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TEST - PART III 
9TH – CIVICS SCHOOL BOOK PORTION 

 

UNIT 1 - FORMS OF GOVERNMENT 
 

Introduction  
 
 We are going to learn from this lesson how various forms of government 
have developed globally. Today, many countries of the world follow different 
types of governments, but the modern world prefers democracy.  

 

Forms of Government 
 

The governance of nations differs significantly based on who has power. 
There are different forms of government: aristocracy, monarchy, autocracy, 
oligarchy, theocracy, democracy and republic.  

1. Aristocracy  

A form of government in which power is held by the nobility.  

Example: United Kingdom, Spain  

 

2. Monarchy  

A system of government in which one person reigns supreme, usually a king 
or queen(constitutional monarchy).  

Example: Bhutan, Oman, Qatar 
 

3. Autocracy  
A system of government by one person with absolute power.  

Example: North Korea, Saudi Arabia  

 

4. Oligarchy  
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A small group of people having control of a country or organisation.  

Example: Former Soviet Union, China, Venezuela  

 

5. Theocracy  

A system of government in which religious doctrines form the basis of 

government headed by a priest who rules in the name of God or proclaims himself 

as a God. 

Example: Vatican 

 

6. Democracy  

A system of government in which eligible members in the population vote to 

elect their elected representatives, and the party or individual who obtains the 

majority votes forms the government. Example: India, USA, France 

 

7. Republic  
 A state in which supreme power is held by the people and their elected 
representatives and which has an elected or nominated President rather than a 
monarch. Example: India, Australia 
 
Democracy 
• Democracy is a form of government that allows people to choose their rulers. 
• Only leaders elected by people should rule the country.   
• People have the freedom to express views, freedom to organise and freedom 
to protest.  
 
Meaning of Democracy 
 
 Democracy is a system of government in which the supreme power is vested 
in the people of a country and people elect their representatives either directly or 
indirectly through fair and free elections, which are usually held periodically. 
  
Definition  
 
 According to Mahatma Gandhi, ―True democracy cannot be worked by 
twenty men sitting at the centre. It has to be worked from below by the people of 
every village.‖ 
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Salient Features of Democracy 
  
1. Elected representatives of people and final decision-making power to the 
representatives.  
2. Free and fair elections.  
3. Universal adult franchise with each vote having equal value.  
4. Fundamental rights and protection of individual freedom.  
 
Evolution of Democracy  
 
 Democracy began 2,500 years ago in some of the city-states of ancient Greece. 
It is important to know that democratic institutions existed in India as early as the 
Vedic period. Chanakya‘s Arthashastra tells us that in ancient India, an 
autonomous village community was the basic unit of the local government. In 
ancient Tamil Nadu, Kudavolai system was a very notable and unique feature of 
the village administration of the Cholas. The evolution towards a democracy is 
represented by the following values: freedom, equality, liberty, accountability, 
transparency and trust. 
 
Types of Democracy  
 
There are two types of democracies:  
1. Direct democracy  
2. Indirect (representative) democracy  
The types of democracy refer to the kind of government or social structures which 
allow people to participate equally.  
 
Direct Democracy  
 
 When the people themselves directly express their will on public affairs, the 
type of government is called pure or direct democracy.  
Example: Ancient Greek city-states, Switzerland 
 
Indirect Democracy / Representative Democracy  
 
 When the people express their will on public affairs, through their elected 
representatives, the type of government is called indirect or representative 
democracy.  

Example: The prevailing system of democracy in India, USA and UK  
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Democracy in India  

India has a parliamentary form of democracy. The Indian Parliament 
comprises the elected representatives of people and makes the laws for the country. 
The participation of people in the decision making and the consent of citizens are 
the two important elements of the parliamentary form of government in India.  

India is the largest democratic country in the world. Democracy in India 
works on five basic principles. These are sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic, 
republic.  

Every person who is a citizen of India and who is not less than 18 years of age 
can exercise their right to vote in India, based on universal adult suffrage. There is 
no discrimination based on a person‘s caste, creed, religion, region, gender and 
education when it comes to providing the right to vote. 

