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Medieval India 
 

1. Sources of Medieval India 
 

The periods from A.D. (CE) 700 to 1200 and from A.D. (CE) 1200 to 1700 are 
classified as Early Medieval and Later Medieval periods, respectively, in Indian history. 
Numerous and varied sources are fortunately available to the historians engaging in the 
study of Medieval India. Added to the information 
that can be gleaned from inscriptions, monuments and coins are the accounts left by Arab, 
Persian and Turkish chroniclers. These accounts are rich in detail and have given first-
hand information on the life of kings, though they provide very little information on the 
life of the common people. The opinions of the courtiers and chroniclers are often one-
sided, written in a hyperbolic language, exaggerating the king’s achievements. Let us now 
explore the various sources available for the study of the history of Medieval India. 
 

Sources are the supporting materials, documents or records in the form of evidence 
that help to reconstruct the past.We examine the details of political, economic and socio-
cultural developments with the aid of sources. 
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Primary Sources:Inscriptions, monuments and coins, and the information. available in 
them. 
 
Secondary Sources:Literary works, chronicles, travelogues, biographies and 
autobiographies.  
 
Inscriptions 
 

Inscriptions are writings engraved on solid surfaces such as rocks, stones, temple 
walls and metals. The king’s royal decrees, dedications and donations, monuments raised 
in commemoration of victories in wars, those built in memory of deceased warriors, 
contain rich information about the concerned era. Various types of lands gifted by the 
Chola kings are known from the inscriptions and copper plates. They are: 
 
Vellanvagai  - Land of non-brahmin proprietors  
Brahmadeya - Land gifted to Brahmins  
Shalabhoga  - Land for the maintenance of a school 
Devadana  - Land gifted to temples 
Pallichchandam  - Land donated to Jaina institutions  
 

Copper-plate grants, which were treated as legal documents, have signifi cant 
source value. The Islamic-Persian practices and the relatively high cost of copper plates 
made palm leaf and paper cheaper alternatives from 13th century onwards.Several 
copper-plate grants issued during the later Chola period (10th to 13th century) record gift 
s to individual priests or teachers who were Hindu, Buddhist, or Jaina, or to persons of 
eminence.  

 
Both the giver and the receiver are very elaborately described. By contrast, most 

stone inscriptions differ in their content. In stone inscriptions, the beneficence of a donor is 
recorded. The major focus is upon the giver. Tiruvalangadu plates of Rajendra Chola I and 
the Anbil plates of Sundara Chola are notable examples. Uttiramerur inscriptions in 
Kanchipuram district provide details of the way in which the village administration was 
conducted. 

 
Monuments 
 

Temples, palaces, mosques, tombs, forts, minars and minarets are called by the 
collective name monuments. The Sultans of Delhi introduced a new type of architecture. 
The monuments they built had arches, domes and minarets as the main features. The 
inscriptions in these monuments contain rich information, which can be used to construct 
history. The medieval Khajuraho monuments (Madhya Pradesh) and temples in Konark 
(Odisha) and Dilwara (Mt.Abu, Rajastan) constitute valuable sources to understand the 
religion-centered cultural evolution in northern India.  

 
Temples in Thanjavur (Brihadeshwara), Gangaikonda Cholapuram and Darasuram 

symbolise the magnificent structures the Later Cholas built in Tamil Nadu. Vitala and 
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Virupaksha temples at Hampi similarly speak of the contribution of Vijayanagara rulers 
(15th century). Quwwat-ul Islam Masjid, Moth-ki-Masjid, Jama Masjid, Fatehpur Sikri 
Dargah(all in and around Delhi) and Charminar (Hyderabad) are the important mosques 
belonging to the medieval times. The forts of historical importance are Agra Fort, Chittor 
Fort, Gwalior Fort and Delhi Red Fort as well as the forts of Daulatabad (Aurangabad) and 
Firoz Shah Kotla (Delhi). Palaces in Jaipur, Jaisalmer and Jodhpur signify the greatness of 
the Rajput dynasty that wielded enormous power from these places. Qutb Minar and Alai-
Darwaza, the tombs of Iltutmish, Balban and all the Mughal rulers are the other prominent 
structures recognised as valuable sources of information. Cities in ruin such as Firozabad 
and Tughlaqabad in north India and Hampi in south India remain rich repositories of the 
history of medieval India. 
 

The picture and the legend on the coins convey the names of kings with their titles 
and portraits, events, places, dates, dynasties and logos. The composition of metals in the 
coins gives us information on the economic condition of the empire. Mention of king’s 
achievements like military conquests, territorial expansion, trade links and religious faith 
can also be found in the coins. Muhammad Ghori had stamped the figure of Goddess 
Lakshmi on his gold coins and had his name inscribed on it. This coin tells us that this 
early Turkish invader was in all likelihood liberal in religious outlook.Copper Jitals are 
available for the study of the period of the Delhi Sultans. Silver Tanka introduced by 
Iltutmish, Ala-ud-din Khalji’s gold coins, Muhammad-bin-Tughluq’s copper token currency 
are indicative of coinage as well as the economic prosperity or otherwise of the country of 
the time.  

 
Devotional movement in South India and later in North resulted in the 

development of bhakti or devotional literature. The Chola period was known as the period 
of devotional literature and works such as Kamba Ramayanam, Sekkizhar’s 
Periyapuranam, Nalayira Divyaprabhandham, composed by 12 Azhwars and compiled by 
Nathamuni, Devaram composed by Appar, Sambandar and Sundarar and compiled by 
Nambiyandar Nambi, Manikkavasakar’s Thiruvasagam, all were scripted during the 
Chola times. Jayadeva’s Gita Govindam (12th century) was a follow-up of the Bhakti 
Movement in South India. Kabir Das, a 15th century mystic poet, also had an influence on 
the Bhakti Movement in India. 
Secular L 

Madura Vijayam and Amuktamalyatha were poems composed by Gangadevi and 
Krishnadevaraya respectively that help us gain insight into the events and individuals 
associated with the Vijayanagara Empire. Chand Bardai’s Prithiviraj Raso portrays the 
Rajput king’s valour. We have no Indian accounts about what happened during the 
Turkish invasion of India. For pre-Islamic periods, the only exception was Kalhana’s 
Rajtarangini (11th century).Biographies and Autobiographies: 
 

Minhaj-us-Siraj patronised by Sultan Nazir-ud-din Mahmud of Slave Dynasty, 
wrote Tabakat-i-Nasiri. The compendium deals with the period from the conquest of 
Muhammad Ghori to A.D. 1260. The compendium was named after his patron. In the 13th 
century, Hasan Nizami, a migrant from Ghazni wrote. Taj-ul-Ma’asir towards the end of 
Iltutmish’s rule. It provides information about Qutb-ud-din Aibak and is considered the 
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first official history of the Delhi Sultanate. Zia-ud-Barni, a courtier of Muhammad 
Tughluq, wrote Tarikh-i-Firoz Shahi, in which he dealt with the history of Delhi Sultanate 
from Ghiyas-ud-din Balban to the early years of the reign of Firoz Shah Tughluq. 
Ferishta’sTarikh-i-Frishta (16th century) deals with the history of the rise of the Mughal 
power in India. 
 

In the 16th century, emperor Babur’s Babur Nama and Abul Fazal’s Ain-i-Akbari 
and Akbar Nama provided detailed information about these two emperors. In the 17th 
century, Jahangir wrote his memoir, Tuzk-i-Jahangiri, throwing a lot of light on the period. 
Apart from autobiographies of emperors, Tabakat-i-Akbari, authored by Nizam-ud-din 
Ahmad, is considered reliable than the exaggerated account of Abul Fazal. Similarly, 
Badauni’s outstanding work, Tarikh-i-Badauni (Badauni's History), was published in 1595. 
This work spans three volumes. The volume on Akbar’s reign is a frank and critical 
account of Akbar's administration, particularly of his religious policy. 
 

Marco Polo, a Venetian traveller, visited when the Pandya kingdom was becoming 
the leading Tamil power in the 13th century. Marco Polo was twice in Kayal, which was a 
port city (presently in Thoothukudi district of Tamilnadu). It was full of ships from Arabia 
and China. Marco Polo tells us that he himself came by a ship from China. According to 
Marco Polo, thousands of horses were imported into southern India by sea from Arabia 
and Persia. Al-Beruni (11th century) accompanied Mahmud of Ghazni in one of his 
campaigns, and stayed in India for 10 years. The most accurate account of Mahmud’s 
Somnath expedition is that of Alberuni. As learned man and a scholar, he travelled all over 
India trying to understand India and her people. He learnt Sanskrit and studied the 
philosophy of India. In his book Tahquiq-i-Hind, Alberuni discussed the Indian 
conditions, systems of knowledge, social norms and religion. 
 

Ibn Battuta (14th century), an Arab-born Morocco scholar, travelled from Morocco 
right across North Africa to Egypt and then to Central Asia and India. His travelogue 
(Rihla [The Travels]) contains rich details about the people and the countries he visited. 
According to him, Egypt was rich then, because of the whole of the Indian trade with the 
West passed through it. Ibn Battuta tells us of caste in India and the practice of sati. We 
learn from him that Indian merchants were carrying on a brisk trade in foreign ports and 
Indian ships in the seas. He describes the city of Delhi a vast and magnificent city. Those 
were the days when Sultan Muhammad bin Tughluq transferred his capital from Delhi to 
Devagiri (Daulatabad) in the south, converting this city into a desert.  In the South, 
Vijayanagar had many foreign visitors who left behind their detailed accounts of the state. 
An Italian named Nicolo Conti came in 1420. Abdur-Razzaq came from Heart (the court of 
Great Khan in Central Asia) in 1443. Domingo Paes, a Portuguese traveller, visited the city 
in 1522. All of them recorded their observations, which are very useful for us today to 
know the glory of the Vijayanagar Empire. 
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2. Emergence of New Kingdoms in North India 
 
Introduction: 
 

There are plenty of stories that speak of the valour and chivalry of Rajputs. Rajput 
states formed a collective entity that was called Rajputana. Chittor was prominent and had 
become the rallying point for all Rajput clans. It was small compared to Malwa and 
Gujarat. Yet the Rajputs ruled over these states. In commemoration of the victory of Rana 
of Chittor over Malwa, the Jaya Stambha, the tower of victory, was built in Chittor. The 
Pratiharas and the Palas had established their powerful kingdoms in western India and in 
eastern India  respectively. By the 9th century, the Pratihara dynasty had progressed to 
such an extent that it called itself the sovereigns of Rajasthan and Kanauj. The decline of 
Pratihara kingdom led to the rise of Palas in Bengal and Chauhans in north-western India. 
India’s Islamic period might have begun in the immediate context of Arabs’ conquest of 
Sind (A.D. (CE)712) rather than in A.D. (CE)1200. But the resistance shown by the kings of 
Kanauj, especially of Yasovarman (A.D. (CE)736) and later by the Rajput chiefs and kings 
who held Kanauj and most of northern India until the middle of the 10th century made it 
impossible.  
 
Origin of the Rajputs 
 

The word ‘Rajput’ is derived from the Sanskrit word Rajputra, which means ‘scion 
of the royal blood’. After the death of Harsha in A.D. (CE) 647, various Rajput clans 
established kingdoms in different parts of northern and central India. The Rajputs trace 
their pedigree far back into the past. Their three principal houses are the Suryavanshi or 
the Race of the Sun, the Chandravanshi or the Race of the Moon and the Agnikula or the 
Race of Fire God. Among those who claimed descent from solar and lunar lines, 
Chandelas of Bundelkhand were prominent. Tomaras were ruling in the Haryana region. 
But they were overthrown by the Chauhans in the 12th century. Thirty-six royal Rajput 
clans were listed by the Oriental scholar James Tod in A.D. (CE) 1829. Among them four 
claimed a special status: the Pratiharas, the Chauhans, the Chalukyas (different from the 
Deccan Chalukyas), known as Solankis, and the Paramaras of Pawars. All the four clans 
were of the Agnikula origin. 
 
Pratiharas 
 

The Pratiharas or Gurjara Pratiharas, one of the four prominent clans of the Rajputs, 
ruled from Gurjaratra (in Jodhpur). In the 6th century A.D. (CE), Harichandra laid the 
foundation of the Gurjara dynasty. Nagabhatta I was the first and prominent ruler of 
Pratiharas. In the 8th century, he ruled over Broach and Jodhpur and extended his 
dominion upto Gwalior. He repulsed the invasion of the Arabs of Sind from the east and 
checked their expansion. He was succeeded by Vatsaraja, who desired to dominate the 
whole of North India. His attempt to control over Kanauj brought him into conflict with 
the Pala ruler Dharmapala.  
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Vatsaraja’s successors Nagabhatta-II and Rambhadra did not do anything 
impressively. Mihirabhoja or Bhoja, son of Rambhadra, within a few years of his accession, 
succeeded in consolidating the power of the Pratiharas. As a strong ruler, Bhoja was able 
to maintain peace in his kingdom. The Arab menace was firmly tackled by him. After 
Bhoja, the Pratihara Empire continued its full glory for nearly a century.  

 
Having successfully resisted the Arabs, the Pratiharas turned their attention 

towards the east and by the end of millennium, they ruled over a large part of Rajasthan 
and Malwa. They also held Kanauj for some time. The Rajputs fought each other endlessly 
in the 11th and 12th centuries. Taking advantage of these internecine quarrels, many local 
kings succeeded in making themselves independent.  
 
Palas 
 
Dharmapala (A.D. (CE) 770 - 810) 
 

Gopala, who founded the Pala dynasty, did not have royal antecedents. He was 
elected by the people for his superior capabilities. During his reign from 750 to 770, 
Gopala laid the foundations for the future greatness of this dynasty in Bengal. 
Dharmapala, his son, made the Pala kingdom a powerful force in northern Indian politics. 
He led a successful campaign against Kanauj. He was a great patron of Buddhism. He 
founded Vikramashila Monastery, which became a great centre of Buddhist learning. 

 
Dharmapala was succeeded by his son, Devapala, who extended Pala control 

eastwards into Kamarupa (Assam). Devapala was also a great patron of Buddhism. He 
gifted five villages to Buddhists. He also constructed many temples along with 
monasteries in Magadha. According to the historian R.C. Majumdar, ‘The reigns of 
Dharmapala and Devapala constitute the most brilliant chapter in the history of Bengal.’ 
After Devapala, five rulers ruled the region insignificantly. The kingdom attained 
unprecedented glory when Mahipala ascended the throne in 988. 
 
Mahipala I (988 - 1038) 
 

Mahipala I was the most powerful ruler of the Pala dynasty. He is called the 
founder of the second Pala dynasty. The decline of Pratiharas gave the Palas an 
opportunity to take a leading role in north Indian affairs. But he could not extend his 
domain beyond Banaras because of the impressive campaigns of the Chola king from the 
South, Rajendra Chola. Mahipala restored the old glory of the Palas. He constructed and 
repaired a large number of religious buildings at Banaras, Sarnath and Nalanda. The Pala 
dynasty declined soon after the death of Mahipala and gave way to the Sena dynasty. 
 
The Chauhans 
 

The Chauhans ruled between A.D. (CE) 956 and 1192 over the eastern parts of the 
present-day Rajasthan, establishing their capital at Sakambari. This Rajput dynasty was 
founded by Simharaji, who was popularly known as the founder of the city of Ajmer.The 
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Chauhans were the feudatories of the Pratiharas and staunchly stood by them to check the 
Arab invasions. The last of Chauhan kings, Prithiviraj Chauhan, was considered the 
greatest of all Chauhan rulers. He defeated Muhammad Ghori in the first battle of Tarain 
fought in 1191. However, he was defeated and killed in the second battle of Tarain in 1192.  
 
Contribution of Rajputs to Art and Architecture 
 
Art 
 

Rajput courts were centres of culture where literature, music, dance, paintings, fine 
arts and sculpture flourished. A specific style of Rajput painting—often focusing on 
religious themes emerged at Rajput courts. Their style of painting is called ‘Rajasthani’. 
The Rajasthani style of painting can be seen at Bikaner, Jodhpur, Mewar, Jaisalmer (all in 
Rajasthan). 
 
Architecture 
 

The Rajputs were great builders. Some of the important examples of the Rajput 
buildings are the strong fortresses of Chittorgarh. Ranathambhor and Kumbahlgarh (all in 
Rajasthan), Mandu, Gwalior, Chanderi and Asirgarh (all in Madhya Pradesh).The 
examples of domestic architecture of the Rajputs are the palaces of Mansingh at Gwalior, 
the buildings at Amber (Jaipur) and lake palaces at Udaipur. Many of the Rajput cities and 
palaces stand among the hills in forts or by the side of beautiful artificial lakes. The castle 
of Jodhpur in Rajasthan is perched upon a lofty rock overlooking the town. The temples 
the Rajput rulers built have won the admiration of art critics. The temples in Khajuraho, 
the Sun temple in Konark, the Dhilwara Jain temple constructed in Mount Abu and 
Khandarya temple at Madhya Pradesh are illustrious examples of their architecture.  
 

The Khajuraho in Bundelkhand has 30 temples. The shikharas of the Khajuraho 
temples are most elegant. The exterior and interior parts of the temples are adorned with 
very fine sculptures. These temples are dedicated to Jain Tirthankaras and Hindu deities 
like Shiva and Vishnu. There are sixteen Hindu and Jain temples at Osian, which is 32 
miles away from Jodhpur. The Jain temple at Mount Abu has a white marble hall and a 
central dome of 11 concentric rings and richly carved vaulted ceiling and pillars. 

 
Contribution of Palas to Culture 
 

The Palas were adherents to the Mahayana school of Buddhism. They were 
generous patrons of Buddhist temples and the famous universities of Nalanda and 
Vikramashila. It was through their missionaries that Buddhism was established in Tibet. 
The celebrated Buddhist monk, Atisha (981-1054), who reformed Tibetan Buddhism, was 
the president of the Vikramashila monastery. The Palas also maintained cordial relations 
with the Hindu-Buddhist state of the Shailendras of Sumatra and Java.Under Pala 
patronage, a distinctive school of art arose, called Pala art or Eastern Indian art. Pala 
artistic style flourished in present-day states of Bihar and West Bengal, and also in present-
day Bangladesh. It was chiefly represented by bronze sculptures and palm-leaf paintings, 
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celebrating the Buddha and other divinities. The Pala bronze sculptures from this area 
played an important part in the spread of Indian culture in Southeast Asia. 
 
Advent of Islam 
 

Islam as a religious faith originated at Mecca in Arabia. The founder of Islam was 
Prophet Muhammed. The followers of Islam are called Muslims. An Islamic state, 
especially the one ruled by a single religious and political leader, was known as 
‘Caliphate’. Caliph means a representative of the Prophet Muhammed. Two early 
Caliphates were ‘Umayyads’ and the ‘Abbasids’. Both the Umayyads and the Abbasids 
expanded their rule separately by their conquests and by preaching the principles of 
Islam. 

 
In the 8th century India, the Arab presence appeared in the form of a Muslim army 

that conquered the Sind. But their further expansion was made impossible by the kings of 
Gangetic plains and the Deccan. By the end of the 9th century, with the decline of the 
Abbasid Caliphate, the Arab garrisons in India and elsewhere threw off Caliph’s control 
and began to rule independently. The Turkish governor, Alp-Tegin, was one among them 
whose capital was Ghazni (Afghanistan). His successor and son-in-law Sabuktigin wanted 
to conquer India from the north-west. But only his son Mahmud succeeded in this 
endeavour 
 
Arab Conquest of Sind and its Impact 
 

In A.D. (CE) 712, Muhammad bin Qasim who was the commander of the Umayyad 
kingdom invaded Sind. Qasim defeated Dahir, the ruler of Sind, and killed him in the 
battle. The capital of Sind, Aror, was captured. Qasim extended his conquest further into 
Multan. He organised the administration of Sind. The people of Sind were given the status 
of ‘protected subjects’. There was no interference in the lives and religions of the people. 
But soon Qasim was recalled by the Caliph.  

 
The Arab scholars visited Sind and studied many Indian literary works. They 

translated many Sanskrit books on astronomy, philosophy, mathematics and medicine 
into Arabic. They learnt the numerals 0 to 9 from India. Until then, the people in the West 
did not know the use of zero. Through the Arabs, Europe gained more knowledge in 
mathematics. The importance of zero was learnt by them from India. It is believed that the 
people in the West and the Arabs learnt the game of chess only from the Indians.  
 
Mahmud of Ghazni (A.D. (CE) 997 -1030) 
 

Mahmud is said to have conducted 17 raids into India. At that time, North India 
was divided into number of small kingdoms. One of them was Shahi kingdom, which 
extended from Punjab to Kabul. The other important kingdoms were Kanauj, Gujarat, 
Kashmir, Nepal, Malwa and Bundelkhand. The initial raids were against the Shahi 
kingdom in which its king Jayapala was defeated in 1001. After his defeat, Jayapala 
immolated himself because he thought that this defeat was a disgrace. His successor 
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Anandapala fought against Mahmud but was defeated in the battle of Waihind, near 
Peshawar, in 1008. As a result of his victory at Waihind, Mahmud extended his rule over 
Punjab. 

