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Two inscriptions (919 and 921) from a Brahmadeya (tax-free land gifted to Brahamans) called
Uttaramerur (historically called Uttaramallur Caturvedimangalam) give details of the
process of electing members to various committees that administered the affairs of a
Brahmin settlement. This village was divided into 30 wards. One member was to be elected
from each ward. These members would become members of different committees: public
works committee, tank committee, garden committee, famine committee and gold
committee.

The prescribed qualifications for becoming a ward member were clearly spelt out. A male,
above 35 but below 75, having a share of property and a house of his own, with knowledge
of Vedas and bhasyas was considered eligible. The names of qualified candidates from each|
ward were written on the palm-leaf slips and put into a pot (kudavolai). The eldest of the
assembly engaged a boy to pull out one slip and would read the name of the person selected.
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