Merits and Demerits of Democracy  

Merits  

1. Responsible and accountable government  
2. Equality and fraternity  
3. Sense of responsibility among common people  
4. Local self-government  
5. Development and prosperity for all  
6. Popular sovereignty  
7. Sense of cooperation and fraternal feeling 

 

Demerits 
 

1. Indirect or representative nature of democracy 
2. Lack of interest in democratic process and hence lower turnout in elections.  
3. Instability in governance due to fractured mandate  
4. Delay in decision-making process. 

 

Elections in India  
 

 India has a quasi-federal government, with elected representatives at the 
federal, state and local levels. The general elections are conducted by the Election 
Commission of India. At the national level, the President of India, appoints the 
Prime Minister, who enjoys majority in the Lok Sabha, the lower house of the 
Parliament of India. All members of the Lok Sabha are directly elected through 
general elections, which take place once in every five years, in normal 
circumstances. Two Anglo Indian members can be nominated by the President of 
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India to the Lok Sabha. Members of the Rajya Sabha, the Upper House of the 
Indian Parliament, are elected by an electoral college consisting of elected members 
of the legislative assemblies of the states and the Union Territories of India. The 
President of India nominates 12 members for their contributions to art, literature, 
science and social services. 
 

The First Elections in Democratic India  
 
 General elections to the first Lok Sabha since independence Were held 

in India between 25 October 1951 and 21 February 1952. The Indian National 
Congress emerged victorious by winning 364 of the 489 seats. Jawaharlal Nehru 
became the first democratically elected Prime Minister of the country. 

Major challenges to Indian Democracy  

Democracy is the dominant form of government in the contemporary world. 
It has not faced a serious challenge or a rival so far. In the last hundred years, there 
has been an expansion of democracy all over the world. The various aspects of 
democracy and its challenges are:  

1. Illiteracy  
2. Poverty  
3. Gender discrimination  
4. Regionalism  
5. Casteism, communalism and religious fundamentalism  
6. Corruption  
7. Criminalisation of politics  
8. Political violence 
 

Conditions for the Success of Democracy in India 

  
 Empowerment of the poor and illiterates to enjoy the goodness of democracy.  

 Willingness among the elected people not to misuse their powerful position 
and public wealth.  

 Eradication of social evils and dangers from which democracy suffers.  

 An impartial and efficient press to form public opinion.  

 Presence of strong public opinion.  

 Feeling of tolerance and communal harmony among the people.  

 Awareness among the people of the fundamental rights that they are entitled 
to enjoy.  

 Conscious check and vigilance on the working of the elected representatives.  

 Powerful and responsible opposition.  
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Though democracy in India has been appreciated worldwide for its working, 

there is still a lot of scope for improvement. The above-mentioned steps must be 
taken to ensure smooth functioning of democracy in the country.  

Indian democracy can be successful and vibrant only when its citizens imbibe 
and reflect in their behavior the basic democratic values like equality, freedom, 
social justice, accountability and respect for all. Their mindset, thinking and 
behavior are expected to be in tune with the essential conditions of democracy. 

They have to appreciate the opportunities for their desired roles like 
participation, making the system accountable, fulfilling obligations, and playing 
proactive roles to actualize the goals of democracy. 
 

NOTE 
1. The term ‗democracy‘ is derived from two Greek words: demos meaning people 
and cratia meaning power. Thus, literally democracy means ―the power of the 
people‖. 
2. Abraham Lincoln, one of the Presidents of USA, defines democracy as a 
government of the people, by the people and for the people. 
3. The Parliament House in India was designed by the British architects Edwin 
Lutyens and Herbert Baker in 1912-13 and construction began in 1921 and ended in 
1927 

4. Two Houses of Parliament  

a) Lok Sabha / Lower House / House of People.  
b) Rajya Sabha / Upper House / Council of States 

5. General elections were held in British India in 1920 to elect members to the 
Imperial   Legislative Council and the Provincial Councils. They were the first 
elections in the country‘s history. 
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UNIT 2 - ELECTION, POLITICAL PARTIES  AND PRESSURE 
GROUPS 

Electoral System in India 
 

 The electoral system in India has been adapted from the system 
followed in the United Kingdom. India is a socialist, secular, democratic republic 
and the largest democracy in the world. The modern Indian nation state came into 
existence on 15 August 1947. 

Articles 324 to 329 in part XV of the Constitution makes the following 
provisions with regard to the electoral system in our country.  