 
The subsequent raids of Mahmud into India were aimed at plundering the rich 

temples and cities of North India. In 1011 he raided Nagarkot in Punjab hills and 
Thaneshwar near Delhi. In 1018 Mahmud plundered the holy city of Mathura. He also 
attacked Kanauj. The ruler of Kanauj, Rajyapala, abandoned Kanauj and later died. 
Mahmud returned with enormous riches. His next important raid took place in Gujarat. In 
1024 A.D. (CE) Mahmud marched from Multan across Rajaputana and defeated the 
Solanki king Bhimadeva I and plundered Anhilwad. Mahmud is said to have sacked the 
famous temple of Somanath, breaking the idol. Then he returned through the Sind desert. 
That was his last campaign in India. Mahmud died in 1030 A.D. (CE) The Ghaznavid 
Empire roughly included Persia, Trans-Oxyana, Afghanistan and Punjab.  
 
Muhammad of Ghor (1149 - 1206) 
 

Muhammad of Ghor or Muhammad Ghori started as a vassal of Ghazni but became 
independent after the death of Mahmud. Taking advantage of the decline of the 
Ghaznavid Empire, Muhammad Ghori brought Ghazni under his control. Having made 
his position strong and secure at Ghazni, Muhammad turned his attention to India. Unlike 
Mahmud of Ghazni, he wanted to extend his empire by conquering India. In 1175 
Muhammad captured Multan and occupied whole of it in his subsequent expeditions. In 
1186 he attacked Punjab and captured it.  
 
The Battle of Tarain (1191 - 1192) 
 

Realising the grave situation in which they were caught, the Hindu princes of 
North India formed a confederacy under the command of Prithiviraj Chauhan. Prithiviraj 
rose to the occasion and defeated Muhammad in the battle of Tarain near Delhi in 1191. 
This was called the first battle of Tarain. To avenge this defeat, Muhammad made serious 
preparations and gathered a huge army. He arrived with his large force in Lahore via 
Peshawar and Multan. He sent a message to Prithiviraj, asking him to acknowledge his 
supremacy and become a Muslim. But Prithiviraj rejected the proposal and prepared his 
army to resist the invader. Many Hindu kings and chieftains also joined him. In the 
ensuing second battle of Tarain in 1192, Muhammad thoroughly routed the army of 
Prithiviraj who was captured and killed. 

 
The second battle of Tarain was a major disaster for the Rajputs. Their political 

prestige suffered a serious setback. The whole Chauhan kingdom now lay at the feet of the 
invader. The first Muslim kingdom was thus firmly established in India at Ajmer and a 
new era in the history of India began. After his victory over Prithiviraj at Tarain, 
Muhammad returned to Ghazni to deal with the threat from the Turks and the Mongols. 
After the death of Muhammad in 1206, his most capable general Qutb-ud-din Aibak who 
had been left behind in India took control of Muhammad’s territories in India and 
declared himself as the First Sultan of Delhi. 



 

10 | P a g e APPOLO STUDY CENTRE PH: 044-24339436, 42867555, 9840226187 
 

 
4. The Delhi Sultanate 

 
Introduction 
 

During the eleventh century, the Turkish horsemen pillaged northern India and 
due to their persistent campaigns, they succeeded in seizing political control of the 
Gangetic plain by the next century. Though the success of their conquests could be 
attributed to their audacity and ferocity, their success is really due to the failure of Indians 
to defend themselves and their territories. Indians viewed each other with distrust, failing 
to take note of the success of Islam in early years of its spread. The superior military might 
of Muslim soldiers was yet another factor that contributed to success in their conquests. In 
this lesson, we discuss how Turkish warriors set about founding and consolidating their 
Islamic rule till the advent of Babur. 
 
Slave Dynasty (1206 - 1290) 
 

Muslim rule in India was established by Muhammad Ghori in 12th century A.D. 
(CE). As he had no sons, he nurtured special slaves called bandagan (a Persian term used 
for slaves purchased for military service). These slaves were posted as governors and they 
were later raised to the status of Sultans. After Ghori’s death in 1206, one of his slaves 
Qutb-ud-din-Aibak who had been left behind by Muhammad Ghori to govern the 
territories he had conqured, proclaimed himself ruler of the Turkish territories in India. He 
laid the foundation of the Slave Dynasty. This dynasty is also known as Mamluk dynasty. 
Mamluk is an Arabic word meaning ‘‘slave’’. Qutb-ud-din-Aibak, Shams-ud-din-Iltutmish 
and Ghiyas-ud-din-Balban were the three great Sultans of this dynasty. The Slave Dynasty 
ruled over the sub-continent for about 84 years. 
 
Qutb-ud-din-Aibak (1206 - 1210) 

 
Qutb-ud-din-Aibak began his rule by establishing Lahore as the capital of his 

kingdom. Later he shifted his capital to Delhi. He was active all through his rule in Delhi 
conquering new territories and suppressing rebellions. He personally led military 
campaigns to the central and western Indo-Gangetic plain (north India) and left the 
conquest of the eastern Gangetic Plain (Bihar, Bengal) to the care of Bakhtiar Khalji. Aibak 
built the Quwwat-ul-Islam Masjid (mosque) in Delhi. This mosque is considered to be the 
oldest in India. He also laid the foundation of the Qutb-Minar, but he was unable to 
complete it. It was later finished by his son-in-law and his successor Iltutmish. Aibak died 
of injuries received during an accidental fall from a horse, while playing polo in 1210. 
 
Iltutmish (1210 - 1236) 
 

Aibak’s son Aram Shah proved incompetent and so the Turkish nobles chose 
Iltutmish, the son-in-law of Aibak as the Sultan, who served as a military commander of 
Aibak. Iltutmish firmly established his control over the territories by suppressing 
rebellions. It was during his reign that the threat of Mongols under Chengiz Khan loomed 
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large over the frontiers of India. He averted the impending danger by refusing to provide 
shelter to the Kwarezm Shah Jalal-ud-din, who had been driven out by Chengiz Khan. In 
order to counter the possible attack of the Mongols, Iltutmish organised Turkish nobility 
into a select group of 40 nobles known as chahalgani or The Forty. 

 
Iltutmish granted iqtas (land) to members of his army. Iqta is the land granted to 

army officials in lieu of a regular wage. The iqta holder is called the iqtadar or muqti who 
had to provide the Sultan with military assistance in times of war. The iqtadar collected 
revenue from his iqta to meet the cost of maintaining his troops and horses. Iltutmish 
completed the construction of the Qutb-Minar, which had been started by Aibak. Iltutmish 
died in April 1236 after ruling for 26 years. 
 
Razia (1236 - 1240) 
 

As the most capable son of Iltutmish, Rukn-ud-din-Firuz, was dead, Iltutmish 
nominated his daughter Razia Sultana as his successor to the throne of Delhi. Razia was an 
able and brave fighter. But she had a tough time with Turkish nobles as she favoured non-
Turkish nobles. She also faced the situation of the ferocious Mongols raiding Punjab 
during her reign. Razia made an Ethiopian slave named Jalal-ud-din Yakut as her personal 
attendant and started trusting him completely. This led to a revolt of the Turkish nobles 
who conspired against her and got her murdered in 1240. 
 
Ghiyas-ud-din Balban (1266 - 1287) 
 

After Razia, three weak rulers in succession ascended the throne. After them came 
Ghiyas-ud-din Balban. Balban abolished The Forty as it was hostile to him. He established 
a department of spies to gather intelligence about the conspirators and the trouble makers 
against his rule. He dealt with insubordination and defiance of royal authority sternly. 
Tughril Khan, a provincial governor in Bengal, who raised a banner of revolt against 
Balban, was captured and beheaded. He was ruthless in dealing with enemies like Meos of 
Mewat (a Muslim Rajput community from north-western India). Balban, however, took 
care to maintain cordial relationship with the Mongols. He obtained from Hulagu Khan, a 
grandson of Chengiz Khan and the Mongol viceroy in Iran, the assurance that Mongols 
would not advance beyond Sutlej. 

 
Balban built forts to guard his empire against the Mongol attacks. He patronised the 

famous Persian poet Amir Khusru. Balban died in 1287. Balban’s son Kaiqubad turned out 
to be weak. In 1290 Malik Jalal-ud-din Khalji, the commander of the army, assumed the 
office of Naib (a deputy to the Sultan) and ruled the kingdom in the name of Kaiqubad. 
Then one day, Jalal-ud-din sent one of his officers and had Kaiqubad murdered. Jalal-ud-
din then formally ascended the throne. With him began the rule of Khalji dynasty. 
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Khalji Dynasty (1290 - 1320) 
Jalal-ud-din Khalji (1296 - 1316) 
 

There were many military campaigns during the reign of Jalal-ud-din. But they 
were mostly organised and led by his nephew, Ala-ud-din, the governor of Kara. One 
significant military expedition was against the Deccan kingdom Devagiri. Ala-ud-din, 
after defeating the Yadava king Ramachandra, plundered the city and returned with huge 
wealth. Ala-ud-din treacherously killed Jalal-ud-din after buying off the prominent nobles 
and important commanders with the wealth he had brought from the Deccan and declared 
himself as the Sultan of Delhi in 1296. 
 
Ala-ud-din Khalji (1296 - 1316) 
 

Ala-ud-din Khalji consolidated the Delhi Sultanate. The range of his conquests is 
impressive: in the Punjab (against the Mongols), in Rajasthan and in Gujarat. With his 
northern frontiers secure, he sent his chief lieutenant Malik Kafur into the southern parts 
who took even the distant Madurai in 1310. The Yadavas of Devagiri, the Kakatias of 
Warangal, the Hoysalas of Dwarasamudra and the Pandyas of Madurai accepted Ala-ud-
din’s suzerainty.  

 
Ala-ud-din’s political and administrative reforms were as impressive as his military 

conquests. Ala-ud-din undertook a survey of the agrarian resources around his capital and 
fixed a standard revenue demand. He entrusted the task of collecting the revenue to the 
military officers. This measure deprived the local chiefs and rajas of their time memorial 
privilege. Ala-ud-din established a system of forced procurement of food grains for Delhi 
and other garrison centres. The procurement prices were fixed and grain collected as tax 
was stored in state granaries. In order to ensure the enforcement of his new regulations, he 
employed spies who were responsible to report to him directly. Ala-ud-din died in 1316. 
The failure of his successors to retain power led to the seizure of power by Ghiyas-ud-din 
Tughluq, who founded the Tughluq dynasty. 
 
Tughluq Dynasty (1320 - 1324 
 
 One of the major tasks of Ghiyas-ud-din as the Sultan was to recover the territories 
that the Sultanate had lost during the turmoil following the death of Ala-ud-din. Ghiyas-
ud-din Tughluq sent his son Jauna Khan to fight against Warangal. Jauna Khan defeated 
Pratabarudra of Warangal and returned with a rich booty. With this looted wealth, 
Ghiyas-ud-din is said to have laid the foundation of the city Tughluqabad near Delhi. 
However, as Ala-ud-din treacherously killed his uncle, Jauna Khan was said to have killed 
his father and ascended the throne with title Muhammad-bin-Tughluq in 1325. 
 
Muhammad-bin-Tughluq (1325 - 1351) 
 

Muhammad-bin-Tughluq was a learned man. Yet he was a person of cruelty. Ala-
ud-din had conquered, looted and left the old ruling families as his dependents. In 
contrast, Muhammad Tughluq dreamt of making the whole of the subcontinent his 
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domain. With the view to facilitating extended sovereignty, he shifted his capital from 
Delhi to the centre of the kingdom, namely Devagiri. He also changed its name to 
Daulatabad. When Muhammad himself decided that the move was a mistake, he ordered 
a return to Delhi as the capital again. When Ibn Battuta, the Morocco traveller who was 
with the Sultan, returned to Delhi, he found Delhi ‘empty, abandoned and had but a small 
population’. 
 

Tughluq changed the Ala-ud-din’s system of revenue collections in grain and 
ordered that land revenue, which was increased, should henceforward be collected in 
money. This proved disastrous during famines. When he discovered that the stock of coins 
and silver was inadequate for minting, he issued a token currency in copper. 
Counterfeiting soon became order of the day and, as a result, the entire revenue system 
collapsed. Trade suffered as foreign merchants stopped business. This forced Sultan to 
withdraw the token currency and pay gold and silver coins in exchange. This move led the 
state to become bankrupt. Tughluq increased land tax in the Doab region, which triggered 
peasant revolts. As the revolts were cruelly dealt with, peasants abandoned cultivation, 
which resulted in the outbreak of frequent famines. 
 

Tughluq ruled as Sultan for 25 years. During his long reign, he had to face many 
revolts of the provincial governors. The Governors of Awadh, Multan and Sind revolted 
and declared themselves independent. In South India, several states arose. The new 
Daulatabad and the conquered territories around them were declared independent 
sultanate called Bahmani. Its founder after whom it was named, was a soldier formerly in 
Tughluq service. Madurai was proclaimed a separate sultanate in 1334. Bengal became 
independent in 1346. Tughluq died on 23 March 1351. 
 
Firoz Shah Tughluq (1351 - 1388) 
 

Firoz, the son of Ghiyas-ud-din’s younger brother, succeeded Muhammad-bin-
Tughluq. Firoz could neither suppress revolts nor win back the provinces that had broken 
away. He also showed no interest in re-conquering the southern provinces. He refused to 
accept an invitation (c. 1365) from a Bahmani prince to intervene in the affairs of the 
Deccan. Firoz rewarded Sufis and other religious leaders generously and listened to their 
advice. He also created charities to aid poor Muslims, built colleges, mosques, and 
hospitals. He adopted many humanitarian measures. He banned inhuman punishments 
and abolished taxes not recognised by Muslim law. 
 

He promoted agriculture by waiving off the debts of the agriculturalists and 
constructing many canals for irrigation. He laid out 1200 new gardens and restored 30 old 
gardens of Ala-ud-din-Khalji. He had built new towns such as Firozabad, Jaunpur, Hissar 
and Firozpur. Despite adopting a peaceful approach and taking efforts to organise the 
Sultanate well, he had to spend his last days in unhappiness. His own son Muhammad 
Khan revolted against him and Firoz Shah died in September 1388, at the age of 83.  
 
Timur’s Invasion (1398) 
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The sacking and massacre by Tamerlane or Timur of Delhi came a decade after 
Firuz Shah Tughluq died. As a ruler of the region around Samarkand in Central Asia, 
Timur had occupied some parts in the north-west of India. Taking advantage of India’s 
weakness, he entered India in December 1398 and plundered Delhi. Punjab, besides the 
Delhi city, was the province that suffered most by Timur’s raid. Timur, apart from 
carrying huge wealth in the form of gold, silver, jewels, also took along Indian artisans like 
carpenters and masons to work on monuments in Samarkand. 
 
Sayyid Dynasty (1414 - 1451) 
 

Though the Sultanate fragmented into a number of independent kingdoms, it 
endured for 114 years more, till the Mughal invasion. Before leaving Delhi, Timur had left 
behind his representative Khizr Khan as the governor of the territories he had conquered 
(Delhi, Meerut and Punjab). He founded the Sayyid Dynasty in 1414, which lasted till 
1451. The last ruler of this dynasty, Ala-ud-din Alam Shah, abdicated the throne in 1451. 
This gave Bahlol Lodi, then the governor of Sirhind (Punjab), the opportunity to become 
the new Sultan of Delhi, leading to the establishment of Lodi dynasty. 
 
Lodi Dynasty (1451 - 1526) 
 
 In 1489, Bahlol Lodi was succeeded by his son Sikandar Lodi. Sikandar was a 
patron of arts and learning. He founded the city of Agra and made it his capital. He died 
in 1517 and was succeeded by his son, Ibrahim Lodi, who was defeated by Babur in 1526 
in the Panipat battle. Thus the Lodi dynasty and the Delhi Sultanate were ended by Babur 
who went on to establish the Mughal Empire in India.  
 
Islamic art and architecture: 
 
 The mansions of high-ranking Muslim nobles, soldiers and officials were built first 
in cities and the neighbourhoods. Around them, the mosques in the imperial style were 
constructed by successive Muslim regimes in Delhi. Mosques and Madrasas looked 
architecturally different. The graceful decorations of doorways and walls with lines from 
the Koran made a distinct appearance in these buildings. The shape of all these buildings 
was Persian, while the decoration was Indian. So, it is called Indo-Saracenic architecture. 
Qutb Minar, Alai-Darwaza, Quwwat-ul Islam Masjid, Moth-ki-Masjid, the tombs of 
Iltutmish, Balban and the forts of Daulatabad and Firozsabad were all constructed in this 
style. 
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Unit II 
The Mughal Empire 

 
Introduction 
 

A new empire began in India with the arrival of the Mughal king Babur. Except for 
the brief reign of Sher Shah of Sur dynasty, the Mughal rule lasted from A.D.(CE) 1526 to 
1707. These were the years when the fame of the Great Mughals of India spread all over 
Asia and Europe. After six Great Mughal Emperors, the empire began to disintegrate. 
 
Babur (1526–1530) 
Ancestry and His Early Career 
 

Zahir-ud-din Muhammad Babur, popularly known as Babur, was the founder of 
the Mughal Empire in India. The term ‘Mughal’ can be traced to Babur’s ancestors. Babur 
was the great grandson of Timur (on his father’s side). On his mother’s side, his 
grandfather was Yunus Khan of Tashkent, who was known as the GreatKhan of the 
Mongols and the thirteenth in the direct line of descent of Chengiz Khan. Babur was born 
on 14 February 1483. He was named Zahir-ud-din (Defender of Faith) Muhammad. He 
inherited Farghana, a small kingdom in Central Asia, when he was 12 years old. But he 
was soon driven out from there by Uzbeks. After 10 years of adversity, Babur established 
himself as the ruler of Kabul. 

 
Foundation of the Mughal Empire 
 

In Kabul, Babur set his sights eastward, reminded by the memory of Timur’s Indian 
invasion. In 1505, the very year after he took Kabul, Babur led his first expedition towards 
India. Yet he was preoccupied with the Central Asian affairs. He did not have any 
ambition beyond Punjab till 1524. Then a greater opportunity came knocking. Dilawar 
Khan, who was Daulat Khan Lodi’s son, and Alam Khan, who was the uncle of Sultan of 
Delhi, arrived in Kabul to seek Babur’s help in removing Ibrahim Lodi from power. Babur 
defeated Ibrahim Lodi in the famous Battle of Panipat in 1526 and occupied Delhi and 
Agra. Following Babur’s victory in this battle, Mughal dynasty came to be established in 
India with Agra as its capital. 

 
Babur’s Military Conquests 
 

Babur defeated Rana Sanga and his allies at Khanwa in 1527. He won the war 
against the chief of Chanderi in 1528 and prevailed over the Afghan chiefs of Bengal and 
Bihar in 1529. Babur died in 1530 before he could consolidate his victories. Babur was a 
scholar in Turkish and Persian languages. He recorded his impressions about Hindustan, 
its animals, plants and trees, flowers and fruits in his autobiography Tuzuki- Baburi. 
 

Following the tradition set by Chengiz Khan, who nominated the most deserving 
among his sons as his heir, Babur chose his favourite and eldest son, Humayun, as his heir. 
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Humayun (1530–1540 and 1555–1556) 
 

Humayun, on his accession to the throne, divided his inheritance as per his father’s 
will and accordingly his brothers, Kamran, Hindal and Askari, got a province each. Yet 
each of the brothers aspired for the throne of Delhi. Humayun also had other rivals and 
notable among them was the Afghan Sher Shah Sur, the ruler of Bihar and Bengal. Sher 
Shah defeated Humayun at Chausa (1539) and again at Kanauj (1540). Humayun, defeated 
and overthrown, had to flee to Iran. With the help of the Persian ruler Shah Tahmasp of 
the Safavid dynasty, Humayun succeeded in recapturing Delhi in 1555. But he died in 
1556 when he fell down the stairs of his library in Delhi. 

 
Sher Shah (1540–1545) 
 

Sher Shah was the son of the Afghan noble Hasan Suri, ruler of Sasaram in Bihar. 
After overthrowing Humayun, Sher Shah started the rule of Sur dynasty at Agra. During 
his brief reign, he built an empire stretching from Bengal to the Indus, excluding Kashmir. 
He also introduced an efficient land revenue system. He built many roads, and 
standardised coins, weights and measures. 
 
Akbar (1556–1605) 
Accession to Throne 
 

After the death of Humayun in 1556, his 14-year-old son Akbar was crowned the 
King. Humayun’s trusted general Bairam Khan became the regent and ruled on behalf of 
Akbar, as the latter was a minor. 
 

