;> gQ;rhaj;J uh[; 
 

iv. $l;lhl;rpapd; mbg;gilj; jd;ikfs;: kj;jpa – khepy cwTfs; 
 

v. Njh;jy; - ,e;jpa ePjp mikg;Gfs; - rl;lj;jpd; Ml;rp 
 

vi. nghJtho;tpy; Coy; - Coy; jLg;G eltbf;iffs; - Nyhf;ghy; kw;Wk; 
Nyhf; MAf;jh – jfty; chpik – ngz;fSf;F mjpfhukspj;jy; - 
Efh;Nthh; ghJfhg;G mikg;Gfs; - kdpj chpikfs; rhrdk; 

 

myF VI - ,e;jpag; nghUshjhuk; 
 

i. ,e;jpag; nghUshjhuj;jpd; ,ay;Gfs; - Ie;jhz;L jpl;l khjphpfs; - xU 
kjpg;gpL – jpl;lf;FO kw;Wk; epjp MNahf; 
 

ii. tUtha; Mjhuq;fs; - ,e;jpa hprh;t; tq;fp – epjp nfhs;if kw;Wk; 
gztpay; nfhs;if – epjp Mizak; - kj;jpa khepy 
muRfSf;fpilNaahd epjpg; gfph;T – ruf;F kw;Wk; Nrit thp 
 



 

 

iii. ,e;jpa nghUshjhu mikg;G kw;Wk; Ntiytha;g;G cUthf;fk;> epyr; 
rPh;j;jpUj;jq;fs; kw;Wk; Ntshz;ik – Ntshz;ikapy; mwptpay; njhopy; 
El;gj;jpd; gad;ghL – njhopy; tsh;r;rp – Cuf eyd;rhh; jpl;lq;fs; - 
r%fg; gpur;rpidfs; - kf;fs;njhif> fy;tp> eytho;T> Ntiytha;g;G 
tWik 

 
 

myF VII ,e;jpa Njrpa ,af;fk; 
 

i. Njrpa kWkyh;r;rp – Mq;fpNyah; Ml;rpf;F vjpuhd njhlf;f fhy vOr;rpfs; 
- ,e;jpa Njrpa fhq;fpu]; - jiyth;fs; cUthjy; - gp.Mh;. mk;Ngj;fh;> 
gfj;rpq;> ghujpahh;> t.c. rpjk;gudhh;> [tfh;yhy;NeU> fhkuhrh;> kfhj;kh 
fhe;jp> nksyhdh mGy;fyhk; Mrhj;> je;ij nghpahh;> ,uh[h[p> Rgh~; 
re;jpu Ngh]; kw;Wk; gyh; 
 

ii. tpLjiyg; Nghuhl;lj;jpd; gy;NtW epiyfs;: mfpk;ir Kiwapd; tsh;r;rp 
kw;Wk; Gul;rpfu ,af;fq;fs; 
 

iii. tFg;G thjk; kw;Wk; Njrg;gphptpid 
 

myF VIII jkpo;ehl;bd; tuyhW> kuG> gz;ghL kw;Wk; r%f – murpay; 
,af;fq;fs; 
 

i. jkpo; rKjha tuyhW> mJ njhlh;ghd njhy;ypay; fz;Lgpbg;Gfs;> rq;f 
fhyk; Kjy; ,f;fhyk; tiuapyhd jkpo; ,yf;fpa tuyhW 
 

ii. jpUf;Fws; 
a. kjr;rhh;gw;w jdpj;jd;ikAs;s ,yf;fpak; 
b. md;whl tho;tpaNyhL njhlh;Gj;jd;ik 
c. khDlj;jpd; kPjhd jpUf;Fwspd; jhf;fk; 
d. jpUf;FwSk; khwhj tpOkpaq;fSk; kdpjNeak;> rkj;Jtk; - 

Kjyhdit 
e. r%f murpay; nghUshjhu epfo;Tfspy; jpUf;Fwspd; nghUj;jg;ghL 
f. jpUf;Fwspy; jj;Jtf; Nfhl;ghLfs; 

 
iii. tpLjiyg; Nghuhl;lj;jpy; jkpo;ehl;bd; gq;F – Mq;fpNyaUf;F vjpuhd 

njhlf;f fhy fpsh;r;rpfs; - tpLjiyg; Nghuhl;lj;jpy; ngz;fspd; gq;F 
 

iv. gj;njhd;gJ kw;Wk; ,Ugjhk; E}w;whz;Lfspy; jkpo;ehl;bd; r%f – murpay; 
,af;fq;fspd; ghpzhk tsh;r;rp – ePjpf;fl;rp> gFj;jwpT thjj;jpd; tsh;r;rp 
– Rakhpahij ,af;fk;> jpuhtpl ,af;fk; kw;Wk; ,t;tpaf;fq;fSf;fhd 
mbg;gil nfhs;iffs;> je;ij nghpahh; kw;Wk; NguwpQh; mz;zhtpd; 
gq;fspg;Gfs; 

 

myF IX jkpofj;jpy; tsh;r;rp eph;thfk; 
 



 

 

i. jkpo;ehl;bd; kdpjts Nkk;ghl;Lf; FwpaPLfSk; mtw;iw Njrpa kw;Wk; gpw 
khepyq;fSf;fhd FwpaPLfSld; xg;gha;Tk; - jkpofj;jpd; r%f 
nghUshjhu tsh;r;rpf;F r%f kWkyh;r;rp ,af;fq;fspd; gq;fspg;G 
 

ii. murpay; fl;rpfSk; gyjug;G kf;fSf;fhd eyj;jpl;lq;fSk; - ,l 
xJf;fPl;Lf; nfhs;iff;fhd epahaq;fSk; r%f tsq;fisg; ngWk; 
tha;g;GfSk; - jkpofj;jpd; nghUshjhu Nghf;Ffs; - jkpofj;jpd; r%f 
nghUshjhu tsh;r;rpapy; r%feyj; jpl;lq;fspd; jhf;fKk; gq;fspg;Gk; 
 

iii. r%f epjpAk; r%f ey;ypzf;fKk; r%fg; nghUshjhu Nkk;ghl;bd; 
%yhjhuq;fs; 
 

iv. jkpofj;jpd; fy;tp kw;Wk; eytho;T Kiwikfs;  
 

v. jkpofg; Gtpapay; $WfSk; nghUshjhu tsh;r;rpapy; mtw;wpd; jhf;fKk; 
 

vi. gy;NtW Jiwfspy; jkpofk; epfo;j;jpAs;s rhjidfs; 
 

vii. jkpofj;jpy; kpd;dhSif 
 

myF X – jpwdwpTk; kdf;fzf;F Ez;zwpTk; (Aptitude and Mental 
Ability) 
 

i. RUf;Fjy; kPg;ngW nghJf; fhuzp (HCF) – tpOf;fhL – kPr;rpW nghJ 
klq;F (LCM) 
 

ii. tpfpjk; kw;Wk; tpfpjhrhuk; 
 

iii. jdptl;b> $l;Ltl;b – gug;G – nfhs;ssT – fhyk; kw;Wk; Ntiy 
 

iv. jUf;ff; fhuztpay; - Gjph;fs; - gfil – fhl;rpf; fhuztpay; - vz; 
vOj;Jf; fhuztpay; - vz; thpir 

 
 