(i) Article 324 of the Indian Constitution provides for an independent Election 
Commission in order to ensure free and fair elections in the country. At present, 
the commission consists of a Chief Election Commissioner and two Election 
Commissioners. 
(ii) The Parliament may make provision with respect to all matters relating to 
elections to the Parliament including the preparation of electoral rolls, the 
delimitation of constituencies and all other matters necessary for securing their due 
constitution.  

(iii) The state legislatures can also make provisions with respect to all matters 
relating to elections to the state legislatures including the preparation of electoral 
rolls and all other matters necessary for securing their due constitution. 
 

Election Process  
 
At the national level, the head of government, the Prime Minister, is elected 

by members of the Lok Sabha, the lower house of the Parliament in India. In 
representative democracy like ours, elections are extremely important. Voting in 
elections is the best way to make your ‗voice‘ heard. 

 
We celebrate National Voters Day on 25th January in India. 
Introduction of the NOTA Option  

 
If the people in a democratic country are not willing to elect any candidate, 

they can vote for the option called NOTA (None Of The Above). Rule 49-O in the 
Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961, of India describes this procedure. 

 
Voters Verified Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) is the way forward to 
enhance credibility and transparency of the election process. This 
system was first introduced in the 2014 General Election. 
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NOTA was first introduced in the General Elections held in 2014. 
India is the 14th country in the world to introduce NOTA 

 

Types of Elections in India  

 
Elections are classified into two types: 

 
1. Direct Elections  

 
People directly vote for the candidates in the fray and elect their 

representatives. The following are examples of direct elections in which people 
over the age of 18 years participate in the electoral process by casting their votes.  

(i) Lok Sabha elections, in which the Members of Parliament are elected.   
(ii) Elections to the state Legislative Assemblies, in which the Members of 

Legislative Assemblies are elected.    
(iii) Elections to the local governing bodies, in which members of the local 

governing bodies like the municipal corporation or the panchayat are elected. 

 
Merits 
(i) As the voters elect their representatives directly, direct elections are  considered 
to be a more democratic method of election.  

(ii) It educates people regarding the government activities and helps in choosing the 
appropriate candidates. Also, it encourages people to play an active role in 
politics.  

(iii) It empowers people and makes the rulers accountable for their actions.  

Demerits  
 

(i) Direct elections are very expensive.  
(ii) Illiterate voters sometimes get misguided by false propaganda and sometimes 

campaigning based on caste, religious and various other sectarian 
consideration spose serious challenges.  

(iii) Since conducting direct elections is a massive exercise, ensuring free and fair 
elections at every polling station is a major challenge to the Election 
Commission.  

(iv) There are instances of some political candidates influencing the voters through 
payments in the form of cash, goods or services.  

(v) Election campaigns sometimes results in violence, tension, law and order 
problems and affects the day-to-day life of people. 
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Indirect Elections  

 Voters elect their representatives, who, in turn, elect their representatives to 
formal offices like the President‘s office.  

Merits  
 

(i) Indirect elections are less expensive.  
(ii) It is more suited to elections in large countries. 

Demerits  
 

(i) If the number of voters is very small, there exists the possibility of corruption, 
bribery, horse trading and other unfair activities.  
(ii) It is less democratic because people do not have a direct opportunity to elect, but 
they instead do it through their representatives. So, this may not reflect the true 
will of the people. 
 

How is the President of India elected?  
The President of India is elected by the members of an electoral college 
consisting of  
1. The elected members of both Houses of Parliament  
2. The elected members of the Legislative Assemblies of all the states 
and Union territories in India 

Political Parties  

Political parties are an essential part of democracy. Parties are the link 
between government and the people.  

Meaning of Political Party  

A political party is an organisation formed by a group of people with a 
certain ideology and agenda to contest elections and hold power in the 
government. A political party has three components: a leader, active members and 
the followers.  

Types of a Party System  

There are three types of party system in the world namely.  

i. Single-party system in which one ruling party exists and no opposition is 
permitted. China, Cuba, the former USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) 
are the examples for the single-party system.  
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ii. Two-party system in which only two major parties exist, for example, USA, UK.  

iii. Multi-party system in which there are more than two political parties, for 
example, India, Sri Lanka, France and Italy.  

Types of Political Parties  

Political parties in India are classified according to their area of influence into two 
main types : 

(1)National Parties  
(2) State Parties. 