Hemu, a general of Sur dynasty, soon captured Agra and Delhi in 1556. In the same 
year, Bairam Khan defeated and killed Hemu in the battle at Panipat (Second Battle of 
Panipat, 1556). As Bairam Khan was murdered in Gujarat, allegedly at the instance of 
Akbar who could not tolerate his dominance in day-to-day governance of the kingdom, 
Akbar assumed full control of the government. Akbar brought most of India under his 
control through conquests and alliances. 

 
Conquests of Women Rulers 
 

Akbar conquered Malwa and parts of Central India. His defeat of Rani Durgavati, a 
ruler in the Central Province, is not appreciated, since the brave Rani did him no harm. Yet 
urged by his ambition to build an empire, Akbar had no consideration for the good nature 
of the ruler. Similarly, another woman ruler Akbar had to confront in South India was the 
famous Rani Chand Bibi, regent of Ahmednagar. The fight this woman put up impressed 
the Mughal army so much that they gave her favourable terms of peace. 

 
Battle of Haldighati 
 

Akbar defeated Rana Uday Singh of Mewar and captured the fort of Chittoor in 
1568 and then Ranthambore in 1569. In 1576, he won over Uday Singh’s son Rana Pratap 
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at the Battle of Haldighati. Though defeated, Rana Pratap escaped on his horse, Chetak, 
and continued his 
fight, leading a life in the jungle. The memory of this gallant Rajput is treasured in 
Rajputana, and many a legend has grown around him. 
 
Commercial Access to Arabia, Southeast Asia and China 
 

Akbar’s conquest of Gujarat helped him to establish control over Gujarat’s overseas 
trade with the Arabs and the Europeans. Akbar’s military campaigns in East Bihar and 
Odishaand victory over Bengal facilitated access to Southeast Asia and China. 
 
Military Campaigns in the North-West (1585–1605) 
 

Among other conquests of Akbar, the important were the campaigns he launched 
in the North–West of India. Akbar added Kandahar, Kashmir and Kabul to the Mughal 
Empire. His battles in the Deccan led to the annexation of Berar, Khandesh and parts of 
Ahmednagar. Under Akbar, the Mughal Empire extended from Kashmir in the north to 
Godavari in the south, and from Kandahar in the west to Bengal in the east.  

 
Akbar died in 1605 and his mortal remains were buried at Sikandra near Agra. 
 

Akbar’s Religious Policy 
 

Akbar, realising that the gains of affection would be more enduring than the gains 
of the sword, made all out efforts to win the goodwill of the Hindu nobles and the Hindu 
masses. He abolished the jizya (poll tax) on non-Muslims and the tax on Hindu pilgrims. 
He also married a girl of a noble Rajput family. Later, he married off his son to a Rajput 
girl as well. He appointed Rajput nobles to important and top positions in his Empire. Raja 
Man Singh of Jaipur was sent as governor of Kabul once. 
 

Akbar treated all the religious groups fairly with generosity of spirit. The Sufi saint 
Salim Chishti and the Sikh Guru Ramdas received Akbar’s utmost respect and regard. 
Guru Ramdas was gifted a plot of land in Amritsar, where the Sikh shrine Harmandir 
Sahib was later built. In Ibadat Khana, a hall in the new Fatehpur Sikri city, constructed by 
Akbar,scholars of all religions met for a discourse. 
 
Contributions to culture 
 

Akbar was a great patron of learning. His personal library had more than four 
thousand manuscripts. He patronised scholars of all beliefs and all shades of opinions. He 
extended his benevolence to authors such as Abul Fazl, Abul Faizi and Abdur Rahim 
Khan-i-Khanan, the great storyteller Birbal, competent officials like Raja Todar Mal, Raja 
Bhagwan Das and Raja Man Singh. The great composer and musician Tansen and artist 
Daswant adorned Akbar’s court as well. 
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Jahangir (1605–1627) 
 

Akbar was succeeded by Prince Salim, his son through a Rajput wife, who was also 
named Nur-ud-din Muhammad Jahangir (Conqueror of the World). Jahangir was more 
interested in art and painting and gardens and flowers, than in running the government. 
So Jahangir’s wife, Mehr-un-nisa, known as Nur Jahan, was the real power behind the 
throne. Jahangir carried on to some extent his father’s traditions. The toleration of religions 
of Akbar’s time continued in Jahangir’s time. 

 
But Jahangir ordered the execution of Sikh leader Guru Arjun (or Arjan) for helping 

his rebellious son Khusrau, who contested for the throne. This resulted in a prolonged 
fight between the Sikhs and the Mughals. As a result of this confrontation, the Mughals 
had to lose 
control over the trade routes to Afghanistan, Persia and Central Asia. The loss of 
Kandahar exposed India to invasions from the North-West. Ahmednagar, though 
conquered by Jahangir, remained a source of trouble throughout his reign. 
 

Jahangir granted trading rights to the Portuguese and later to the English. Thomas 
Roe, a representative of King James I of England, visited Jahangir’s court and this 
agreement paved the way for the British establishing their first factory in Surat. 
 
Shah Jahan (1627–1658) 
 

Prince Khurram, after a struggle for power, succeeded Jahangir as Shah Jahan (King 
of the World). Shah Jahan ruled for thirty years. 
 

He led a campaign against Ahmednagar and annexed it in 1632. Bijapur and 
Golconda were also conquered later. Some Maratha warriors, notably Shahji Bhonsle 
(Shivaji’s father),entered the services of the Deccan kingdoms and trained bands of 
Maratha soldiers to fightagainst the Mughals. So there was a sustained resistance in the 
Deccan to the Mughals from the Marathas too. Shah Jahan was intolerant towards other 
religions than Islam. In his reigncame the climax of Mughal splendour, which is detailed 
in the next part of this lesson. 
 

Shah Jahan fell ill in 1657 and a war of succession broke out among his four sons. 
Aurangzeb emerged successful after killing his three brothers, Dara, Shuja and Murad. 
Shah Jahan passed the last eight years of his life as a prisoner in the Shah Burj of the Agra 
Fort. 
 
Aurangzeb (1658–1707) 
 

Aurangzeb, the last of the Great Mughals, started off his reign by imprisoning his 
old father. He assumed the title Alamgir (the Conqueror of the World). He reigned for 48 
years. He was no lover of art like his grandfather Jahangir and architecture like his father 
Shah Jahan. 
 



 

19 | P a g e APPOLO STUDY CENTRE PH: 044-24339436, 42867555, 9840226187 
 

He tolerated no religion excepting Islam. He re-imposed the jizya tax on Hindus 
and excluded them from office as far as possible. Between 1658 and 1681, Aurangzeb 
remained in the North and suppressed the revolt of Bundelas, Jats, Satnamis and Sikhs. 
Aurangzeb’s expansion in the North-East resulted in a war with the Ahoms of Kamarupa 
(Assam). The kingdom came under repeated attacks of the Mughals, but it could not be 
subdued totally. 
 
Relationship with Rajputs and Marathas 
 

Aurangzeb’s hostility towards Rajputs led to prolonged wars with them. To make 
mattersworse, his rebellious son, Prince Akbar, joined the forces of Rajputs and created 
troubles to him. Prince Akbar entered into a pact with Shivaji’s son Shambuji in the 
Deccan. So Aurangzeb had to march to the Deccan in 1689. 
 

In the Deccan, Aurangzeb brought Bijapur and Golconda into submission. Shivaji 
hadcarved out a kingdom, proclaiming himself the Emperor of Maratha State (1674). 
Aurangzebcould not stop the rise of Shivaji in the southwest. But he vanquished Shivaji’s 
son andsuccessor Shambuji, who was captured and executed by him. Aurangzeb 
remained in theDeccan until his death in 1707, at the age of nearly 90. 
 

By the end of Aurangzeb’s rule, the British had firmly established their trade 
centres atMadras (Chennai), Calcutta (Kolkata) and Bombay (Mumbai). The French had 
their maintrade centre in Pondicherry (Puducherry). 

 
The Mughal AdministrationCentral Administration 
 

The Mughals provided a stable administration in larger parts of India. The Emperor 
was the supreme head of the Mughal administrative system. He was the law maker, the 
chief executive, the commander-in-chief of the army and the final dispenser of justice. He 
was assisted by a council of ministers. The most important officials were the Wakil (Prime 
Minister) and Wazir or diwan (in charge of the revenue and expenditure). Mir Bhakshi 
was incharge of the army. The Mir Saman looked after the royal household. The Qazi was 
the Chief Judge. Sadr-us-Sudr was minister for enforcing Islamic law (Sharia). 

 
Provincial Administration 
 

The empire was divided into several Subhas (provinces). Each Subha was under the 
control of an officer called Subedar. The Subhas were further divided into districts called 
Sarkars. The Sarkars were subdivided into Parganas. A group of villages (Gramas) formed 
a Pargana. 
 
Local Administration 
 

The towns and cities were administered by Kotwals. Kotwals maintained law and 
order. The administration of villages was left in the hands of local village panchayats 
(informal institution of justice in villages). The Panchayatdars (jury) dispensed justice. 
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Army 
 

The Mughal army comprised infantry, cavalry, war elephants and artillery. The 
Emperor maintained a large number of trained and well-armed bodyguards and palace 
guards 

 
Mansabdari System 
 

Akbar introduced the Mansabdari system. According to this system, the nobles, 
civil and military officials were combined to form one single service. Everyone in the 
service was given a mansab, meaning a position or rank. A Mansabdar was a holder of 
such a rank. 
 

Mansabdar rank was dependent on Zat and Sawar. The former indicated one’s 
status. Sawar was the number of horses and horsemen he had to maintain. His salary was 
fixed on the basis of the number of soldiers each Mansabdar received ranging from 10 to 
10,000. The Mansabdars were paid high salary by the Emperor. Before receiving the salary, 
a Mansabdar had to present his horsemen for inspection. Their horses were branded to 
prevent theft. The Emperor could use the troops maintained by a Mansabdar whenever he 
wished. The rank of Mansabdar was not hereditary during Akbar’s time. After him, it 
became hereditary. 
 
Land Revenue Administration 
 

Land revenue administration was toned up during the reign of Akbar. Raja Todar 
Mal, Revenue Minister of Akbar, adopted and refined the system introduced by Sher 
Shah. TodarMal’s zabt system was put in place in the north and north-western provinces. 
According tothis system, after a survey, lands were classified according to the nature and 
fertility of the soil. The share of the state was fixed at one-third of the average produce for 
10 years. During the reign of Shah Jahan, the zabt or zabti system was extended to the 
Deccan provinces. 
 

The Mughal emperors enforced the old iqta system, renaming it jagir. It is a land 
tenure system developed during the period of Delhi Sultanate. Under the system, the 
collection of the revenue of an area and the power of governing it were bestowed upon a 
military or civil official now named Jagirdar. Every Mansabdar was a Jagirdar if he was 
not paid in cash. The Jagirdar collected the revenue through his own officials. The Amal 
Guzar or the revenue collector of the district was assisted by subordinate officers like the 
Potdar, the Qanungo, the Patwari and the Muqaddams. 
 

Those appointed to collect the revenue from the landholders were called 
zamindars. Zamindars collected taxes and maintained law and order with the help of 
Mughal officials and soldiers. The local chieftains and little kings were also called 
zamindars. But at the end of the sixteenth century, the zamindars were conferred 
hereditary rights over their zamin. The zamindar was empowered to maintain troops for 
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the purpose of collecting revenue. The emperor granted lands to scholars, holy men and 
religious institutions. These lands called suyurghal were tax-free. 
 
Religious Policy 
 

The Mughal emperors were the followers of Islam. Akbar was very liberal in his 
religious policy. In Akbar’s court, the Portuguese missionaries were great favourites. 
Akbar tried to include the good principles in all religions and formulated them into one 
single faith called Din-I-Ilahi (divine faith). Jahangir and Shah Jahan also followed the 
policy of Akbar.Aurangzeb rejected the liberal views of his predecessors. As we pointed 
out earlier, he re-imposed the jizya and pilgrim tax on the Hindus. His intolerance 
towards other religions 
made him unpopular among the people. 
 
Art and Architecture 
 

Babur introduced the Persian style of architecture to India by building many 
structures at Agra, Biana, Dholpur, Gwalior and Kiul (Aligarh), but only a few of them 
exist today. Humayun’s palace in Delhi, Din-i-Panah, was probably destroyed by Sher 
Shah Sur who built the Purana Qila in its place. The most prominent monument of Sher 
Shah’s reign was his mausoleum built at Sasaram in Bihar. 

 
The Diwan-i-Khas, Diwan-i-Am, Panch Mahal (pyramidal structure in five stories), 

Rang Mahal, Salim Chishti’s Tomb and Buland Darwaza were built during Akbar’s 
time.Jahangir completed Akbar’s tomb at Sikandara and the beautiful building containing 
the tombof Itmad-ud-daula, father of Nur Jahan, at Agra. 
 

Shah Jahan’s time witnessed the climax of Mughal splendour. The famous peacock 
throne,covered with expensive jewels, was made for the Emperor to sit on. Then rose the 
world famous Taj Mahal, by the side of the Jumna river at Agra. Besides Taj, he built the 
Moti Masjid, the pearl mosque at Agra, the great Jama Masjid of Delhi and the Diwan-i-
Khas and Diwan-i-Am in his palace in Delhi. 
 

During Aurangzeb’s reign, architecture did not receive much patronage. The Bibi 
Ka Maqbara in Aurangabad, a mausoleum built by his son Prince Azam Shah as a loving 
tribute to his mother in the late seventeenth century, is, however, worth mentioning. 
 

Red Fort 
Red Fort, also called Lal Qila, in Delhi was the residence of the Mughal emperors. 
Constructed in 1639 by Emperor Shah Jahan as the palace of his fortified capital 
Shajahanabad. The Red Fort is named for its massive enclosing walls of red 
sandstone. 
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7th term 3 
Unit -1 

New Religious Ideas and Movements 
 
Introduction 
 

Medieval India saw an extraordinary production of devotional poetry, which were 
not restricted to one particular religion but inspired by different religious movements. The 
exponents of these movements held the view that total devotion (bhakti) to God could 
save man from the pitfalls of life and earn him salvation. It was also believed that one does 
not have to go to temples or perform rituals, for God is omnipresent and resides inside 
every human. 
 
 The Bhagavad Gita proposed that the path of bhaktimarga (the path of bhakti) is 
superior to the two other religious approaches, namely, the path of knowledge (jnana) and 
the path of rituals and good works (karma), providing 
Inspiration to the exponents of Bhakti cult. 
 
Bhakti Movement:  
 

The Beginnings the Bhakti movement or the resurgence of devotional practices, 
started in Tamil Nadu around seventh century A.D. It included reciting the name of the 
God or Goddess, singing hymns in their praise, wearing religious marks or carrying 
identity emblems, and undertaking Pilgrimages to sacred places associated with the deity. 
It emphasised the mutual emotional attachment and love of a devotee towards a personal 
God and of the God for the devotee. This view was also preached by Sufism, which 
appeared as a reaction against worldliness of the early Islam. Sufis believed that 
realisation of God can be achieved only through passionate devotion to God and intense 
meditation. Sufis were of the view that this type of meditation would enable the devotee 
to understand the true nature of God. They argued that doing so would liberate the 
devotee from all worldly bonds and help them become one with God. Several mystical 
religious movements, in both Hinduism and Islam, had no hesitation to freely include 
elements of different faiths in their teachings. ‘There is only one god, though Hindus and 
Muslims call him by different names’, stated Haridasa. 
 

Three Muthal Azhwars: Poigai Azhwar, Bhoothathu Azhwar and Pei Azhwar. 
Other Azhwars: Thirumalisai Azhwar, Periyazhwar, Thondaradippodi Azhwar, 
ThirumangaiAzhwar, Thiruppanazhwar, Kulasekara Azhwar, Nammazhwar, 
Mathurakavi Azhwar and Andal. 

 
1. Devotional Movement in Tamizhakam (Azhwars and Nayanmars) 
 

The Azhwars, the Vaishnavite Bhakti sagesand the originators of Bhakti cult, and 
theNayanmars, the worshipers of Siva or the Saivites,composed devotional hymns in 
Tamil language,dedicated to their respective gods. Siva-bhaktiis associated with Siva’s 
manifestations onearth. Poems to Siva and Vishnu, particularlyto Krishna, were composed 



 

23 | P a g e APPOLO STUDY CENTRE PH: 044-24339436, 42867555, 9840226187 
 

in Tamil and otherSouth Indian languages such as Kannada andTelugu. These poet-saints 
criticised caste-basedsocial status and advocated gender equality inorder to make it good 
to stand the onslaught ofBuddhism or Jainism. 
 

Vishnu-bhakti or Vaishnavism is based on Vishnu’s avatars (incarnations), 
particularly Krishna and Rama. The 12 Tamil Azhwars are chiefly known for their 
immortal hymns. Two Azhwars stand out distinctly for their contribution to the 
promotion of the Bhakti movement. Nammazhwar’s fame lies in his 1,102-stanza 
Tiruvaimozhi. Nathamuni collected the 4,000 poems of Nammazhwar, in the form of 
Divya Prabandham. Andal, theonly female Azhwar, is another. Periyazhwar, who was 
earlier known as Vishnu Chittar, made lots of songs on Krishna putting himself in 
theplace of mother Yashoda. Periyazhvar is said to have found Andal as a baby in the tulsi 
garden at Srivilliputhur temple and adopted her. She grew up in the temple town of 
Srivilliputhur and became known as Andal-she who ruled.The Thiruppavai (The Path to 
Krishna) and the Nachiyar Thirumozhi (The Sacred Songs of the Lady) are her celebrated 
works. Her poems expressing her love for Ranganatha, the incarnation of Vishnu 
worshiped at a templeat Srirangam, are used in Vaishnava wedding ceremonies in Tamil 
Nadu. 

 

There are 63 legendary Nayanmars. Among them, Gnanasampandar, Appar, and 
Sundarar(often called “the trio”) are worshipped as saints through their images in South 
Indian temples.Nambi Andar Nambi (1000 A.D.) is said to have compiled the songs of all 
of the Nayanmarsthat form the basis of Tirumurai, the basic Tamil Saivite sacred canon. It 
consists of 12 books,and 11 of them were assembled by Nambi. The 12th book is 
Sekkizhar’s Periyapuranam. 

 
(a) Adi Shankara 
 

Adi Shankaraor Shankarachariar(c. 700–750 A.D.)preached the Advaita 
philosophy. Theessence of thisphilosophy is that thesoul (atma) unites 
with the universal soul(brahma) through theattainment of knowledge. He set up 
mathas(mutts), centres of learning and worship, atBadrinath, Puri, Dwarka and Sringeri. 
Theseplaces have become prominent pilgrim centres 
today. Shankara enthusiastically endeavouredto restore the orthodox Vedic tradition 
withoutpaying attention to the Bhakti movement of histime. His masterpiece is the 
commentary onthe Brahma-sutra, which is a fundamental textof the Vedanta school. His 
commentaries onthe principal Upanishads are also consideredequally important. 
 
(b) Ramanuja :  
 

Ramanuja, a 11th century Vaishnava saint, was the most influential thinker of 
Vaishnavism. His philosophy, known as vishistadvaita, proclaims that the soul retains its 
identity even after uniting with brahma. After a long 
Pilgrimage, Ramanuja settled in Srirangam. Ramanuja articulated ideas of social equality 
and condemned caste-based restrictions on entering the temples. He established centres to 
spread his doctrine of devotion, Srivaishnavism, to God Vishnu and his consort Lakshmi.  
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In the 16th and 17th centuries, Vaishnavism spread across India. The Vadakalai 

Vaishnavism originally flourished around Kanchipuram, which was a popular centre for 
Sanskrit learning. Thenkalai Vaishnavism centred on Srirangam. Vadakalai sect focused 
on Vedic literature, which is written in Sanskrit. The Thenkalai sect stressed the 
importance of Divya Prabandhams, written by the 12 Azhwars in Tamil. 

 
2. Bhakti Movement in North India 
 

While dealing with the religious movements of the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries in northern India, one has to keep in mind the two very different attitudes which 
Hindu religious leaders had towards Islam. One group accepted what was best in Islam; 
the other adopted a few elements in order to prevent conversion to Islam. Both reacted to 
Islam, but one was sympathetic while the other was hostile. Kabir and Guru Nanak, and 
other founders of new sects are included in the first group, while the movement in Bengal, 
associated with Chaitanya deva, or Chaitanya Mahaprabu, belongs to the latter tendency. 
 