 

National Parties  

A party which is recognized as a state party in at least four states is 
recognized as a national party. Every party in the country has to register with the 
Election Commission while the Commission treats all the parties equally. It offers 
some special facilities to state and national parties. These parties are given a unique 
symbol. Only the official candidate of the party can use that election symbol. In 
2017, there were seven recognized national parties.  

 

State Parties  

 Other than the seven national parties, most of the major parties of the country 
are classified by the Election Commission as ‗state parties‘. These are commonly 
referred to as regional parties. A party is recognized as a state party by the Election 
Commission of India based on certain percentage of votes secured or a certain 
number of seats won in the Assembly or Lok Sabha elections.  

 

Recognition to the Parties  

 For getting recognition as ‗national party‘, a party has to fulfill any one of the 
following criteria:  

i. At least 6% votes in at least four states and members to the Lok Sabha.  

ii. In the election of Lok Sabha, at least 2% members from at least three states 
are elected to Lok Sabha.  

iii. Recognition as a state party at least four states.  
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Functions of Political Parties  

 Parties contest elections. In most democracies, elections are fought mainly 
among the candidates put up by political parties.  

 Parties put forward their policies and programmes before the electorate to 
consider and choose.  

 Parties play a decisive role in making laws for a country. Formally, laws are 
debated and passed in the legislature.  

 Parties form and run the governments.  

 Those parties that lose in the elections play the role of the Opposition to the 
party or a group of coalition parties in power, by voicing different views and 
criticising the government for its failures or wrong policies.  

 Parties shape public opinion. They raise and highlight issues of importance.  

 Parties function as the useful link between people and the government 
machinery. 

Role of Opposition Parties in a Democracy  

 In a democracy, there may be a two-party system like in the USA or a 
multi-party system like in India and France. The ruling party may have received 
the mandate of the majority people and the Opposition party represented the 
remaining people. The Leader of the Opposition party occupied a prominent place 
in all democratic forms of the government. He enjoys the rank of a Cabinet 
Minister. He opposes the wrong policies of the ruling party, which affects the 
general public. As the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee questions the 
functioning of the government departments and examines the public money used 
for the well-being of the people. Similarly, he plays an important role to select the 
Chairman and members of the Central Vigilance Commission, Chairperson and 
members of the Information Commission. The Opposition Parties reflect genuine 
demands and concern of the people to play a constructive role in a democracy.  

 

Pressure Groups  
The term ‗pressure group‘ originated in the USA. A pressure group is a 

group of people who are organized actively for promoting and defending their 
common interest. It is so called as it attempts to bring a change in the public policy 
by exerting pressure on the government. 
  The pressure groups are also called ‗interest groups‘ or vested groups. They 
are different from the political parties in that they neither contest elections nor try 
to capture political power. 
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Examples for Pressure Groups  

1. Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FICCI)  

2. All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC)  

3. All India Kisan Sabha  

4. Indian Medical Association (IMA)  

5. All India Students Federation (AISF)  

6. All India Sikh Students Federation  

7. Young Badaga Association  

8. Tamil Sangam  

9. Tamil Nadu Vivasayigal Sangam  

10. Narmada Bachao Andolan   

 

Pressure Groups in India  

 A large number of pressure groups exist in India. But, they are not developed 
to the same extent as in the USA or the Western countries like Britain, France, 
Germany and so on.  

The pressure groups in India can be broadly classified into the following 
categories:  

1. Business groups  

2. Trade unions  

3. Agrarian groups  

4. Professional associations  

5. Student organisations  

6. Religious organisations  

7. Tribal organisations  

8. Linguistic groups  

9. Ideology-based groups  

10. Environmental protection groups  

Functions of Pressure Groups in India  

  
 Pressure groups are the interest groups that work to secure certain interest by 
influencing the public policy. They are non-aligned with any political party and 
work as an indirect yet powerful group to influence the policy decisions. Pressure 
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groups carry out a range of functions including representation, political 
participation, education, policy formulation and policy implementation. 
 

Political Participation  

Pressure groups can be called the informal face of politics. They exert 
influence precisely by mobilizing popular support through activities such as 
petitions, marches, demonstrations and other forms of political protest. Such forms 
of political participation have been particularly attractive to young people.  

 

Education  

Many pressure groups devote significant resources by carrying out research, 
maintaining websites, commenting on government policy and using high-profile 
academics, scientists and even celebrities to get their views across, with an 
emphasis to cultivate expert authority.  