(a) Exponents of Bhakti Movement 
 

It was Ramananda who spread the Bhakti ideology in northern India where it 
became a mass movement. Vallabhacharya, a Telugu philosopher, built a temple for Lord 
Krishna on the Govardhan Hills near Mathura. Surdas, 
a blind poet and musician, was associated with this temple as well as that of Agra. His 
famous collection of poetry is called Sursagar. Meera Bai, wife of the crown prince of 
Mewar, was an ardent devotee of Lord Krishna. She was a disciple of Ravidas. Meera Bai 
gained popularity through her bhajans. Chaitanyadeva popularised Krishna worship 
through ecstatic songs and dancing that had a profound effect on Vaishnavism in Bengal. 
In the 16th century, in Tulsidas’s Hindi retelling of the story of Rama in the 
Ramcharitmanas, the sentiment of friendship and loyalty is stressed. Many of those poems 
continue to be recited and sung often at all-night celebrations. 
 

Tukaram, a 17th century saint poet of Maharashtra,is known for his spiritual songs 
(abangas orkirtanas), devoted to Vitthoba, an avatar ofKrishna. There is a 
Vitthoba/Panduranga templeat Pantharpur or Pandaripuram in Sholapur 
district, Maharashtra. What is Chaitanyadeva toBengal is Tukaram to Maharashtra. 

 
3. Sufism in India 
 

The advent of Sufis to India dates back to theArab conquest of Sind. It gained 
prominence inthe 10th and 11th centuries during the reign ofthe Delhi Sultans. Sufism 
adopted many nativeIndian concepts such as yogic postures, musicand dance. Sufism 
found adherents among bothMuslims and Hindus. 

 

Sufism: The word Sufi takes its originfrom suf, meaning wool. The Sufis wore 
course garments made of wool and hencethey were called Sufis. Sufism was 
basicallyIslamic but was influenced by Hindu andBuddhist (Mahayana) ideas. It rejected 
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thestringent conduct code of the ulemas. Sufislived in hermitages akin to monasteriesand 
functioned outside society. 
 

 
Sufis in medieval India were divided into three major orders. They were Chisti, 
Suhrawardi and Firdausi. Moinuddin Chishti made Chisti order 
popular in India. He died in Ajmer (1236) and his resting place is in the Ajmer Sharif 
Dargah in Ajmer, Rajasthan. The best known Sufi sage of the early medieval period was 
Nizamuddin Auliya of the Chishti order, who had a large number of followers among the 
ruling class in Delhi. Poet Amir Khusru was one of its distinguishedfollowers. Suhrawardi 
order was founded byan Iranian Sufi Abdul-Wahid Abu Najib. TheFirdausi order was a 
branch of Suhrawardi orderand its activities were confined to Bihar. 
 
4. (a) Kabir 
 

As a Muslim,Kabir came underthe influence ofVaranasi-based Saint 
Ramananda. Heaccepted some Hinduideas and tried toreconcile Hinduism 
and Islam. However,it was the Hindus,and particularly those of the lower classes, towhom 
his message appealed. Kabir believedthat God is one and formless, even thoughdifferent 
religious sects give him differentnames and forms. He opposed discriminationon the basis 
of religion, caste and wealth. Healso condemned meaningless rituals. Kabir’sverses were 
composed in Bhojpuri languagemixed with Urdu. The Kabir’s Granthavali andthe Bijak 
contain collections of Kabir’s verses. 
 
(b) Guru Nanak 
 

Early Life: Guru Nanak, born in a village near Lahore in 1469, showed interest in 
religious discussions with other saints right from his early childhood. His parents were 
keen to involve him in worldly life. But he was inclined towards spiritualism. He visited 
many holy places and finally settled in Kartarpur near Lahore. He died there in 1539. To 
mark the 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak, a corridor is being constructed by the 
Indian 
government that will link the Nanak shrine in Gurdaspur with Gurudwara Darbar Sahib 
at Kartarpur in Pakistan.  

 

 
Guru Nanak’s Teachings: 
 

Guru Nanak preached that God is without form and wanted his followers to 
practice meditation upon the name of God for peace and ultimate salvation. He is 
considered the first guru by the Sikhs. Guru Nanak had great contempt for Vedic rituals 
and caste discriminations. The teachings of Guru Nanak formed the basis of Sikhism, a 
new religious order, founded in the late 15th century. His and his successors’ teachings are 
collected in the Guru Granth Sahib, which is the holy book of the Sikhs. Guru Nanak’s 
teachings were spread through the group singing of hymns, called kirtan. The devotees 
gathered in (rest houses), which became gurudwaras in course of time.  
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Guru Nanak nominated his disciple Lehna to succeed him as the guru. Following 

this precedent, the successors are named by the incumbent Sikh Guru. At the time ofGuru 
Gobind Singh, the custom of pahul (baptism by sweetened water stirred with a dagger) 
was introduced. Those who got baptised became members of a disciplined brotherhood 
known as the Khalsa (meaning the pure). The men were given the title Singh (lion). Every 
member of the Khalsa had to have five distinctive things on his person. These were kesh 
(uncut hair), kangha (comb), kirpan (dagger), kada (steel bangle) and kachera 
(underpants). After Guru Gobind Singh, the holy book Guru Granth Sahib is considered 
the guru and its message is spreadby the Khalsa. 
 
5. Impact of the Religious/ Bhakti Movement 
 

• Vedic Hinduism was regenerated and thus saved from the onslaught  of Islam 

• The Islamic tenets – unity of God and universal brotherhood – emphasised by 
the saints promoted harmony and peace. 

• Bhakti was a movement of the common people; it used the language of the 
common people for its devotional literature. 

• Bhakti movement opened up space for Indian languages to grow. It stimulated 
literary activity in regional languages. 

• What sustained Sanskrit, despite its decline during this period, was the support 
extended by the rulers of Hindu kingdoms. 

• Tamil was the only ancient Indian language remained vibrant during this period. 
But the ethos of Tamil literature in medieval time had changed. In the classical 
period, it had secular literature depicting the everyday life, its joys and sorrows, 
but under the influence of devotional cults, its emphasis shifted to religion and 
religious literature. 

• Caste system and social disparities came to be criticised.   
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9TH – HISTORY 
UNIT - 7 State and Society In Medieval India 

 
Introduction 
 
 The ‘medieval’ period from the 7th century A.D.(CE) till the beginning of Mughal 
rule in the 16th century. The Mughal era, from the 16th to 18th century is referred to as the 
early modern peroid.  
 
 The political scenario in all parts of India underwent momentous, definitive 
changes which transformed the social and economic fabric and development of the 
country. 
 
Major Political Changes  
 

❖ The expansion of the Chola empire from the time of Rajaraja I which eclipsed the 
Pandyan and Pallava kingdoms, extending north till Orissa.  

 
❖ From the twelfth century, the beginning of several centuries of Muslim rule in 

Delhi, extending throughout north India and the spread of Islam to different parts 
of the country.  

 
❖ By the end of the 13th century the eclipse of the great empire of the Cholas and the 

consequent rise of many Religious kingdoms in south India. This ultimately 
culminated in the rise of the Vijayanagar empire which exercised authority over all 
of south India and came to be considered the bastion of Religious rule in the south.  

 
❖ The consolidation of Muslim rule under the Mughals in the north, beginning in 

1526 A.D. (C.E.) with the defeat of the Ibrahim Lodi by Babur. At its height, the 
Mughal empire stretched from Kabul to Gujarat to Bengal, from Kashmir to south 
India.  

 
❖ The coming of the Europeans, beginning with the Portuguese who arrived on the 

west coast of India in 1498.  
 
Political Changes (1000–1700) 
 
(a) North India: The Advent of Islam  
 
 Muslim rule was established in Delhi at the end of the 12th century by Muhammad 

Ghori, Arab Muslim merchants had been trading in the ports of the west coast, especially 
Kerala, as early as the 9th century. Similarly, Muslim invaders from west Asia had set up 
Sultanates in Gujarat and Sind since the 8th century.  
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 The impact of Muslim rule was felt during the reign of Alauddin Khalji (1296-1316 
A.D. (C.E.)) who sent military campaigns to the south. The primary objective was to 
plunder the wealth, rather than to expand his territory. 
 
 Devagiri (near Aurangabad) was captured by Alauddin Khalji. Renamed 
Daulatabad, it was the second stronghold of his growing kingdom. Alauddin Khalji’s 
slave and commander, Malik Kafur, was sent on military expeditions further south in the 
first decade of the 1300s A.D. (C.E.).  
 
 The Tughlaq kings who came after Alauddin also sent their armies to the south. As 
a result, the generally more isolated southern part of the country came into the orbit of the 
rulers of the north. Governors were appointed in various provinces in the Deccan region, 
and a Sultanate was even established in Madurai.  
 
 D u r i n g the reign of Muhammad bin Tughlaq, there was a revolt in Dau l a t a b a 
d . A l a u d d i n B a h m a n Shah set up the Bahmani sultanate in 1347 A.D. (C.E.), with 
his capital in Bidar. The Bahmani kingdom survived for nearly a century and a half, 
mainly due to the able administration of Mahmud Gawan, a great statesman and loyal 
minister. After his death, many viceroys declared their independence, and by the end of 
the fifteenth century, five sultanates came up in the Deccan: Bijapur, Golkonda, 
Ahmednagar, Berar, and Bidar. Bijapur and Golkonda were the largest of these sultanates 
and the region entered a phase of considerable economic growth and expansion of trade. 
The Deccan sultanates were conquered by Aurangzeb in the 1660s A.D. (C.E.), and the 
entire region, as far south as Madras (Chennai) became a part of the Mughal empire.  
 
(b) The Chola Empire in the South  
 
 The territorial expansion of the Chola empire began under Rajaraja I. The Pallava 
kingdom had already been assimilated into the Chola kingdom. The Pandya 
kingdomremained independent, but was subservient to the Cholas. The empire expanded 
further under Rajendra I who had successfully taken his armies as far to the northeast as 
the river Ganges. He had also sent naval expeditions against the Sailendra Kingdom of Sri 
Vijaya (in Indonesia), Kadaram (Kedah) and Ceylon. This earned him the title “the Chola 
who had conquered the Ganga and Kadaram” (gangaiyum kadaramum konda cholan). Ceylon 
remained a province of the Chola empire for a few decades. The empire was further 
consolidated through marriage with the eastern Chalukyas under Rajendra’s grandson 
Kulottunga I, and extended up to the border of Orissa.  
 
 Maritime trade with south-east Asia and China expanded greatly during the Chola 
period. The continued interaction with Tamil merchants resulted in the spread of the 
influence of Indic culture and art into south-east Asia, as seen in the magnificent temples 
of Angkor Wat in Cambodia.  
 
(c) Vijayanagar and South India after the Cholas  
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 The Chola Empire began to decline after the middle of the 13th century. The last 
known Chola emperor was Rajendra III. The empire died out in 1279 A.D. (C.E.). Several 
power centres came up after this in the region. Further to the south, the Pandya kings 
again sought to regain the glory they had lost under the Cholas. 
 
 Many brilliant Pandya kings like Jatavarman Sundara Pandyan ruled at the end of 
the 13thcentury. Further to the north was the Hoysala kingdom, with its capital at Belur 
and later Halebidu. This kingdom extended through much of the present day state of 
Karnataka. The Kakatiyas ruled from Warangal (Telangana) while the Yadavas ruled in 
Devagiri until Devagiri fell to Alauddin Khalji’s forces at the end of the 13th century. 
These states did not exist in peaceful cooperation, and the region was beset by many 
internal wars and conflicts.  
 
 The establishment of the kingdom (subsequently empire) of Vijayanagar was the 
most momentous development in the history of south India in the medieval period. The 
kingdom was established by Harihara and Bukka, two brothers. They were the first rulers 
of the Sangama dynasty. They founded a new capital city on the southern banks of 
Tungabhadra which they named Vijayanagara (city of victory). Harihara was crowned in 
1336 A.D. (C.E.). The Sangama dynasty ruled Vijayanagar for nearly one and a half 
centuries. This was followed by the Saluva dynasty which was in power only for a brief 
period. The Tuluva dynasty then succeeded as rulers. Krishnadeva Raya, the greatest ruler 
of Vijayanagar, belonged to this family. 
 
 As the empire expanded, kingdoms to the south, such as the Hoysalas and the 
Tamil region, were also assimilated into Vijayanagar. The rulers of Vijayanagar were 
almost continuously at war with the Bahmani sultanate as well as with the Religous based 
kingdoms of Kondavidu and Orissa. Finally, the combined forces of the five Deccani 
Sultanates defeated Vijayanagar in 1565 A.D. (C.E.) at the Battle of Talikota. The 
Vijayanagar emperors then shifted their capital further south to Penugonda,and 
eventually to Chandragiri near Tirupati. The empire (or what remained of it) finally 
withered away in the middle of the seventeenth century.  
 
(d) The Mughals (1526–1707 A.D. (C.E.))  
 
 The Mughal empire was founded by Babur in 1526 A.D. (C.E.) after he defeated 
Ibrahim Lodi at Panipat. The first six Mughal emperors are referred to as the ‘Great 

Mughals’. Aurangzeb was the last of the great Mughals. Akbar consolidated the Mughal 
empire through conquests and through a policy of conciliation with the Religious based 
kingdoms of Rajasthan. The Mughal empire though began to disintegrate after Aurangzeb, 
continued to exist nominally till 1857 A.D. (C.E.) when the British finally ended the 
virtually non-existent empire.  
 
 A new power centre rose in Maharashtra in the seventeenth century, and the 
Marathas under the leadership of Shivaji seriously undermined the authority of the 
Mughals in western India. At its height, the empire stretched over most of the Indian sub-
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continent. Only the south-western region of Kerala and southern Tamilnadu were not 
directly under Mughal rule.  
 
(e) The Arrival of the Europeans  
 
 During the fifteenth century the Europeans were pre-occupied with trying to find a 
direct sea route to India, bypassing the overland route through west Asia and the 
Mediterranean. The spice trade from India was controlled by Muslims up to Alexandria. 
By gaining direct access to India the Europeans could exercise more direct control over the 
spice trade and obtain the spices at more favourable prices. In 1498 A.D. (C.E.), Vasco da 
Gama landed on the Kerala coast having sailed around the Cape of Good Hope in South 
Africa. Barely five years later, the Portuguese built their first fort at Cochin in 1503 A.D. 
(C.E.). Goa was captured in 1510 A.D. (C.E.) and became the centre of the Portuguese state 
in India. Because of their navalsuperiority, the Portuguese were able to conquer many 
ports from east Africa up to Malacca, and could effectively control the maritime trade over 
the entire region.  
 
 Other European nations soon followed the Portuguese, most notably the Dutch, 
English and French. The activities of the latter were carried on through the respective East 
India Companies. While these were all private trading enterprises, they all had a strong 
political agenda. During the seventeenth century, when Mughal authority was still 
powerful, the European companies were able to trade in the Mughal empire, but could not 
have their own territorial base within the boundaries of the empire. In South India, 
however, political authority was fragmented and much less cohesive, and they had their 
own enclaves over which they exercised complete authority. The Dutch were in Pulicat 
(and later Nagapatnam), the English in Madras, the French in Pondicherry and the Danes 
in Tarangampadi (Tranquebar).  
 
Impact on Polity  
 
 In Indian history had far-reaching consequences on administrative institutions, 
society and the economy across the sub-continent.  
 
 The CHOLA PERIOD was an enterprising period when trade and the economy 
expanded, accompanied by urbanization. The administrative machinery was re-organised 
during Chola rule. The basic unit of local administration was the village (ur), followed by 
the sub-region (nadu) and district (kottam). Tax-free villages granted to Brahmins 
wereknown as brahmadeya. Marketing centres and towns were known as nagaram. The ur, 
nadu, brahmadeya and nagaram each had its own assembly. They were responsible for the 
maintenance and management of the water resources and land; the local temples; 
resolving local issues and disputes; and for collecting the taxes due to the government.  
 
 The Cholas notable feature was the great increase in the construction of temples. 
This had two dimensions: new temples were constructed, and existing temples became 
multi-functional social and economic institutions. The construction of great temples also 
was a reflection of the growing prosperity in the kingdom, since the activity involved 
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great expenditure. The temple was no longer a mere place of worship, but became an 
important economic entity as an employer, consumer and land-owner.  
 
 The establishment of Islamic Rule in Delhi made a big impact on Indian society. 
Initially, Islam did not cause any social tension. Arab merchants, for instance, when they 
came and settled on Kerala coast, married local women and led a peaceful life. The 
situation changed when Islam became a state power. For a medieval ruler one way of 
asserting imperial authority was to demolish the place of worship of the enemies. 
Otherwise Islam as a monotheistic religion had its positive impact in Indian society. It 
played a decisive role in the evolution of a composite culture.  
 
 Muslim kingdoms in Delhi, as well in the Deccan, also attracted migrants from 
Persia and Arabia who moved to India and took up service in these states and many 
became important and well-known statesmen. This also opened up Indian society to 
steady interaction with west Asia resulting in the transfer of cultural and technical 
influences. Muslim merchants and craftsmen also migrated from the north of India to the 
south in the wake of the military expeditions. Society became more heterogeneous and 
hybrid in character. A new composite culture evolved. This could be seenmost vividly in 
the Deccan sultanates of Bijapur and Golkonda whose rulers were extremely broad-
minded and secular in outlook.  
 
 A notable development was the profusion of contemporary historical accounts of 
the Muslim Sultanates by Arab and Persian historians. Al beruni, Ibn Batuta, and Ferishta 
are among the best known of the Muslim historians. These historians provide valuable 
information about the rulers and events of the medieval period. They also provide an 
alternate historical point of view of Islamic rule in India as seen through the eyes of 
Muslim writers.  
 
 The establishment of the VIJAYANAGAR EMPIRE changed the administrative and 
social institutional structure of south India, especially in the Tamil country. Perhaps 
because the new kingdom was threatened from the beginning by the hostility of the 
Bahmani sultanate in the north, Vijayanagar evolved as a militaristic state. This empire 
needed two kinds of resources to feed its military establishment – revenue and men. This 
was achieved through re-organizing the administration of the conquered territories, 
especially in the Tamil region. Military officers, known as ‘nayakas’, were appointed as 
chiefs of various localities in Tamilnadu and received land grants from the emperor. There 
were also lesser military leaders known as palayakkarar who essentially supplied the 
manpower for the army. Many forts were also built which were under Brahman 
commanders.  
 
 Three major nayaka kingdoms, owing allegiance to the Vijayanagar emperor, came 
up between 1500 A.D. (C.E.) and 1550 A.D. (C.E.) in Madurai, Tanjavur and Gingee (Senji). 
These nayakas had formal roles in court ceremonials at Vijayanagar. This became the new 
political order in Tamilnadu during the sixteenth century. The nayaka chieftains as well as 
the three nayaka kings were all strong supporters of Hindu temples. The three capitals 
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became great cultural centres under the patronage of the nayaka rulers who promoted 
literature and the performing arts. 
 
 Resources realized from the land were transferred to the empire by the nayakas not 
as tax revenue, but as tribute. Thus, the resources of the core regions, especially in the 
Tamil region, were utilized for military purposes. This administrative set-up effectively 
destroyed the decentralized, local institutions which managed local resources, temples 
and affairs which had come up during Chola rule. The appointment of Telugu nayakas 
also resulted in the migration of Telugu-speaking people from the north. These included 
soldiers, agriculturists, craftsmen and Brahmins.  
 
 The MUGHAL EMPIRE transformed the economy and society of north India. The 
empire was consolidated under Akbar through his policy of co-opting the Hindu Rajput 
rulers under the umbrella of Mughal rule. At the height of its power the Mughal empire 
was one of the largest, richest and most powerful empires in the entire world.  
 
 In part due to Aurangzeb’s reversal to orthodox Islamic principles of governance 
which alienated the Rajput rulers and the Hindu subjects, the over-extended empire began 
to collapse under its own weight by the beginning of the eighteenth century.  
 
 The ARRIVAL OF THE EUROPEANS in India ultimately culminated in the 
establishment of colonial rule in India under the British, and this is what is considered 
foremost when discussing the impact of the European presence. There was an explosion in 
the demand for Indian textiles in the European markets, often referred to as the ‘Indian 
craze’. This led to a significant expansion of textile production in India, which was 
accompanied by an expansion of the production of commercial crops like cotton and 
indigo and other dyes.  
 
Society  
(a) Caste  
 
Caste is the most distinctive aspect of Indian society. We first need to understand two 
dimensions of the term ‘caste’. First, the 
four-fold division of society as specified in the religious texts, referred to as varna.  
 
Improving the status of their jati was a major pre-occupation for all caste groups. This is 
particularly evident after the fourteenth century when the traditional local assemblies 
which controlled the resources and social interactions began to weaken. In traditional 
society many castes were denied various social rights and privileges. Caste also created a 
mythical genealogy to establish its origins; this was used to justify the claim for the right to 
a higher status in the hierarchy. These genealogies are found in many of the manuscripts 
collected by Colin Mackenzie.  
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(b) Religion  
 
 Diverse institutions with different ideologies came up within the bhakti movement 
during the medieval period. Mathas or mutts were established under different gurus or 
religious leaders like Vidyaranya; Saivite movements came up like the Tamil Saiva-
siddhanta, and the Virasaivas in Karnataka; in Maharashtra the Varkarisampradaya 
(tradition) of the devotees of Vithoba arose in the 14th century. 
 
 Buddhism had faded out in India. Jainism also lost ground in most parts of India 
due to emergence of bhakti movement under Sankara and Ramanuja. However, it 
continued to thrive in parts of Gujarat and Marwar, especially among the trading 
communities. With regard to Christianity, there were a small number of Christian groups 
in Kerala claiming their origins to the time of St Thomas, the disciple of Jesus. But 
Christianity took roots when the Portuguese arrived in Kerala and set themselves up in 
Goa. In Goa itself the local population was under great pressure to convert to Christianity, 
among the fishing communities on the Pandyan coast. The best known among the Jesuit 
missionaries was St Francis Xavierwho was instrumental in making the fishing 
community to take to Christianity in the Tuticorin region. Another notable Jesuit was 
Roberto de Nobili, a scholar, who was based in Madurai.  
 
 In the north a new religion, Sikhism, was founded by Guru Nanak, who lived 
during 15th and 16th century. Sikhism grew in strength in spite of severe repression by 
Aurangzeb. Foreign religions also came to India when Jews and Zoroastrians (Parsis) 
migrated to India. The Parsis, who fled Persia to escape persecuation, settled in Gujarat, 
while the Jews lived in Kerala. Parsi merchants were among the richest and most 
prominent in the port of Surat, and subsequently, in Bombay under the British. 
 
Culture  
Literature, Art and Architecture  
 
 The Chola period was an era of remarkable cultural activity. These were the 
centuries when major literary works were written. The best known classical poet, Kamban, 
wrote Ramayana in Tamil which was formally presented (Arangetram) in the temple at 
Srirangam. Sekkilar’s Periyapuranam, similarly was presented at the temple in 
Chidambaram. Among the other great works of the period is Kalingattup-parani and 
Muvarula.  
 
 The monumental architecture of the Cholas is visible in the great temple of 
Tanjavur, Gangai-konda-cholapuram and Darasuram, to name only a few. Stone images 
were sculpted on the temple walls and pillars. Bronze images of great beauty and artistry 
were made by the ‘lost wax’ process. The best known of them is the iconic representation 
of Siva as Nataraja, performing the cosmic dance.  
 
 A distinct Islamic cultural tradition developed in India with the establishment of 
Muslim rule. The sultans built forts, tombs, mosques and other monuments in Delhi as 
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well as in south India which came under their rule. The Mughal period particularly was a 
brilliant epoch in the cultural history ofIndia.  
 
 The Mughals were well-known for their aesthetic values, and were great patrons of 
the arts. They left behind numerous monuments, in addition to constructing entire cities 
like Shahjahanabad (Delhi) and Fatehpur Sikri, gardens, mosques and forts. Decorative 
arts – especially jewellery set with precious and semi-precious gems for items of personal 
use – flourished under the patronage of the royal household and urban elites. The art of 
painting also flourished in the Mughal period. Primarily known as Mughal miniatures, 
they were generally intended as book illustrations or were single works to be kept in 
albums. A large volume of literature was produced, especially in Persian, and also in 
Urdu, Hindi and other regional languages. In the performing arts, like Hindustani the 
name of Tansen is well-known indicating the patronage extended to classical music under 
Akbar. 
 
 In south India, the Vijayanagar rulers and their military chiefs actively supported 
temple construction. Many new temples were built by them. Besides this, new structures 
like pavilions and halls with many pillars were added extensively to existing temples, 
with elaborately carved pillars. Art historians point to the distinctive style of the temple 
sculptures of the Vijayanagar period. The intricately carved lofty towers or gopurams at the 
entrance to temples were all added during the Vijayanagar period. The walls of the 
temples were embellished with paintings. 
 
 A large volume of religious literature, especially in Sanskrit, was produced under 
the patronage of the nayakas and the Vijayanagar rulers. Telugu literature flourished 
under royal support. A new style of Tamil literature called Prabandham emerged during 
this period. The great commentaries of the epic Silappadikaram and Tirukkural were also 
written during this period. Venkatamakhi, son of Govindha Dikshidar who codifying the 
ragas of Carnatic music had lived in this period.  
 
Economy  
 
(a) Agriculture  
 
 India was predominantly an agricultural country, and a very large proportion of 
the population lived in rural areas and depended on agriculture for their livelihood. Both 
in the north and the south, agriculture depended heavily on irrigation. Canals and wells 
added to the water sources in addition to rainfall and rivers. The biggest network of canals 
known in India was built in fourteenth century by Firuzshah Tughluq in the Delhi area. 
Construction of lakes, tanks and reservoirs with sluices to let out the water as well as the 
use of check dams all increased the availability of water for irrigation. Cultivators were 
also encouraged to dig wells. Lift irrigation was used to draw the water. In the north, the 
Persian wheel was used for lifting water from wells. In the Tamil region, the Cconnecting 
the tributaries of Kaveri. Lakes and tanks also added to the water sources.  
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 An important feature of Indian agriculture was the large number of crops that were 
cultivated. The peasant in India was more knowledgeable about many crops as compared 
to peasants in most of the world at the time. A variety of food grains like wheat, rice, and 
millets were grown apart from lentils and oilseeds. Many other commercial crops were 
also grown such as sugarcane, cotton and indigo. Other than the general food crops, south 
India had a regional specialization in pepper, cinnamon, spices and coconut.  
 
 In general, two different crops were grown in the different seasons, which protected 
the productivity of the soil. Maize and tobacco were two new crops which were 
introduced after the arrival of the Europeans. Many new varieties of fruit or horticultural 
crops like papaya, pineapple, guava and cashew nut were also introduced which came 
from the west, especially America. Potatoes, chillies and tomatoes also became an integral 
part of Indian food.  
 
(b) Non Agricultural Production  
 
 Up to the end of the seventeenth century, India was one of the largest 
manufacturing countries in the world though the economy was primarily agricultural. 
Non-agricultural production refers to both processed agricultural products and craft 
production. Primarily the products can be grouped under: processed holas had created a 
network of canals for irrigationagricultural products like sugar, oil, textiles; metal work; 
precious gems and jewellery; ship building; ornamental wood and leather work; and 
many other minor products.  
 
 The organization of production basically depended on the nature of the market for 
which it was produced. A large part of the production was intended for local use in the 
village, or at most a rural region. These goods were basic utilitarian goods like pots and 
pans, implements like ploughs, basic woodwork and coarse textiles. Generally the 
producer marketed the product himself, and exchange was probably conducted on barter.  
 
 In economic terms, what was important was specialized production by skilled 
craftsmen for an external market, especially in demand among the high income rural and 
urban upper classes. Such craft production was generally located in cities, or in rural 
settlements close to the cities. Craftsmen generally worked on an individual or family 
basis from their homes or workshops though larger manufacturing units (karkhanas) 
employing many craftsmen were set up under the Mughal state.  
 
 (c) Textiles  
 
 Nearly all the cloth that was produced was of cotton, though silk weaving had 
developed in Bengal where silk was produced, and in Gujarat. Each region of India 
produced a range of highly specialized local varieties of cotton cloth ranging from the 
coarse to the superfine, but all were intended for an external market. Dyed and 
printed/patterned cloth involved the use of vegetable dyes. India had two natural 
advantages in cotton weaving. The first was that cotton grew in almost all parts of India, 
so that the basic raw material was easily available. Second, the technology of producing a 
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permanent colour on cotton using vegetable dyes was known from very early times in 
India. Cotton does not absorb dyes without a preparatory process using mordants, which 
was not known in the rest of the world. Indigo was the most important dye crop that was 
grownin India, but other dye crops (like the chay root for red colour) were also grown in 
India. Dye woods and resins like lac were imported. In addition, a range of colours were 
produced by using flowers and fruits, and products like turmeric in various combinations. 
 
(d) Commerce  
 
 The large manufacturing sector essentially produced goods for exchange, and not 
for self-use. Therefore, India had an extensive network of trade for marketing these goods. 
The village was the basic geographical unit of production, and was essentially a 
subsistence economy and barter was the medium of exchange.  
 
 Big cities were usually major commercial centres, with bazaars and shops. They 
were also intermediate points in inter-regional trade since they were connected by a 
network of roads to other centres in other parts of the country. In addition to such 
overland trade, smaller ships and boats were used in coastal trade along both the western 
and eastern coasts of the country. Finally, the major ports (Surat, Masulipatnam, Calicut 
etc.) were the nodal points in international, maritime trade.  
 
 Maritime trade across the Indian Ocean, extending from China in the east to Africa 
in the west, had flourished for many centuries. Thus ports like Malacca, Calicut etc. were 
‘entrepots’ or intermediate points in this regionally segmented trade. In the seventeenth 
century, Surat in Gujarat, Masulipatnam in the Golkonda kingdom, Chittagong in Bengal, 
Pulicat (Pazhaverkadu) and Nagapatnam on the Coromandel Coast, and Calicut in Kerala 
were all major ports in Asiatic trade. 
 
 India was also a major exporter of textiles, pepper, precious and semi-precious 
gems – especially diamonds which were then found only in India – and iron and steel 
which were greatly in demand in the entire Asian region. Textiles accounted for nearly 90 
per cent of the total exports from India. The major imports from China and the east were 
silk, Chinese ceramics, gold, spices, aromatic woods and camphor. Silk, drugs, dye woods 
and sugar were the main imports from Persia, while gold, ivory and slaves were brought 
in from east Africa.  
 
Urbanization  
 
 Travellers coming to India in the medieval period noted that there were a number 
of urban centres of various sizes, from cities to small market towns throughout India, 
though the country was primarily rural. The urban population was probably quite small 
as a proportion of the total, but it had an economic and cultural significance which was 
much greater than its actual size.  
 
 What were the factors which facilitated urbanization? It has been observed that 
cities and towns fulfilled diverse and overlapping roles in the economy. The large cities 
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were centres of manufacturing and marketing, banking and financial services. They were 
usually located at the intersection of an extensive network of roads  
 
 In South India, especially the Tamil region, urbanization went hand in hand with 
temples. Temples were large economic enterprises requiring a variety of goods and 
services to function. They needed and employed a large number of people to man the 
religious services, the kitchens and for other work. Devotees coming to worship at the 
temple needed many services and goods, so that temple towns also became marketing 
centres.  
 
Conclusion  
 
The medieval period covering more than seven hundred years of Indian history was a 
time when momentous changes took place in the political landscape which also 
transformed the social and economic fabric of the country. 
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Lesson 10 
 

Advent of Arabs and Turks 
 
Introduction 
 
 The period from the thirteenth to the sixteenth centuries (1200-1550 CE) saw the 
arrival of Islamic institutions and Islamic culture in India. Historians have interpreted the 
history of this period from differing perspectives. Conventionally the regimes of the 
Sultanate have been evaluated in terms of achievements and failures of individual Sultans. 
A few historians, critiquing this personality-oriented history, have evaluated the Sultanate 
as having contributed to material and cultural development, leading to the evolution of a 
composite culture in India. Historians focusing on history of class relations, have argued 
that the medieval state served as the agent of the ruling class and hence, the regimes of the 
Sultanate were diminutive in their institutional advancement when compared with the 
Great Mughals. Thus there is no consensus yet amongst scholars in determining the true 
nature of the Sultanate. 
 
 The two-fold objective of this lesson are: (a) to introduce the students to a 
conventional study of rulers, events, ideas, people and their conditions under the 
Sultanate, and (b) to structure the content in such a way that the students examine it 
critically and raise new questions. 
 
Advent of Arabs: The Context 
 
 The geographical location of Arabia facilitated trade contact between India and 
Arabia. As sea-faring traders the pre-Islamic Arabs had maritime contacts with the 
western and eastern coasts of India. While there were south Indian settlements in the 
Persian Gulf, Arabs too settled in Malabar and the Coromandel Coast. Arabs who married 
Malabar women and settled down on the West Coast were called Mappillais (sons-in-law). 
Arab military expedition in 712 and subsequent Ghaznavid and the Ghori military raids, 
intended to loot and use the resources seized to strengthen their power in Central Asia, 
created a relationship of the conqueror and the conquered. Following the invasion of 
Afghanistan by Khurasan (Eastern Iran) Shah and later by Chengiz Khan severed the ties 
of North India Sultanate with Afghanistan. Mongol invasions destroyed the Ghurid 
Sulatanate and Ghazni, and cut into the resources of Sultan Nasir-ud-din Qubacha (1206-
1228), the ruler of Uchch and Multan. Tus the Sultan Iltutmish had the opportunity of 
expanding his infuence in northern India that enabled Muslim rulers to rule Indian 
provinces with Delhi as capital for about four centuries. 
 
 Though it is customary to describe this period as the Muslim period, the rulers of 
medieval India came from different regions and ethnicities: Arabs, Turks, Persians, and 
Central Asians were involved militarily and administratively. Iltutmish was an Olperli 
Turk and many of his military slaves were of different Turkish and Mongol ancestries 
brought to Delhi by merchants from Bukhara, Samarkhand and Baghdad. There were 
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some slaves of other ethnicities as well (notably Hindu Khan, captured from Mihir in 
Central India) but Iltutmish gave them all Turkish titles. 
 
 The Sultanate (1206-1526) itself was not homogenous. Its rulers belonged to five 
distinct categories: (a) Slave Dynasty (1206-1290) (b) Khalji Dynasty (1290-1320) (c) 
Tughlaq Dynasty (1320-1414) (d) Sayyid Dynasty (1414-1451) and (e) Lodi Dynasty (1451-
1526). 
 
Sources for the Study of Delhi Sultanate 
 

• Al-Beruni: Tarikh-Al-Hind (Indian Philosophy and Religion written in Arabic) 

• Minhaj us Siraj: Tabaqat-i-Nasiri (1260) (World Islamic History written in 
Arabic) 

• Ziauddin Barani: Tarikh-i-Firoz Shahi(1357) History of Delhi Sultanate up to 
Firuz Tughlaq 

• Amir Khusrau: Mifta Ul Futuh (Victories of Jalal-ud-din Khalji); Khazain Ul 
Futuh (Victories of Allauddin Khalji - Texts in Persian) 

• Tughlaq Nama (History of Tughlaq dynasty in Persian) 

• Shams-i-Siraj Afif: Tarikh i Firuz Shahi (after Barani’s account of Delhi Sultanate 
in Persian) 

• Ghulam Yahya Bin Ahmad: Tarikh-i-Mubarak Shahi (Written in Persian during 
the reign of Sayyid ruler Mubarak Shah) 

• Ferishta: History of the Muslim Rule in India (Persian) 
 

Persian chronicles speak about the Delhi Sultanate in hyperbolic terms. Their views 
dealing with the happenings during the period of a certain Sultan were uncritically 
appropriated into modern scholarship.— Sunil Kumar, Emergence of Delhi 
Sultanate 

 
Tha Arab Conquest of sind 
 
 The Arab governor of Iraq, Hajjaj Bin Yusuf, under the pretext of acting against the 
pirates, sent two military expeditions against Dahar, the ruler of Sind, one by land and the 
other by sea. Both were defeated and commanders killed. Hajjaj then sent, with the 
Caliph’s permission, a full-fedged army, with 6000 strong cavalry and a large camel corps 
carrying all war requirements under the command of his son-in-law, a 17-year-old 
Muhammad Bin Qasim. 
 
Muhammad Bin Qasim 
 
 Muhammad Qasim marched on the fortress of Brahmanabad where Dahar was 
stationed with a huge army. Dahar’s wazir (Prime minister) betrayed him, which was 
followed by the desertion of a section of his forces. Te predecessors of Dahar, the Brahmin 
rulers of Sind, had usurped power from the earlier Buddhist ruling dynasty of Sind and, 
with the patronage of Dahar Brahmins, had occupied all higher positions. Tis led to 
discontentment and therefore Dahar lacked popular support. In this context it was easy for 
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Muhammad Qasim to capture Brahmanabad. Qasim thereupon ravaged and plundered 
Debal for three days. Qasim called on the people of Sind to surrender, promising full 
protection to their faith. He sent the customary one-ffh of the plunder to the Caliph and 
divided the rest among his soldiers. 
 
 The Arab conquest of Sind has been described as a “triumph without results” 
because it touched but a fringe of the country, which, after Qasim’s expedition had a 
respite from invasions for about three centuries. 
 
Mahmud of Ghazni 
 
 In the meantime, the Arab empire in Central Asia had collapsed with several of its 
provinces declaring themselves independent. One of the major kingdoms that emerged 
out of the broken Arab empire was the Samanid kingdom which also splintered, leading 
to several independent states. In 963 Alaptigin, a Turkic slave who had served Samanids 
as their governor in Khurasan, seized the city of Ghazni in eastern Afghanistan and 
established an independent kingdom. Alaptigin died soon afer. Afer the failure of three of 
his successors, the nobles enthroned Sabuktigin. 
 
 Sabuktigin initiated the process of southward expansion into the Indian 
subcontinent. He defeated the Shahi ruler of Afghanistan, Jayapal, and conferred the 
governorship of the province on Mahmud, his eldest son. When Sabuktagin died in 997, 
Mahmud was in Khurasan. Ismail, the younger son of Sabuktagin had been named his 
successor. But defeating Ismail in a battle, Mahmud, aged twenty-seven, ascended the 
throne and the Caliph acknowledged his accession by sending him a robe of investiture 
and by conferring on him the title Yamini-ud-Daulah (‘Right-hand of the Empire’). 
 

To Arabs and Iranians, India was Hind and the Indians were ‘Hindus’. But as 
Muslim communities arose in India, the name ‘Hindu’ came to apply to all Indians 
who were not Muslims. 
Mahmud’s Military Raids 

 
Mahmud’s Military Raids  
 
 Mahmud ruled for thirty-two years. During this period, he conducted as many as 
seventeen military campaigns into India. He targeted Hindu temples that were 
depositories of vast treasures. Though the motive was to loot, there was also a military 
advantage in demolishing temples and smashing idols. The Ghaznavid soldiers viewed it 
also as a demonstration of the invincible power of their god. The religious passions of 
Mahmud’s army expressed itself in slaughter of ‘infidels’ and plunder and destruction of 
their places of worship. However, there is little evidence of any large scale conversion of 
people to their faith. Even those who became Muslims to save their lives and properties, 
returned to their original faith when the threat of Ghaznavid invasion ceased. 
 
 Afer defeating the Shahi king Anandapala, Mahmud went beyond Punjab, 
penetrating deep into the Indo-Gangetic plain. Before reaching Kanauj, Mahmud raided 



 

41 | P a g e APPOLO STUDY CENTRE PH: 044-24339436, 42867555, 9840226187 
 

Mathura. In later historiography, of both the British and Indian nationalists, Mahmud is 
notorious for his invasion of the temple city of Somnath (1025) on the seashore in Gujarat. 
Many scholars argue that these plundering raids were more of political and economic 
character than of religious chauvinism. Desecration of temples, vandalising the images of 
deities were all part of asserting one’s authority in medieval India. Mahmud’s raids and 
his deeds ft this pattern, though their memories went into the creation of communal 
divide. 
 
 Tis apart, the plundering raids of Mahmud were meant to replenish the treasury to 
maintain his huge army. Te Turks relied on a permanent, professional army. It was built 
around an elite corps of mounted archers who were all slaves, bought, trained, equipped, 
and paid in cash from the war booty taken alike from Hindu kingdoms in India and 
Muslim kingdoms in Iran. 
 
 Persian sources contain exaggerated claims about the wealth seized from these 
raids. For instance, it is claimed that Mahmud’s plunder of the Iranian city of Ray, in 1029, 
brought him 500,000 dinars worth of jewels, 260,000 dinars in coins, and over 30,000 dinars 
worth of gold and silver vessels. Similarly, Mahmud’s raid on Somnath is believed to have 
brought in twenty million dinars worth of spoils. Romila Thapar points out that those who 
had suffered from these predatory invasions seemed to maintain a curious silence about 
them, as Hindu and Jain sources available on Somnath expedition do not corroborate the 
details or viewpoints found in Arab chronicles. Such plundering raids were economic and 
iconoclastic in nature, and communal character was attributed to them later. They 
represented the kinds of disasters that were inseparable from contemporary warfare and 
the usual plundering nature of rulers of the medieval period. 
 