 

Policy Formulation  

 Though the pressure groups themselves are not policy-makers, yet it does not 
prevent many of them from participating in the policy-making process. Many 
pressure groups are vital sources of information and render advice to the 
government and therefore they are regularly consulted in the process of policy 
formulation.  

 

Mobilization and People’s Participation  
 
Mobilization  
  
 Mobilising people towards socially productive activities that lead to the 
overall betterment of people‘s lives is essential. Sometimes earthquakes, tsunamis, 
floods and other such natural disasters on a massive scale occur and people‘s 
immediate mobilisation for evacuation and emergency relief becomes most 
essential.  

Democratic Participation  
Democracy can succeed only when smaller local groups and, in fact, every 

citizen can take action that supports the tax and revenue collection systems, 
observance of national norms in environmental protection, cleanliness, health and 
hygiene, sanitary drives and immunisation programmes like pulse polio.  
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 However, we must keep ion mind that there is no better form of government 
than Democratic government. To create a better society and nation, the people of 
India along with the union and state governments should come together to fight 
against the miseries of human life. 
 

NOTE 
 

1. Kudavolai was the system of voting followed during the Chola period in   Tamil 
Nadu 
2. We celebrate National Voters Day on 25th January in India. 
3. NOTA was first introduced in the General Elections held in 2014. India is the 
14th country in the world to introduce NOTA. 
4. Voters Verified Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) is the way forward to enhance 
credibility and transparency of the election process. This system was first 
introduced in the 2014 General Election. 
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Unit – 4  FORMS OF GOVERNMENT 
 

Introduction  
 
 Government is the main agency of the state. It comprises of several members 
belonging to political and administrative wings. It serves as the instrument for 
delegation and execution of the state policies for the welfare of the people. It 
formulates, expresses and realises the will of the state. It exercises certain 
legislative, executive and judicial powers based on the constitution and the laws. 
There are three organs in government, namely – Legislature, Executive and 
Judiciary. These organs carry out the activities of the state. Governments are 
classified into unitary, federal, parliamentary and presidential forms. 
 
Meaning  
 
 'Government' refers to the executive functions of the state. It denotes a body 
having authority to make and enforce laws applicable to the civil, corporate, 
religious, academic or other groups.  
 
Which is the oldest form of government?  
Monarchy is the oldest form of government in the United Kingdom. In a 
monarchy, a king or queen is Head of State. The British monarchy is 
known as a constitutional monarchy. This means, while The Sovereign is 
Head of State, the ability to make and pass legislation resides with an 
elected Parliament. 

 
TYPES OF CONSTITUTION 
 

 Written Constitution / Un Written Constitution 

 Federal / Unitary 

 Flexible / Rigid 
 
Unitary Form of Government  
 
 A unitary system of government or unitary state, is a sovereign state 
governed as a single entity. The central government is supreme and the 
administrative divisions exercise only powers that the central government has 
delegated to them.  
England, France, Japan and Sri Lanka are examples of Unitary Form of 
governments.  
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The term Government is derived from Old French 'governor', derived from Latin 
'gubernare' to direct, rule, guide, govern". 
In a Unitary form of government, all the authority and power is vested in a single 
centre, whereas in a federal form of government authority and power is distributed 
between centre and the constituent units. Even in a Unitary form of Government, 
there might be a lot of decentralisation of authority, but we cannot claim it as a 
federal system.  
 
Merits of unitary form of government  
 

 Suitable for small countries.  

 There is no conflict of authority and responsibility.  

 A unitary government will make prompt decisions and take speedy action.  

 A unitary government is less expensive.  

 Amendments to the constitution are easy.  

 There is unity, uniformity of law, policy and administration. 
  

De-merits of unitary form of government  
 

 It is not suitable for big countries.  

 The central government will have to tackle so many complex problems that 
lead to administrative delay  

 The central government will not concentrate on local problems, local interest 
and initiative.  

 The concentration of powers may pave way for the despotism of the central 
government.  

 
Unitary features of the Indian constitution  
 

 Strong Centre  

 Central Government‘s control over state territory  

 Single Constitution  

 Flexibility of the Constitution  

 Unequal representation of states  

 Emergency Provisions  

 Single Citizenship  

 Single Integrated Judiciary  

 All India Services  

 Appointment of Governor by the central government  
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 Federal form of government  
 
 The classification of governments into unitary and federal is based on the 
nature of relations between the national and the regional governments.  
 
 A federal government is one in which powers are divided between the 
national government and the regional governments by the Constitution itself and 
both operate in their respective jurisdictions independently. U.S.A, Switzerland, 
Australia, Canada, Russia, Brazil, Argentina have federal form of governments. 
 

 In a federal model, the national government is known as the Federal 
government or the Central government or the Union government and the regional 
government is known as the state government or the provincial government.  
 
Merits of federal form of government  
 

 Reconciliation of local autonomy with national unity  

 Division of power between centre and states leads to administrative 
efficiency  

 It gives rise to big states  

 Distribution of powers check the despotism of central government  

 More suitable for bigger countries  

 It is good for economic and cultural progress  
 
De-merits of federal form of government  
 

 Federal government is weaker when compared to the unitary government.  

 Federal government is more expensive  

 Provincial tendencies are very common  

 Lack of uniformity in Administration  

 Threat to national unity  

 Distribution of powers between centre and states lead to conflicts  

 Double Citizenship  

 Rigid constitution cannot be a mended easily for changing needs  

 The state governments sometimes place hindrances in the foreign policy  
 
Federal features of the Indian constitution  
 

 Dual Government  

 Written Constitution  

 Division of Powers  
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 Supremacy of the Constitution  
 
The Constitution is the supreme law of the land. The laws enacted by the Centre 
and the states must confirm to its provisions.  
 

 Rigid Constitution  

 Independent Judiciary  

 Bicameralism  
 

Unitary Form of Government Federal Form of Government 

Only one Level of Government or 
Sub units 

Two Levels of Government 

Mostly Single Citizenship Dual Citizenship 

Sub Units cannot operate 
independently 

Federal Units are answerable to 
Central Government 

No Division of Power Division of Power 

Centralisation of Power Decentralisation of Power 

 
Parliamentary form of government  
 
 Modern democratic governments are classified into parliamentary and 
presidential on the basis of the nature of relations between the executive and the 
legislative organs of the government.  
 
 The parliamentary system of government is the one in which the executive is 
responsible to the legislature for its policies and acts.  
 
 The parliamentary government is also known as cabinet government or 
responsible government or Westminster model of government and is prevalent in 
Britain, Japan, Canada and India among others. 
 

Country Name of Parliament 

Israel Knesset 

Germany Bundestag 

Denmark Folketing 

Norway  Storting 

U.S.A Congress 
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Federal features of the Indian constitution  
 
• Dual Government  
• Written Constitution  
• Division of Powers  
• Supremacy of the Constitution  
 
Unitary form of Government Federal form of Government 

Only one level of government sub 
unit 

Two levels of government 

Mostly single citizenship Dual citizenship 

Sup units cannot operate 
independently 

Federal units are answerable to 
central government 

No division of power Division power 

Centerilization of power Decenterlization of power 

 
Parliamentary form of government  
 
 Modern democratic governments are classified into parliamentary and 
presidential on the basis of the nature of relations between the executive and the 
legislative organs of the government.  
The parliamentary system of government is the one in which the executive is 
responsible to the legislature for its policies and acts.  
The parliamentary government is also known as cabinet government or responsible 
government or Westminster model of government and is prevalent in Britain, 
Japan, Canada and India among others.  
 
Features of parliamentary form of government  
 

 Nominal and Real Executives  

 Majority Party Rule  

 Collective Responsibility  

 Dual Membership  

 Leadership of the Prime Minister  
The Constitution is the supreme law of the land. The laws enacted by the Centre 
and the states must confirm to its provisions.  

 Rigid Constitution  

 Independent Judiciary  

 Bicameralism  
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Merits of the parliamentary form of government  

 

 Harmony between Legislature and Executive  

 Responsible Government  

 Prevents Dictatorship  

 Wide Representation  
 

Demerits of the parliamentary form of government  
 

 Unstable Government  

 No Continuity of Policies  

 Dictatorship of the Cabinet  

 Against Separation of Powers 
  

The Presidential form of government  
 
 The Presidential Form of Government is also known as non-responsible or 
non-parliamentary or fixed executive system of government, basically built on the 
principle of separation of power and is prevalent in the USA, Brazil, Russia and Sri 
Lanka among others. 
 