 The history of the Ghaznavid dynasty after the death of Mahmud is a story of 
endless clashes over succession between brothers, cousins, and uncles. There were, 
however, exceptions like Sultan Ibrahim who ruled for over forty-two years and his son 
Masud who ruled for seventeen years. The ever-hanging threat from Ghuris from the 
north and the Seljuq Turks from the west proved to be disastrous for the kingdom. The 
later rulers of Ghaznavid dynasty could exercise their authority only in the Lahore region 
and even this lasted only for three decades. In 1186 Ghuri prince Muizz-ud-din 
Muhammad invaded Punjab and seized Lahore. The last ruler Khurav Shah was 
imprisoned and murdered in 1192. With his death the Ghaznavid house of Mahmud came 
to an end. 
Muhammad Ghori 
 
 If Ghaznavid invasions were intended for loot, the Ghurids enlarged their scope to 
establish garrison towns to ensure the regular fow of plunder and tribute. Muizzuddin 
Muhammad of the Ghori dynasty, known generally as Muhammad Ghori, invested in 
territories he seized. Trough the 1180s and 1190s Ghori established garrisons in the 
modern provinces of Punjab, Sind, and Haryana. Tese centres of military power soon 
attracted the in-migration of mercenaries in search of opportunities. These mercenaries 
were recruited to organize fscal and military afairs of the Sultanate. Te Sultan’s military 
commanders in north India were drawn from his elite military class. Specially trained in 
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warfare and governance these slaves were diferent from agrestic (related to land\feld 
labour) and domestic slaves. Lahore, then Uchch and Multan were initially considered 
signifcant centres of power. In 1175 Ghori headed for the city of Multan which he seized 
from its Ismaili ruler. Te fort of Uchch fell without a fght. Te  Chalukyas   of Gujarat 
inficted a crushing defeat on Muhammad Ghori at Mt. Abu  (1179). Afer this defeat Ghori 
changed the course of his expedition, consolidating his position in Sind and the Punjab. 
 

Al-Beruni, mathematician, philosopher, astronomer, and historian, came to India 
along with Mahmud of Ghazni. He learned Sanskrit, studied religious and 
philosophical texts before composing his work Kitab Ul Hind. He also translated the 
Greek work of Euclid into Sanskrit. He transmitted Aryabhata’s magnum opus 
Aryabattiyam (the thesis that earth’s rotation around its axis creates day and night) 
to the West. He was the inter-civilizational connect between India and the rest of the 
world. 

 
Prithviraj Chauhan 
 
 Ghori attacked the fortress of Tabarhinda (Bhatinda), a strategic point for the 
Chauhans of Ajmer. Te ruler of Ajmer Prithviraj Chauhan marched to Tabarhinda and 
faced the invader in the First Battle of Tarain (1191). Prithviraj scored a brilliant victory in 
this battle but failed to consolidate his position believing this battle to be a frontier fght, 
and did not expect the Ghurids to make regular attacks. Ghori was wounded and carried 
away by a horseman to safety. Contrary to the expectations of Prithviraj Chauhan, 
Muhammad Ghori marched into India in the following year (1192). Prithviraj 
underestimated the potential danger of the enemy. In the Second Battle of Tarain, one of 
the turning points in Indian history, Prithviraj sufered a crushing defeat and was 
eventually captured. Ghori restored him to his throne in Ajmer. But on charges of treason 
he was later executed, and Ghori’s trusted general Qutb-ud-din Aibak was appointed as 
his deputy in India. 
 
Jaya Chandra of Kanauj 
 
 Soon Ghori was back in India to fght against the Kanauj ruler Jaya Chandra. When 
all Rajput chiefs had stood by Prithviraja in his battles against Muhammad Ghori, Jaya 
Chandra stood apart, as there was enmity between Prithviraj and Jai Chandra, on account 
of Prithviraj’s abduction of Jaya Chandra’s daughter Samyukta. So Ghori easily defeated 
Jaya Chandra and returned to Ghazni with an enormous booty. On the way while 
camping on the banks of Indus, he was killed by some unidentifed assassins. 
 
Rajput Kingdoms 
 
 By the beginning of the tenth century two powerful Rajput Kingdoms Gurjar 
Prathihara and Rashtrakutas had lost their power. Tomaras (Delhi), Chauhans (Rajasthan), 
Solankis (Gujarat), Paramaras (Malwa), Gahadavalas (Kanauj) and Chandelas 
(Bundelkhand) had become important ruling dynasties of Northern India. Vighraharaja 
and Prithviraj, two prominent Chauhan rulers, Bhoja of Paramara dynasty, Ghadavala 
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king Jayachandra, Yasovarman, Kirti Varman of Chandelas were all strong in their own 
regions 
 
 The Rajputs had a long tradition of martial spirit, courage and bravery. There was 
little difference between the weapons used by the Turks and the Rajputs. But in regimental 
discipline and training the Rajputs were lax. In planning their tactics to suit the conditions, 
the Turks excelled. Moreover, the Turkish cavalry was superior to the Indian cavalry. The 
Rajput forces depended more on war elephants, which were spectacular but slow moving 
compared to the Turkish cavalry. The Turkish horsemen had greater mobility and were 
skilled in mounted archery. This was a definite military advantage which the Turks used 
well against their enemies and emerged triumphant in the battles. 
 

The world famous Khajuraho temple complex consisting of many temples including 
the Lakshmana temple, Vishwanatha temple and Kandariya Mahadeva temple was 
built by the Chandelas of Bundelkhand who ruled from Khajuraho. 

 
Foundation of Delhi Sultanate 
 
Afer the death of Ghori there were many contenders for power. One was Qutb-ud-din 
Aibak, who ascended the throne in Delhi with his father-in-law Yildiz remaining a threat 
to him for the next ten years. Te three important rulers of this dynasty are Qutb-ud-din 
Aibak, Iltutmish and Balban. 
 

The Slave dynasty is also known as the Mamluk dynasty Mamluk means property It 
is also the term for the Arabic designation of a slave. 

 
Qutb-ud-din Aibak (1206-1210) 
 
 Qutb-ud-din Aibak was enslaved as a boy and sold to Sultan Muhammad Ghori at 
Ghazni. Impressed with his ability and loyalty the Sultan elevated him to the rank of 
viceroy of the conquered provinces in India. Muhammad Bin Bhakthiyar Khalji, a Turkish 
general from Afghanistan assisted him in conquering Bihar and Bengal. Qutb-ud-din 
Aibak reigned for four years (1206 to 1210 CE) and died in 1210 in Lahore in an accident 
while playing chaugan. 
 

Bhakthiyar Khalji is charged with destroying the glorious Buddhist University of 
Nalanda in Bihar, who is said to have mistaken it for a military camp! Detailed 
descriptions of Nalanda is found in the travel accounts of Chinese pilgrim Hieun 
Tsang. The manuscripts and texts in the hundreds of thousands in the Nalanda 
library on subjects such as grammar, logic, literature, astronomy and medicine were 
lost in the Turkish depredations. 
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Iltutmish (1210–1236) 
 
 Shams-ud-din Iltutmish (1210-36) of Turkish extraction was a slave of Qutb-ud-din 
Aibak. Many of his elite slaves were also of Turkish and Mongol ancestry. They were 
brought to Delhi by merchants from trade centres like Bukhara, Samarqand and Baghdad. 
(There were some slaves of other ethnicities as well). But Iltutmish gave them all Turkish 
titles. Iltutmish’s reliance on his elite military slaves (Bandagan) and his practice of 
appointing them for the posts of governors and generals in far-off places did not change 
despite the migration into North India of experienced military commanders from 
distinguished lineages fleeing from the Mongols. 
 
 Shams-ud-din Iltutmish, the slave and son-in-law of Qutb-ud-din Aibak, ascended 
the throne of Delhi setting aside the claim of Aram Shah, the son of Qutb-ud-din Aibak. 
During his tenure he put down the internal rebellions of Rajputs at Gwalior, Ranthambor, 
Ajmer and Jalore. He overcame the challenge of Nasiruddin Qabacha in Lahore and 
Multan, and frustrated the conspiracy of Alivardan, the Governor of Bengal. He 
diplomatically saved India by refusing to support the Khwarizmi Shah Jalaluddin of 
Central Asia against the Mongol ruler Chengiz Khan. Had he supported Jalaluddin, the 
Mongols would have overrun India with ease. His reign was remarkable for the 
completion of Qutb Minar, a colossal victory tower of 243 feet at Delhi, and for the 
introduction of copper and silver tanka, the two basic coins of the Sultanate period. 
 
 Since the dynastic traditions of the ‘slave regime’ were weak, succession to the 
throne was not smooth after Iltutmish’s death. The monarch was succeeded by a son, a 
daughter (Sultana Razia), another son, and a grandson, all within ten years, and finally by 
his youngest son Sultan Nasir al-Din Mahmud II (1246–66). Iltutmish’s descendants fought 
long but in vain with their father’s military slaves who had been appointed as governors 
of vast territories and generals of large armies. They constantly interfered in Delhi politics, 
dictating terms to Iltutmish’s successors. Though Iltutmish’s royal slaves (bandagan-i-
khas) were replaced by junior bandagan, the latter were not oriented to their master’s 
vision of a paramount, monolithic Sultanate to the same extent as their predecessors. The 
slave governors located in the eastern province of Lakhnauti (modern Bengal) and the 
Punjab and Sind provinces in the west were the first to break free from Delhi. Those in the 
‘core territories’ from Awadh-Kara on the River Sarayu in the east, to Samana-Sunam in 
the Punjab on the west, sought to resist the intervention of Delhi by consolidating their 
home bases and allied with neighbouring chieftains. After two decades of conflict amongst 
the Shamsi bandagan and successive Delhi Sultans, in 1254, Ulugh Khan, a junior, newly 
purchased slave in Iltutmish’s reign and now the commander of the Shivalikh territories in 
the NorthWest, seized Delhi. He took the title of na’ib-i mulk, the Deputy of the Realm, 
seizing the throne as Sultan Ghiyas al-Din Balban in 1266. 
 

Bandagan is the plural of banda, literally military slaves. They were graded according 
to the years of service, proximity and trustworthiness. This trust led to their 
appointment as governors and military commanders. The Ghurid bandagan in North 
India were the slaves of Muiz-ud-Din Ghuri. Since these slaves were without a social 
identity of their own they were given new names by their masters, which included the 
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nisba, which indicated their social or regional identity. Slaves carried the nisba of their 
master: hence Mu‘izz al-Din’s slave carried the nisba Mu‘izzi and later Sultan Shams-
ud-Din Iltutmishs slave were called the Shamsi bandagan. 

 
Balban (1265-1287) 
 
 The political intrigues of the nobility that destabilised the Delhi Sultanate came to 
an end with the accession of Balban as the Sultan. Assertion of authority by Balban led to 
constant military campaigns against defiant governors and against their local allies. Barani 
mentions Balban’s campaigns in the regions surrounding Delhi and in the doab. During 
these campaigns forests were cleared, new roads and forts constructed, the newly 
deforested lands given to freshly recruited Afghans and others as rent-free lands (mafruzi) 
and brought under cultivation. New forts were constructed to protect trade routes and 
village markets. 
 
Balban and the Problem of Law and Order 
 
 When Balban took over the reins of power the law and order situation in the Ganga, 
Jamuna Doab regions had deteriorated badly. The Rajput zamindars had set up forts and 
defied the orders of the Sultan. Meos, a Muslim community from north-western region, 
living in the heavily forested region around Mewat were plundering the area with 
impunity. Balban took it as a challenge and personally undertook a campaign to destroy 
the Mewatis. Meos were pursued and slaughtered mercilessly. In the Doab region the 
Rajput strongholds were destroyed, jungles cleared. Colonies of Afghan soldiers were 
established throughout the region to safeguard the roads and deal with rebellions. 
 

Raziya Sultana (1236-1240). Raziya was daughter of Iltutmish, who ascended the throne 
after a lot of hurdles put up by the Turkish nobles. According to Ibn Battuta, the Moroccan 
traveller, ‘Raziya rode on horseback as men ride, armed with a bow and quiver, and 
surrounded by courtiers. She did not veil her face.’ Yet Raziya ruled for only three and 
half years. The elevation of an Abyssinian slave, Jalal-ud-din Yaqut, to the post of Amir-i-
Akhur, Master of the Stables, a very high office, angered the Turkish nobles. The nobles 
overplayed her closeness with Yakut and tried to depose her. Since Raziya enjoyed 
popular support, they could not do anything in Delhi. But while she was on a punitive 
campaign against the rebel governor Altuniya in southern Punjab, the conspirators used 
that occasion to dethrone her. 

 
Punitive Expedition against Tughril Khan 
 
 Balban was ruthless in dealing with rebellions. He appointed one of his favourite 
slaves, Tughril Khan, as the Governor of Bengal. But Tughril Khan soon became 
rebellious. Amin Khan, the governor of Oudh, sent by Balban to suppress the rebellion 
meekly retreated. Enraged by this, Balban sent two more expeditions, which also sufered 
defeat. Humiliated by these successive reverses, Balban himself proceeded to Bengal. On 
hearing Balban’s approach, Tughril Khan fed. Balban pursued him, frst to Lakhnauti and 
then towards Tripura, where he was captured and beheaded. Bughra Khan, a son of 
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Balban, was thereupon appointed the Governor of Bengal, who carved out an independent 
kingdom afer the death of Balban. He did not claim the Delhi throne even in the midst of a 
leadership crisis and his son Kaiqubad’s indulgence in debauchery. 
 
Measures against Mongol Threats 
 
 Balban used the threat of Mongols as the context to militarise his regime. The 
frontier regions were strengthened with garrisoning of forts at Bhatinda, Sunam and 
Samana. At the same time, he took efforts to maintain a good relationship with Hulagu 
Khan, the Mongol Viceroy of Iran and a grandson of Chengiz Khan. Balban succeeded in 
obtaining from him the assurance that Mongols would not advance beyond Satluj. Halagu 
Khan reciprocated this gesture by sending a goodwill mission to Delhi in 1259. However, 
Muhammad Khan, the favourite son of Balban, who was given the charge of governor of 
Multan to protect the frontiers from Mongol aggression, was killed in an encounter. 
Saddened by this tragedy, Balban fell ill and died in 1286. 
 
The Khaljis (1290 – 1320) 
 
Jalal-ud-din Khalji (1290-1296) 
 
 As Balban’ son Kaiqubad was found unft to rule, his three-year-old son Kaymars 
was placed on the throne. As there was no unanimity on the choice of a regent and a 
council to administer the empire, the contending nobles plotted against each other. Out of 
this chaos a new leader, Malik Jalal-ud-din Khalji, the commander of the army, emerged 
supreme. While he ruled the kingdom for some time in the name of Kaiqubad, he soon 
sent one of his ofcers to get Kaiqubad murdered and Jalal-ud-din formally ascended the 
throne. However, Jalal-ud-din faced opposition on the ground that he was an Afghan and 
not a Turk. But Khaljis were indeed Turks settled in Afghanistan before the establishment 
of Turkish rule and so they were Afghanized Turks. Jalal-ud-din won many battles and 
even in old age he marched out against the Mongol hordes and successfully halted their 
entry into India (1292). 
 
 Ala-ud-din, a nephew and son-in-law of Jalaluddin Khalji, who was appointed 
governor of Kara, invaded Malwa and this campaign yielded a huge booty. The success of 
this campaign stimulated his urge to embark on a campaign to raid Devagiri, the capital 
city of the Yadava kingdom in Deccan. On his return he arranged to get Jalaluddin Khalji 
murdered and captured the throne. 
 

The term Mongol refers to all Mongolic-speaking nomadic tribes of Central Asia. In 
the twelfth century, they had established a very large kingdom, which included most 
of modern-day Russia, China, Korea, south-east Asia, Persia, India, the Middle East 
and Eastern Europe, under the leadership of Chengiz Khan. Their phenomenal 
success is attributed to their fast horses and brilliant cavalry tactics, their openness to 
new technologies, and Chengiz Khan’s skill in manipulative politics. 
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Ala-ud-din Khalji (1296–1316) 
 
Ala-ud-din and Nobles 
 
 Ala-ud-din spent the frst year of his rule in eliminating the enemies and 
strengthening his position in Delhi. Soon he turned his attention to establishing a frm hold 
over the nobles. He dismissed several of his top ofcers. He was particularly severe with the 
nobles who had shifed loyalty and opportunistically joined him against Jalal-ud-din. 
 
Mongol Threats 
 
 Mongol raids posed a serious challenge to Ala-ud-din. During the second year of 
his rule (1298), when Mongols stormed Delhi, the army sent by Ala-ud-din succeeded in 
driving them back. But when they returned the following year with more men, people of 
the suburbs of Delhi had to flee and take refuge in the city. Ala-ud-din had to meet the 
problem head-on. In the ensuing battle, Mongols were routed. Yet raids continued until 
1305, when they ravaged the doab region. This time, after defeating them, the Sultan’s 
army took a large number of Mongols as prisoners and slaughtered them mercilessly. But 
the Mongol menace continued. The last major Mongol incursion took place in 1307–08. 
 
Military Campaigns 
 
 The inability of the Sultanate to effectively harness the agrarian resources of its 
North Indian territories to sustain its political ambitions was evident in its relentless 
military campaigns in search of loot and plunder. Ala-ud-din’s campaigns into Devagiri 
(1296, 1307, 1314), Gujarat (1299–1300), Ranthambhor (1301), Chittor (1303) and Malwa 
(1305) were meant to proclaim his political and military power as well as to collect loot 
from the defeated kingdoms. It was with the same plan that he unleashed his forces into 
the Deccan. The first target in the peninsula was Devagiri in the western Deccan. Ala-ud-
din sent a large army commanded by Malik Kafur in 1307 to capture Devagiri fort. 
Following Devagiri, Prataparudradeva, the Kakatiya ruler of Warangal in the Telengana 
region, was defeated in 1309. In 1310 the Hoysala ruler Vira Ballala III surrendered all his 
treasures to the Delhi forces. 
 
 Malik Kafur then set out for the Tamil country. Though Kafur’s progress was 
obstructed by heavy rains and floods, he continued his southward journey, plundering 
and ravaging the temple cities of Chidambaram and Srirangam as well as the Pandyan 
capital Madurai. Muslims in Tamil provinces fought on the side of the Pandyas against 
Malik Kafur. Malik Kafur advised them to desert so that he would not have any occasion 
to spill the blood of his fellow Muslims. Though there are exaggerated versions about the 
amount of booty he carried, there is no denying the fact that he returned to Delhi with an 
enormous booty in 1311. After Malik Kafur’s invasion, the Pandya kingdom suffered an 
eclipse and a Muslim state subordinate to the Delhi Sultan came to be established in 
Madurai. In 1335 the Muslim Governor of Madurai Jalal-ud-din Asan Shah threw off his 
allegiance to Delhi kingdom and declared his independence. 
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• The nobles belonging to aristocratic classes were bestowed with privileges 
and powers in the feudal era. They formed the bedrock of the king’s 
authority, as they had to provide the king with armed forces in times of 
external threat or emergency T ey occupied a position next only to the king in 
status and rank Enjoying high social status and commanding vast resources 
they at times became strong enough to challenge the king. 
 

• In the Delhi Sultanate, nobles were drawn from different tribes and 
nationalities like the Turkish, Persian, Arabic, Egyptian and Indian Muslims. 
Iltutmish organized a Corps of Forty, all drawn from Turkish nobility and 
selected persons from this Forty for appointments in military and civil 
administration. The Corps of Forty became so powerful to the extent of 
disregarding the wishes of Iltutmish, and after his death, to place Rukn-ud-
Din Firoz on the throne. Razziya sought to counter the influence of Turkish 
nobles and defend her interest by organizing a group of non-Turkish and 
Indian Muslim nobles under the leadership of Yakut, the Abyssinian slave. 
This was naturally resented by the Turkish nobles, who got both of them 
murdered. Thus in the absence of rule of primogeniture, the nobles sided with 
any claimants to the throne and either helped in the choice of the Sultan or 
contributed to the de-stabilization of the regime. The nobles were organized 
into several factions and were constantly engaged in conspiracies. Balban 
therefore abolished the Corps of Forty and thereby put an end to the 
domination of “Turkish nobles”. Alauddin Khalji also took stern measures 
against the “Turkish nobles” by employing spies to report to him directly on 
their clandestine and perfidious activities. 

 

Ala-ud-din’s Internal Reforms 
 
 The vast annexation of territories was followed by extensive administrative reforms 
aimed at stabilising the government. Ala-ud-din’s first measure was to deprive the nobles 
of the wealth they had accumulated. It had provided them the leisure and means to hatch 
conspiracies against the Sultan. Marriage alliances between families of noble men were 
permitted only with the consent of the Sultan. The Sultan ordered that villages held by 
proprietary right, as free gift, or as a religious endowment be brought back under the royal 
authority and control. He curbed the powers of the traditional village officers by depriving 
them of their traditional privileges. Corrupt royal officials were dealt with sternly. The 
Sultan prohibited liquor and banned the use of intoxicating drugs. Gambling was 
forbidden and gamblers were driven out of the city. However, the widespread violations 
of prohibition rules eventually forced the Sultan to relax the restrictions. 
 
 Ala-ud-din collected land taxes directly from the cultivators. The village headman 
who traditionally enjoyed the right to collect them was now deprived of it. The tax 
pressure of Ala-ud-din was on the rich and not on the poor. Ala-ud-din set up the postal 
system to keep in touch with all parts of his sprawling empire. 
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Sultan’s Market Reforms 
 
 Ala-ud-din was the first Sultan to pay his soldiers in cash rather than give them a 
share of booty. As the soldiers were paid less, the prices had to be monitored and 
controlled. Moreover, Ala-ud-din had to maintain a huge standing army. In order to 
restrict prices of essential commodities, Ala-ud-din set up an elaborate intelligence 
network to collect information on black-marketing and hoarding. Te transactions in the 
bazaars, the buying and selling and the bargains made were all reported to the Sultan by 
his spies. Market superintendents, reporters and spies had to send daily reports on the 
prices of essential commodities. Violators of the price regulations were severely punished. 
If any defciency in weight was found, an equal weight of fesh was cut from the seller’s 
body and thrown down before his eyes! 
 
Ala-ud-din’s Successors 
 
 Ala-ud-din nominated his eldest son Khizr Khan, as his successor. However, Ala-
ud-din’s confdant at that time was Malik Kafur. So Malik Kafur himself assumed the 
authority of the government. But Kafur’s rule lasted only thirty-fve days as he was 
assassinated by hostile nobles. Tereafer there were a series of murders which culminated 
in Ghazi Malik, a veteran of several campaigns against the Mongols, ascending the throne 
of Delhi in 1320 as Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq. He murdered the incumbent Khalji ruler 
Khusrau and thereby prevented anyone from Khalji dynasty claiming the throne. Tus 
began the rule of the Tughlaq Dynasty, which lasted until 1414. 
 
The Tughlaq Dynasty 
 
Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq (1320–1324) 
 
 Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq followed a policy of reconciliation with the nobles. But in 
the fifth year of his reign (1325) Ghiyas-ud-din died. Three days later Jauna ascended the 
throne and took the title Muhammad bin Tughlaq. 
 
Muhammad Bin Tughlaq (1324-1351) 
 
 Muhammad Tughlaq was a learned, cultured and talented prince but gained a 
reputation of being merciless, cruel and unjust. Muhammad Tughlaq effectively repulsed 
the Mongol army that had marched up to Meerut near Delhi. Muhammad was an 
innovator. But he, unlike Ala-ud-din, lacked the will to execute his plans successfully. 
 
Transfer of Capital 
 
 Muhammad Tughlaq’s attempt to shif the capital from Delhi to Devagiri in 
Maharashtra, which he named Daulatabad, was a bold initiative. Tis was afer his 
realization that it was difcult to rule south India form Delhi. Centrally located, Devagiri 
also had the advantage of possessing a strong fort atop a rocky hill. Counting on the 
military and political advantages, the Sultan ordered important ofcers and leading men 
including many Suf saints to shif to Devagiri. However, the plan failed, and soon 
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Muhammad realised that it was difcult to rule North India from Daulatabad. He again 
ordered transfer of capital back to Delhi. 
 
Token Currency 
 
 The next important experiment of Muhammad was the introduction of token 
currency. Tis currency system had already been experimented in China and Iran. For India 
it was much ahead of its time, given that it was a time when coins were based on silver 
content. When Muhammad issued bronze coins, fake coins were minted which could not 
be prevented by the government. Te new coins were devalued to such an extent that the 
government had to withdraw the bronze coins and replace them with silver coins, which 
told heavily on the resources of the empire. 
 
Sultan’s Other Innovative Measures 
 
 Equally    innovative    was    Muhammad Tughlaq's scheme to expand cultivation. 
But it also failed miserably. It coincided with a prolonged and severe famine in the Doab. 
Te peasants who rebelled were harshly dealt with. Te famine was linked to the oppressive 
and arbitrary collection of land revenue. Te Sultan established a separate department 
(Diwan-i-Amir Kohi) to take care of agriculture. Loans were advanced to farmers for 
purchase of cattle, seeds and digging of wells but to no avail. Ofcers appointed to monitor 
the crops were not efcient; the nobility and important ofcials were of diverse background. 
Besides, the Sultan’s temperament had also earned him a lot of enemies. 
 
 Ala-ud-din Khalji had not annexed distant territories knowing full well that they 
could not be efectively governed. He preferred to establish his suzerainty over them. But 
Muhammad annexed all the lands he conquered. Terefore, at the end of his reign, while he 
faced a series of rebellions, his repressive measures further alienated his subjects. Distant 
regions like Bengal, Madurai, Warangal, Awadh, Gujarat and Sind hoisted the fags of 
rebellion and the Sultan spent his last days fghting rebels. While he was frantically 
engaged in pursuing a rebel leader in Gujarat, he fell ill, and died at the end of his 
26thregnal year (1351). 
 
Firuz Tughlaq (1351-1388) 
 
 Firuz’s father, Rajab, was the younger brother of Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq. Both had 
come from Khurasan during the reign of Ala-ud-din Khalji. Rajab who had married a Jat 
princess had died when Firuz was seven years old. When Ghiyas-ud-din ascended the 
throne, he gave Firuz command of a 12,000 strong cavalry force. Later Firuz was made in 
charge of one of the four divisions of the Sultanate. Muhammad bin Tughlaq died without 
naming his successor. Te claim made by Muhammad’s sister to his son was not supported 
by the nobles. His son, recommended by Muhammad’s friend Khan-i Jahan, was a mere 
child. Under such circumstances, Firuz ascended the throne. 
 

The vizier of Firuz Tughlaq, the famous Khan-i- Jahan, was a Brahmin convert to 
Islam. Originally known as Kannu, he was captured during the Sultanate campaigns 
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in Warangal (present-day Telangana). 

 
Conciliatory Policy towards Nobles 
 
 Firuz Tughlaq followed a conciliatory policy towards the nobles and theologians. 
Firuz restored the property of the owners who had been deprived of it during the reign of 
Muhammad Tughlaq. He reintroduced the system of hereditary appointments to offices, a 
practice which was not favoured by Ala-ud-din Khalji. The Sultan increased the salaries of 
government officials. While toning up the revenue administration, he reduced several 
taxes. He abolished many varieties of torture employed by his predecessor. Firuz had a 
genuine concern for the slaves and established a separate government department to 
attend to their welfare. The slave department took care of the wellbeing of 180,000 slaves. 
They were trained in handicrafts and employed in the royal workshops. 
 
Firuz Policy of No Wars 
 
 Firuz waged no wars of annexation, though he was not averse to putting down 
rebellions challenging his authority. There were only two Mongol incursions during his 
times, and both of them were successfully repulsed. His Bengal campaign to put down a 
rebellion there, however, was an exception. His army slew thousands and his entry into 
Odisha on his way helped him extract the promise of tribute from the Raja. A major 
military campaign of his period was against Sind (1362). He succeeded in routing the 
enemies on the way. Yet his enemies and a famine that broke out during this period gave 
Sultan and his army a trying time. Firuz's army, however, managed to reach Sind. The 
ruler of Sind agreed to surrender and pay tribute to the Sultan. 
 
Religious Policy 
 
 Firuz favoured orthodox Islam. He proclaimed his state to be an Islamic state 
largely to satisfy the theologians. Heretics were persecuted, and practices considered un-
Islamic were banned. He imposed jizya, a head tax on non-Muslims, which even the 
Brahmins were compelled to pay. Yet Firuz did not prohibit the building of new Hindu 
temples and shrines. His cultural interest led to translation of many Sanskrit works 
relating to religion, medicine and music. As an accomplished scholar himself, Firuz was a 
liberal patron of the learned including non-Islamic scholars. Fond of music, he is credited 
with establishing several educational institutions and a number of mosques, palaces and 
forts. 
 

Jizya is a tax levied and collected per head by Islamic states on non-Muslim subjects 
living in their land. In India, Qutb-ud-din Aibak imposed jizya on non-Muslims for 
the first time. Jizya was abolished by the Mughal ruler Akbar in 16th century but 
was re-introduced by Aurangzeb in the 17th century. 
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Public Works 
 
 Firuz undertook many irrigation projects. A canal he dug from Sutlej river to Hansi 
and another canal in Jumna indicate his sound policy of public works development. 
 
 Firuz died in 1388, after making his son Fath Khan and grandson Ghiyas-ud-din as 
joint rulers of Delhi Sultanate. 
 
 The principle of heredity permitted for the nobles and applied to the army 
weakened the Delhi Sultanate. The nobility that had regained power got involved in 
political intrigues which undermined the stability of the Sultanate. Within six years of 
Firuz Tughlaq’s death four rulers succeeded him. 
 
Timur’s Invasion 
 
 The last Tughlaq ruler was Nasir-ud-din Muhammad Shah (1394–1412), whose 
reign witnessed the invasion of Timur from   Central   Asia. 
Tu r k i s h   Ti mu r,   w h o could claim a blood relationship       with the 12thcentury 
great Mongol        Chengiz Khan, ransacked Delhi virtually       without any   opposition.   
On hearing    the    news of arrival of Timur,             Timur Sultan Nasir-ud-din fled Delhi. 
Timur also took Indian artisans such as masons, stone   cutters,   carpenters   whom   he 
engaged for raising buildings in his capital Samarkhand. Nasir-ud-din managed to rule up 
to 1412. Then the Sayyid and Lodi dynasties ruled the declining empire from Delhi till 
1526. 
 
Sayyid Dynasty (1414 – 1451) 
 
 Timur appointed Khizr Khan as his deputy to oversee Timurid interests in the 
Punjab marches. Khizr Khan (1414-21) went on to seize Delhi and establish the Sayyid 
dynasty (1414–51).The Sayyid dynasty established by Khizr Khan had four sultans ruling 
up to 1451. The early Sayyid Sultans ruled paying tribute to Timur’s son. Their rule is 
marked for the composing of Tarikh-i- Mubarak Shahi by Yahiya bin Ahmad Sirhindi. By 
the end of their rule the empire was largely confined to the city of Delhi. 
 

In the entire history of the Delhi Sultanate there was only one Sultan who 
voluntarily abdicated his throne and moved to a small town away from Delhi, where 
he lived for three full decades in contentment and peace. He was Alam Shah of the 
Sayyid dynasty - Abraham Eraly The Age of Wrath. 

 
The Lodi Dynasty (1451 – 1526) 
 
 The Lodi Dynasty was established by Bahlol Lodi (1451–1489) whose reign 
witnessed the conquest of Sharqi Kingdom (Bengal). It was his son Sikander Lodi (1489–
1517) who shifted the capital from Delhi to Agra in 1504. The last Lodi ruler Ibrahim Lodi 
was defeated by Babur in the First Battle of Panipat, which resulted in the establishment of 
Mughal Dynasty. 
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Administration of the Sultanate 
 
State and Society 
 
 The Sultanate was formally considered to be an Islamic State. Most of the Sultans 
preferred to call themselves the lieutenant of the Caliph. In reality, however, the Sultans 
were the supreme political heads. As military head, they wielded the authority of 
commander-in-chief of the armed forces. As judicial head they were the highest court of 
appeal. Balban claimed that he ruled as the representative of god on earth. Ala-ud-din 
Khalji claimed absolute power saying he did not care for theological prescriptions, but did 
what was essential for the good of the state and the beneft of the people. 
 
 The Delhi Sultanate deserves to be considered an all-India empire. Virtually all of 
India, except Kashmir and Kerala at 
the far ends of the subcontinent, and a few small tracts in between them had come under 
the direct rule of Delhi towards the close of Muhammad bin Tughlaq’s rule. There were no 
well-defined and accepted rules of royal succession and therefore contested succession 
became the norm during the Sultanate. The Sultans required the holders of iqta’s (called 
muqtis or walis) to maintain troops for royal service out of the taxes collected by them. 
Certain areas were retained by the Sultans under their direct control (khalisa). It was out 
of the revenue collected from such areas that they paid the officers and soldiers of the 
sultan’s own troops (hashm-i qalb). 
 
 The territorial expansion was matched by an expansion of fiscal resources. The tax 
rent (set at half the value of the produce) was rigorously sought to be imposed over a very 
large area. The fiscal claims of hereditary intermediaries (now called chaudhuris) and the 
village headmen (khots) were drastically curtailed. The continuous pressure for larger tax-
realization provoked a severe agrarian uprising, notably in the Doab near Delhi (1332-34). 
These and an ensuing famine persuaded Muhammad Tughlaq to resort to a scheme of 
agricultural development, in the Delhi area and the Doab, based on the supply of credit to 
the peasants. 
  
Military campaigns, the dishoarding of wealth, the clearing of forests, the vitality of inter-
regional trade - all of these developments encouraged a great movement of people, created 
a vast network of intellectuals and the religious-minded. Tese factors also made social 
hierarchies and settlements in the Sultanate garrison towns and their strongholds far more 
complex. Trough the fourteenth century the Sultanate sought to control its increasingly 
diverse population through its provincial governors, muqti, but considerable local 
initiative and resources available to these personnel, and their propensity to ally with local 
political groups meant that they could ofen only be controlled ftfully and for a short 
period, even by autocratic, aggressive monarchs like Muhammad Tughlaq. 
 
 The Turko-Afghan political conquests were followed by large- scale Muslim social 
migrations from Central Asia. India was seen as a land of opportunity. Te society in all 
stages was based on privileges with the higher classes enjoying a better socio-economic life 
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with little regard of one’s religion. Te Sultans and the nobles were the most important 
privileged class who enjoyed a lifestyle of high standard in comparison to their 
contemporary rulers all over the world. Te nobility was initially composed of the Turks. 
Afghans, Iranians and Indian Muslims were excluded from the nobility for a very long 
time. 
 
 The personal status of an individual in Islam depended solely on one’s abilities and 
achievements, not on one’s birth. So, once converted to Islam, everyone was treated as 
equal to everyone in the society 
. 
 Unlike Hindus who worshiped diferent deities, these migrants followed 
monotheism. They also adhered to one basic set of beliefs and practices. Tough a  
 
An important aspect of Islam in India was its early acceptance of a long-term coexistence 
with Hinduism, despite all the violence that occurred in military campaigns, conquests 
and depredations. The conqueror Mu’izzuddin of Ghor had, on some of his gold coins, 
stamped the image of the goddess Lakshmi. Muhammad Tughlaq in 1325 issued a farman 
enjoining that protection be extended by all officers to Jain priests; he himself played holi 
and consorted with yogis. 
 
monotheistic trend in Hinduism had long existed, as, for example in the Bhagavad Gita, as 
noted by Al-Beruni, its proximity to Islam did help to move monotheism from periphery 
to the centre. In the thirteenth century, the Virashaiva or    Lingayat    sect    of Karnataka  
founded by Basava believed in one God (Parashiva). Caste distinctions were denied, 
women given a better status,   and   Brahmans could       no       longer monopolise 
priesthood. A parallel, but less signifcant, movement in Tamil Nadu was in the 
compositions of the Siddhars, who sang in Tamil of one God, and criticised caste, 
Brahmans and the doctrine of transmigration of souls. Two little known fgures who 
played a part in transmitting the southern Bhakti and monotheism to Northern India were 
Namdev    of    Maharashtra,    a    rigorous monotheist who opposed image worship and 
caste distinctions and Ramanand, a follower of Ramanuja. 
 
The historian Barani noted with some bitterness how ‘the kings of Islam’ showed respect 
to ‘Hindus, Mongols, Polytheists and infidels’, by making them sit on masnad (cushions) 
and by honouring them in other ways, and how the Hindus upon paying taxes (jiziya-o-
kharaj) were allowed to have their temples and celebrations, employ Muslim servants, and 
flaunt their titles(rai, rana, thakur, sah, mahta, pandit, etc), right in the    capital seats of 
Muslim rulers.  
 
Economy 
 
 The establishment of the Delhi Sultanate was, however, accompanied by some 
important economic changes. One such change was the payment of land tax to the level of 
rent in cash. Because of this, food-grains and other rural products were drawn to the 
towns, thereby leading to a new phase of urban growth. In the 
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fourteenth century, Delhi and Daulatabad (Devagiri) emerged as great cities of the world. 
There were other large towns such as Multan, Kara, Awadh, Gaur, Cambay (Khambayat) 
and Gulbarga. 
 
 The Delhi Sultans began their gold and silver mintage alongside copper from early 
in the thirteenth century and that indicated brisk commerce. Despite the Mongol 
conquests of the western borderlands, in Irfan Habib’s view, India’s external trade, both 
overland and oceanic, grew considerably during this period. 
 
Trade and Urbanization 
 
 Te establishment of the Delhi Sultanate revived internal trade, stimulated by the 
insatiable demand for luxury goods by the sultans and nobles. Gold coins, rarely issued in 
India afer the collapse of the Gupta Empire, began to appear once again, indicating the 
revival of Indian economy. However, there is no evidence of the existence of trade guilds, 
which had played a crucial role in the economy in the classical age. Te Sultanate was 
driven by an urban economy encompassing many important towns and cities. Delhi, 
Lahore, Multan, Kara, Lakhnauti, Anhilwara, Cambay and Daulatabad were the important 
cities that thrived on the mercantile activities of Jain Marwaris, Hindu Multanis and 
Muslim Bohras, Khurasanis, Afghans and Iranians. Te import–export trade fourished well 
both through overland and overseas. While the Gujaratis and Tamils dominated the sea 
trade, the Hindu Multanis and Muslim Khurasanis, Afghans and Iranians dominated the 
overland trade with Central Asia 
. 
Industrial Expertise 
 
 Paper-making technology evolved by the Chinese and learnt by the Arabs was 
introduced in India during the rule of the Delhi Sultans. The spinning wheel invented by 
the Chinese came to India through Iran in the fourteenth century and enabled the spinner 
to increase her output some sixfold and enlarged yarn production greatly. The subsequent 
introduction of treadles in the loom similarly helped speed-up weaving. Sericulture was 
established in Bengal by the fifteenth century. Building activity attained a new scale by the 
large use of brick and mortar, and by the adoption of the vaulting techniques. 
 
Education 
 
 Certain traditions of education were now implanted from the Islamic World. At the 
bas e was the maktab, where a s cho olmaster taught children to read and write. At a 
higher level, important texts in various subjects were read by individual pupils with 
particular scholars who gave instruction (dars) in them. A more institutionalised form of 
higher education, the madrasa, became widely established in Central Asia and Iran in the 
eleventh century, and from there it spread to other Islamic countries. Usually the madrasa 
had a building, where instruction was given by individual teachers. Often there was a 
provision of some cells for resident students, a library and a mosque. Firoz Tugluq built a 
large madrasa at Delhi whose splendid building still stands. From Barani’s description it 
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would seem that teaching here was mainly confined to “Quran-commentary, the Prophet’s 
sayings and the Muslim Law (fiqh).” It is said that Sikander Lodi(1489– 1517) appointed 
teachers in maktabs and madrasas in various cities throughout his dominions, presumably 
making provision for them through land or cash grants. 
 
Historiography 
 
 In addition to secular sciences that came with Arabic and Persian learning to India, 
one more notable addition wassystematic historiography. Te collection of witnesses’ 
narratives and documents that the Chachnama (thirteenth-century Persian translation of a 
ninth-century Arabic original), in its account of the Arab conquest of Sind, represents 
advancement in historical research, notwithstanding the absence of coherence and logical 
order of latter-day historiography like Minhaj Siraj s Tabaqat-i Nasiri, written at Delhi c. 
1260. 
 
Sufism 
 
 In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, two most infuential orders emerged 
among the sufs: the Suhrawardi, centred at Multan, and the Chisti at Delhi and other 
places. Te most famous Chishti Saint, Shaik Nizamuddin ofered a classical exposition of 
Sufsm of pre-pantheistic phase in the conversations (1307-1322).Sufsm began to turn 
pantheistic only when the ideas of Ibn al-Arabi (died 1240) began to gain infuence, frst 
through the Persian poetry of Jalal-ud-din Rumi(1207-1273) and Abdur Rahman Jami 
(1414-1492), and, then, through the endeavours within India of Ashraf Jahangir Simnani 
(early ffeenth century). Signifcantly this wave of qualifed pantheism began to dominate 
Indian Islamic thought about the same time that the pantheism of Sankaracharyas school 
of thought was attaining increasing infuence within Vedic thought. 
 

Caliph/Caliphate 
 
Considered to be the successor of Prophet Muhammad, the Caliph wielded authority 
over civil and religious affairs of the entire Islamic world. The Caliph ruled Baghdad 
until it fell before Mongols in 1258. The Caliphs then ruled in Egypt until the conquest 
of Ottomans in 1516-17. Thereupon the title was held by Ottoman Sultans. The office of 
Caliph (Caliphate) ended when Ottoman Empire was abolished and Turkish Republic 
established by Mushtafa Kemal Attaturk in the 1920s. 

 
Caste and Women 
 
 The Sultans did not alter many of the social institutions inherited from ‘Indian 
Feudalism’. 
 
 Slavery, though it had already existed in India, grew substantially in the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries. Both in war and in the event of default in payment of taxes, 
people could be enslaved. Tey were put to work as domestic servants as well as in crafs. 
Te village community and the caste system remained largely unaltered. Gender 
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inequalities remained practically untouched. In upper class Muslim society, women had to 
observe purdah and were secluded in the zenana (the female quarters) without any 
contact with any men other than their immediate family. Afuent women travelled in 
closed litters. 
 