Features of Presidential form of government  

 

 The American President is both the head of the State and the head of 
government. As the head of State, he occupies a ceremonial position. As the head 
of government, he leads the executive organ of the government.  
 The President is elected by an electoral college for a fixed tenure of four 
years. He cannot be removed by the Congress, except by impeachment for a grave 
unconstitutional act.  
 
 The President governs with the help of a cabinet or a smaller body called 
‗Kitchen Cabinet‘. It is only an advisory body and consists of non-elected 
departmental secretaries. They are selected and appointed by him, are responsible 
only to him and can be removed by him any time.  
 
 The President and his secretaries are not responsible to the Congress for their 
acts. They neither possess membership in the Congress, nor attend its sessions. The 
President cannot dissolve the House of Representatives—the lower house of the 
Congress.  
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 The doctrine of separation of powers is the basis of the American presidential 
system. The legislative, executive and judicial powers of the government are 
separated and vested in three independent organs of the government.  
 
Merits of the presidential system of government  
 

 Democratic  

 Effective Control by the President  

 Facilitate decision-making  

 State government  
 

Demerits of the presidential system of government  
 

 Can degenerate into Dictatorship  

 Strain relationship between executive and legislature  

 Lack of Harmony between the Legislature and Executive 
 
Difference Between the Parlimentary form of government and presidential 

form of government. 
 

Presidential form of government. 
 

Parlimentary form of government 

President is directly elected by the 
people 

Prime Minister is from the 
majority party 

President is Supreme Central Legislature is supreme 

Separation of Powers Absence of Separation Powers 
Centralisation 

Independent branches Independent branches with 
Overlapping functions 

President - Head of the State President - Head of the State 

President - Head of the 
Government 

Prime Minister - Head of the 
Government 

Individual Leadership Collective leadership  
 

President is not accountable to 
Congress 

Collective and Individual 
Responsibility 

 
The relationship between the Centre and the State in India 
 
India is a union of States where the power is shared between the centre and 
the states, as per the procedures mentioned in the Constitution of India. 
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Though the powers are shared between the Central and State 
Governments, the final decision is by the Central government in all matters. 
The relationship between the centre and the states are 
1. Legislative relations (Articles 245-255) 
2. Administrative relations (Articles 256-263) 
3. Financial relations(Articles 268-293) 
 
Both the Central and State governments have the power to make laws, but 
the matters differ. 
 
The centre can make laws applicable to the whole nation on certain matters 
called as the union list. The 
 
States have the powers to make laws in some matters only, applicable to 
their own state, called as the State list. The concurrent list includes the 
subjects on which both Central and State government have the power to 
make laws. 
 
Union List: Union list has 100 subjects. These include Foreign affairs, 
Defence, Armed forces, Posts and Telegraphs, inter-state trade and 
commerce and so on. 
 
State List: The state list consists of 61 subjects, which include Public order 
in the state, police, prisons, Local Governments, agriculture and so on.  
Concurrent List: The Concurrent list has 52 subjects which include Criminal 
and Civil procedures, marriage and divorce, economic and special 
planning, newspapers, books and printing presses, population control and 
so on. 

 
THE CONCEPT OF GOVERNANCE  
 
From Government to Governance  
 
 Good governance is an indeterminate term used in the international 
development literature to describe how public institutions conduct public affairs 
and manage public resources. Governance is 'the process of decision-making and 
the process by which decisions are implemented'.  
 
 'Government' and 'governance' are synonyms, both denoting the exercise of 
authority in an organization, institution or state.  
Characteristics of good governance  
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 Participation  

 Rule Of Law  

 Transparency  

 Responsiveness  

 Consensus Orientation  

 Equity  

 Effectiveness And Efficiency  

 Accountability  
 
Gross National Happiness (GNH):  
 
 Gross National Happiness is a developing philosophy as well as an 'index' 
which is used to measure the collective happiness in any specific nation. The 
concept was first mentioned in the constitution of Bhutan, which was enacted on 18 
July 2008.  
 
 The term 'Gross National Happiness' was coined by the fourth king of 
Bhutan, Jigme Singye Wangchuck, in the 1970s. The GNH‘s central tenets are: 
―Sustainable and socio-economic development; environmental conservation; 
preservation and promotion of culture; and good governance‖.  
 
 GNH is distinguishable by valuing collective happiness as the goal of 
governance and by emphasizing harmony with nature and traditional values. 
 

 
 