 However, Muslim women, despite purdah, enjoyed, in certain respects, higher 
status and greater freedom in society than most Hindu women. Tey could inherit property 
from their parents and obtain divorce, privileges that Hindu women did not have. In 
several Hindu communities, such as among the Rajputs, the birth of a girl child was 
considered a misfortune. Islam was not against women being taught to read and write. But 
it tolerated polygamy. 
 
Evolution of Syncretic Culture 
 
 The interaction of the Turks with the Indians had its influence in architecture, fine 
arts and literature. 
 

Sultan Firoz Tughlaq was reputed to possess 180,000 slaves, of which 12,000 worked 
as artisans. His principal minister, Khan Jahan Maqbul possessed over 2000 women 
slaves. 

 
Architecture 
 
 Arch, dome, vaults and use of lime cement, the striking Saracenic features, were 
introduced in India. Te use of marble, red, grey and yellow sandstones added grandeur to 
the buildings. In the beginning the Sultans converted the existing buildings to suit their 
needs. Qutb-ud-din Aibak’s Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque situated adjacent to Qutb Minar in 
Delhi and the Adhai din ka Jhopra in Ajmer illustrate these examples. A Hindu temple 
built over a Jain temple was modifed into Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque. Adhai din ka Jhopra 
was earlier a Jain monastery before being converted as a mosque. 
 
 With the arrival of artisans from West Asia the arch and dome began to show up 
with precision and perfection. Gradually local artisans also acquired the skill. Te tomb of 
Balban was adorned with the frst true arch and the Alai Darwaza built by Ala-ud-din 
Khalji as a gateway to the Quwwat-ul-Islam Mosque is adorned with the frst true dome. 
Te palace fortress built by Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq and Muhammad bin Tughlaq in 
Tughlaqabad, their capital city in Delhi, is remarkable for creating an artifcial lake around 
the fortress by blocking the river Yamuna. Te tomb of Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq introduced 
the system of sloping walls bearing the dome on a raised platform. Te buildings of Firuz 
Tughlaq, especially his pleasure resort, Hauz Khas, combined Indian and Saracenic 
features in alternate storeys, displaying a sense of integration. 
 
Sculpture and Painting 
 
 Orthodox Islamic theology considered decorating the buildings with animal and 
human fgures as un-Islamic. Hence the plastic exuberance of well-carved images found in 
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the pre-Islamic buildings was replaced by foral and geometrical designs. Arabesque, the 
art of decorating the building with Quranic verses inscribed with calligraphy, emerged to 
provide splendour to the building. 
 
Music and Dance 
 
 Music was an area where the syncretic tendencies were clearly visible. Muslims 
brought their musical instruments like Rabab and Sarangi. Amir Khusrau proclaimed that 
Indian music had a preeminence over all the other music of the world. The Sufi practice of 
Sama, recitation of love poetry to the accompaniment of music, was instrumental in 
promotion of music. Pir Bhodan, a Sufi saint, was considered a great musician of the age. 
Royal patronage for the growth of music was also forthcoming. Firuz Tughlaq evinced 
interest in music leading to synchronisation by translating an Indian Sanskrit musical 
work Rag Darpan into Persian. Dancing also received an impetus in the official court. Zia-
ud-din Barani lists the names of Nusrat Khatun and Mihr Afroz as musician and dancer 
respectively in the court of Jalaluddin Khalji. 
 

Qutb Minar, originally a 72.5 metre tower when completed by Iltutmish, was 
increased to 74 metres by the repairs carried out by Firuz Shah Tughlaq. The Minar 
is facilitated by 379 steps and it is magnificent for the height, balconies projecting out 
marking the storeys, the gradual sloping of the tower and the angular fiutings 
creating a ribbed effect around the tower. 

 
Literature 
 
 Amir Khusrau emerged as a major figure of Persian prose and poetry. Amir 
Khusrau felt elated to call himself an Indian in his Nu Siphr (‘Nine Skies’). In this work, he 
praises India’s climate, its languages – notably Sanskrit – its arts, its music, its people, even 
its animals. The Islamic Sufi saints made a deep literary impact. The Fawai’d-ul-Fawad, a 
work containing the conversations of Sufi Saint Nizam-ud-din Auliya was compiled by 
Amir Hassan. A strong school of historical writing emerged with the writings of Zia-ud-
din Barani, Shams-ud-din Siraj Afif and Abdul Malik Isami. Zia-ud-din Barani, emerged as 
a master of Persian prose. Abdul Malik Isami, in his poetic composition of Futuh-us-
Salatin, records the history of Muslim rule from Ghaznavid period to Muhammad bin 
Tughlaq’s reign. 
 
 Persian literature was enriched by the translation of Sanskrit works. Persian 
dictionaries with appropriate Hindawi words for Persian words were composed, the most 
important being Farhang-i-Qawas by Fakhr-ud-din Qawwas and Mifah-ul-Fuazala by 
Muhammad Shadiabadi. T u t i Namah, the Book of Parrots, is a collection of Sanskrit 
stories translated into Persian by Zia Nakshabi. Mahabharata and Rajatarangini were also 
translated into Persian. 
  
 Delhi Sultanate did not hamper the progress of Sanskrit   Literature. Sanskrit 
continued to be the language of high intellectual thought. The Sanskrit schools and 
academies established in diferent parts of the empire continued to fourish. The classical 
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Sanskrit       inscription (Pala Baoli) of 1276 in Delhi claims that due to the benign rule of 
Sultan Balban god Vishnu sleeps in peace in the ocean of milk without any worries. The 
infuence of Arabic and Persian on Sanskrit literature was felt in the form of translations. 
Shrivara in his Sanskrit work Kathakautuka included the story of Yusuf and Zulaika as a 
Sanskrit love lyric. Bhattavatara took Firdausi’s Shah Namah as a model for composing 
Zainavilas, a history of the rulers of Kashmir. 
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13. Cultural syncretism: Bhakti movement in India 
 
Introduction  
 

Like all cultural traditions, religion too does not exist in isolation. It adapts to 
existing situations and meets both social and spiritual needs of the people. As a country 
with a long history, religion in India developed by interacting with various traditions. 
Vedic religion, which came with the advent of Aryan-speaking peoples to India, absorbed 
many elements from the Indus civilization. Mother goddess worship had its origins in 
Harappa. Similarly an image found in the Indus script has been identified as that of Siva. 
The prime Vedic gods were Indra, Varuna, Agni, etc. and it was only later that the 
worship of Siva and Vishnu developed. In the mid-first millennium before the Common 
Era (B.C.) two great religions emerged in the Indo-Gangetic valley: Buddhism and Jainism 
(apart from other heterodox religions such as Ajivika) which challenged the orthodox 
Vedic religious practices.  

 
Similarly, in the mid-first millennium of the Common Era, in the southern country, 

a great religious tradition flourished in the form of a devotional or bhakti movement. 
Bhakti as a religious concept means devotional surrender to a supreme god for attaining 
salvation. Even though texts such as the Bhagavad Gita talk about the path of bhakti, or 
bhakti-marga, the movement gained force only in this period. Historians argue that this 
emerged in opposition to the ethical, fatalistic and atheistic traditions of Jainism and 
Buddhism. Vedic theism incorporated certain features from both. While Adi Sankara 
provided Hinduism with a philosophic doctrine of Advaita to counter the heterodox 
religions it remained at the intellectual level. It was the great Saiva Nayanmar and 
Azhwars, with their moving verses, gave form to the Bhakti doctrine andwon the support 
of the people. Historians refer to this as the Bhakti movement. This movement, supported 
by the ruling kings, made a deep and lasting impact on all aspects: social, political, 
religious, cultural and linguistic. Thus south India became the home of religious 
renaissance from the 7th to the 10th century. With theologians like Ramanujar it turned into 
a philosophical and ideological movement in the eleventh century. Inspired by many poet-
saints the bhakti cult became widespread from 14th century in the whole of India. We 
60eggar60 here the general features of the bhakti movement, its main proponents, the two 
different trends of the movement and its impact on social and cultural life of the people.  
 
Bhakti Movement in the South  
 

The transformation of a tribal society into a well-structured social order and the 
emergence of a powerful monarchical system of governance necessitated patronizing one 
religion or the other to legitimize authority. Buddhism and Jainism were predominantly 
patronized by the merchant class and they were also supported by the state. The Bhakti 
movement originated among the landholding castes, and it was critical of Buddhists and 
Jains. This also led to a fight for royal patronage.  
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Conflict with Buddhism & Jainism  
 

Sources: The bhakti literature, mostly puranas and hagiographical texts, provide 
information about the religious conflicts in Tamilnadu. Thevaram consists of the hymns by 
the three Nayanmars: Appar (Thirunavukkarasar), Sambandar (Thirugnanasambandar) 
and Sundarar. Together these constitute the seven of the twelve Saiva Thirumurais. The 
Eighth Thirumurai consists of the hymns of Manickavasakar. Many of these hymns 
articulate their criticism of Jainism and Buddhism. Periyapuranam by Sekkizhar which 
narrates the stories of the sixty-three Nayanmars is an important source for the study of 
the Bhakti movement. The hymns of the Vaishnava saints, Azhwars, are compiled as 
Nalayira Divya Prabandham. The importance of the bhakti poems lie in the fact that they 
are still read, sung and revered by people, and they also form an important part of Tamil 
literary tradition. Epigraphical sources and iconography also provide much information.  
 
Conflicts  
 

The earliest instances of conflict between Saivism and Vaishnavism on the one hand 
and the Sramanic sects of Buddhism and Jainism on the other hand occurred during the 
Pallava period.  

 
Mahendravarma Pallava I, a Jain by faith, persecuted those belonging to other 

religions. Appar, a Jaina in his early life, called Darmasena, later turned to Saivism under 
the influence of his sister. Mahendravarma at the instance of his Jaina advisers tried to 
reconvert Appar first by persuasion and then by persecution. But eventually it ended in 
the king’s own conversion to Saivism.  

 
According to tradition, Sambandar defeated the Jains in a theological debate and 

consequently his opponents were impaled. Maravarman Arikesari (640- 670), also known 
as Koon Pandyan, who converted from Saivism to Jainism, was later re-converted under 
the influence of Sambandar. According to a Saivite legend, after his re-conversion, he 
ordered a massacre of Jains in Samantham, a village in Madurai district. 

 
Bhakti literature and hagiographies contain copious details about the conflicts 

between Saivism and Vaishanavism on the one hand and the heterodox sects such as 
Buddhism and Janinism. The philosophical treatises such as the Saiva Siddhanta texts 
contain elaborate disputations of Buddhist and Jain philosophies. Some of the Saiva 
Siddhanta texts, such as Sivagnana Sithiyar, contain a separate section called 
‘parapakkam’ which essentially refute Buddhist and Jain theological arguments. Bhakti 
literature and hagiography narrate instances of conflict and the defeat of heterodoxy. 
Inscriptions indicate that such conflict was accompanied by violence with the impaling of 
many monks.  

 
Despite the sophisticated philosophical disputation, it was the nature of the Bhakti 

movement and the royal patronage that it received that ultimately led to the downfall of 
Buddhism and Jainism. By the eleventh century, both these religions were effectively 
defeated. While Buddhism was wiped out in the Tamil country as in much of India Tamil-
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speaking Jain communities have survived in pockets in TamilNadu to this day. Temples 
and shrines were destroyed or fell into disuse while many artefacts were lost due to 
neglect and vandalism. To this day one can see decapitated statues of Buddha and the Jain 
thirthankaras in many parts of TamilNadu.  

 
Despite this, the orthodox and heterodox interacted with each other and they have 

left a mark. The idea of renunciation, which is central to Buddhism and Jainism, was 
adopted by Saivites and Vaishnavites. In response to the simplicity and life negation of the 
heterodox sects bhakti movement celebrated life with festivals and rituals. Similarly, the 
high value accorded to vegetarian food habits and the prohibitionon killing of animals 
may be traced to this influence. The supremacy accorded to the Tamil language was a 
response to the fact that the heterodox religions used north India Prakrits. Most 
importantly, bhakti exponents posited that, unlike the fatalistic religions of Buddhism and 
Jainism, devotion to Vishnu and Siva could overcome fate.  

 
Thus Vedic Hinduism was transformed by the conflict with Buddhism and Jainism.  

 
Spread of Bhakti Movement to the North  
 

When the popularity of the bhakti movement in south India reached its peak, the 
doctrine of bhakti was expounded at the philosophical level by a series of Vaishnava 
scholars and saints. Ramanujar expounded the philosophy known as Vishistadvaita, or 
qualified monism. His teaching qualified Adi Sankara’s emphasis on absolute monism or 
the oneness of the ‘supreme’ and the ‘souls’.  

 
If the Bhakti movement flourished in the Tamil country from the seventh century, it 

was only from the fifteenth century that there was an extraordinary outburst of devotional 
poetry in north India. The society had degenerated into a caste-ridden community with 
practice of segregation, polytheism and idolatry. The religious minded saints raised their 
voice of protest against rites and ceremonies, superstitions, and unwanted formalisms. A 
popular monotheistic movement along with Vaishnava Bhakti movement came to be 
launched. The monotheists followed a path which was independent of dominant religions 
of the time, Hinduism and Islam. They denied their allegiance to either of them and 
criticized superstitious and orthodox elements of both the religions. 
 

The advent of Islam with the Turkish conquest posed a challenge to Vedic scholars 
and priests. By the end of the fourteenth century Islam had spread to large parts of India. 
A considerable section of the Indian population had taken to Islam. Combined with state 
power, the universal message of Islam with emphasis on equality attracted the lower 
sections of society.  
The new political and social situation created conditions for the growth of non-conformist 
movements with anti-caste, anti-vedic and anti-puranic traditions. The resultant changes 
in the cultural sphere were: development of regional languages, the evolution of 
Hindustani (Hindi), and of Indo-Muslim music and architecture.  
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The Hindu response to Muslim political power was complex. While there was 
considerable hostility to the new religion there was also a tendency to internal reform to 
strengthen Hinduism so as to face the challenge. An important outcome of the encounter 
was the rise of syncretic sects and major poets and Saints such as Kabir, Guru Nanak, and 
Ravidas.  
 
Impact of Sufism 
 

In parallel with the Bhakti movement in Hinduism, Sufism played a similar role in 
Islam. The terms Sufi, Wali, Darvesh and Fakir are used for Muslim saints who attempted 
to develop their intuitive faculties through ascetic exercises, contemplation, renunciation 
and self-denial. By the 12th century, Sufism had become an influential aspect of Islamic 
social life as it extended over almost the entire Muslim community.  

 
Sufism represents the inward or esoteric side and the mystical dimension of Islam. 

Sufi saints transcended religious and communal distinctions, and workedfor promoting 
the interest of humanity at large. The Sufis were a class of philosophers remarkable for 
their religious catholicity and 63eggar63ce. Sufis regarded God as the supreme beauty and 
believed that one must admire it, take delight in His thought and concentrate his attention 
on Him only. They believed that God is ‘Mashuq’ (beloved) and Sufis are the ‘Ashiqs’ 
(lovers). Sufism crystallized into various ‘Silsilahs’ or orders. The most popular Sufi orders 
were Chistis, Suhrawardis, Qadiriyahs and Naqshbandis.  
 

Sufism took root in both rural and urban areas, and exercised a deep social, political 
and cultural influence on the masses. It rebelled against all forms of religious formalism, 
orthodoxy, falsehood and hypocrisy, and endeavoured to create a new world order in 
which spiritual bliss was the ultimate goal. At a time when struggle for political power 
was the prevailing trend, the Sufi saints reminded people of their moral obligations. In a 
world torn by strife and conflict they tried to bring peace and harmony. The most 
important contribution of Sufism is that it helped to blunt the edge of Hindu-Muslim 
conflicts and prejudices by forging the feelings of solidarity and brotherhood between 
these two religious communities.  
 
Salient Features of Bhakti Movement  
 

• The bhakti reformers preached the principles of monotheism (oneness of God)  
 

• They believed in freedom from the cycle of life and death. They advocated that 
the salvation could be attained only by deep devotion and faith in God.  
 

• They emphasized the self-surrender for obtaining the bliss and grace of God. 
 

• Gurus could act as guides and preceptors.  
 

• They advocated the principle of Universal brotherhood.  
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• They criticized idol worship.  
 

• They stressed the singing of hymns with deep devotion.  
 

• Arguing that all living beings, including humans, were god’s children they 
strongly denounced caste system which divided people according to their birth.  
 

• They condemned ritualism, pilgrimages and fasts.  
 

• They did not consider any language as sacred and composed poems in the 
language of the common people.  

 
Proponents of Bhakti Movement  
Kabir  

Kabir is probably the most important cultural figure of medieval India. His 
iconoclastic poetry which ridiculed and ritual, and emphasized the universality of god 
won many adherents. Little concrete historical evidence is available on his life. He was 
probably a weaver. Said to be a disciple of Ramananda, he learnt Vedanta philosophy 
from him. According to the popular Tazkirah-i-Auliya-i-Hind (Lives of Muslim Saints), he 
was a disciple of the Muslim Sufi, Shaikh Taqi. Kabir was a religious radical who 
denounced with equal zest the narrowness of sectarianism, both Hindu and Islam. His 
message appealed to the lower classes of Hindu community. The most salient features of 
his teachings is denunciationof polytheism, idolatry, and caste. He was equally unsparing 
in his condemnation of Muslim formalism. He was a true seeker after God, and did his 
best to break the barriers that separated Hindus from Muslims. What appealed to the 
millions of his followers through the ages, however, is his passionate conviction that he 
had found the pathway to God, a pathway accessible to the lowest as well as the highest. 
His poetry is still recited across large parts of India.  
 
Ravidas  
 

Ravidas was a poet saint of the bhakti movement during the 15th to 16th century. 
Venerated as a guru (teacher) in the regions of Punjab, Rajasthan, Maharashtra and 
Madhya Pradesh, the devotional songs of Ravidas made a lasting impact upon the bhakti 
movement. The life details of Ravidas are uncertain and contested. Most scholars believe 
he was born in a family of tanners. Ravidas was one of the disciples of the bhakti saint-
poet Ramananda. Ravidas’ devotional songs were included in the Sikh Scriptures. Ravidas 
spoke against social divisions of caste and gender, and promoted unity in the pursuit of 
personal spiritual freedoms  
 
Guru Nanak  
 

The saint with the biggest institutional influence was Guru Nanak (1469–1539) who 
founded the Sikh religion which shows undoubted syncretic influence. As a monotheistic 
religion Sikhism emphasized the oneness of god and adherence to a strict morality. Over 
two centuries, under the leadershipof itsten gurus, Sikhism expanded swiftly in the Punjab 
region winning numerous adherents. Sikh teachings resulted in the creation of a strong 
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sense of community. The politics of the times created conflicts with the Mughal Empire 
leading to persecution which resulted in the martyrdom of its gurus. Guru Govind Singh 
was the last guru. After him the Granth Sahib was considered the guru. While the 
teachings of Guru Nank is the Adi Granth. The Guru Granth Sahib, part from the 
teachings of its other gurus, incorporates the writings of many Bhakti poets and Sufi saints 
such as Ramananda, Namadeva, Kabir and Sheikh Farid.  
 
Chaitanya (1485–1533)  
 

Chaitanya of Bengal represents an aspect of the bhakti movement that is very 
different from that seen in the lives and teachings of Kabir and his successors. Chaitanya’s 
concern, unlike that of Kabir, was not with bringing people to an understanding of a God, 
beyond all creeds and formulations; it was to exalt the superiority of Krishna over all other 
deities. It was, in other words, a revivalist, not a syncretic movement, a return to a 
worship of Vishnu under one of his most appealing forms, the loving ecstatic Krishna.  

 
The Bengal Vaishnavites did not try to reform Hinduism. Instead, they emphasized 

devotion to Krishna. Chaitanya, however, made disciples from all classes. He popularised 
the practice of group devotional singing accompanied by ecstatic dancing. His movement 
became popular in Bengal and Orissa. 
 
Namadeva  
 

Namadeva, a son of a tailor and an inhabitant of the village of Naras- Vamani in 
Satara district of Maharashtra, under the influence of Saint Janadeva, was converted to the 
path of bhakti. A staunch devotee of Vitthala of Pandarpur, Namdeva spent much of his 
time in worship along with his followers, chanting mostly in his own verses. He wrote 
many abhangs (songs composed and sung by saints in Maharashtra in praise of God’s 
glory) in Marathi and Hindi. He travelled as far as Punjab where his teachings became so 
popular that they were later absorbed in the Guru Granth. Love god with all your heart to 
lead a pious life surrendering everything to him with steadfast devotion is the essence of 
his message.  
 
Ramananda (1400-1470)  
 

While Chaitanya of Bengal belonged to the philosophical school of Madhavacharya 
(a chief advocate of Dvaita school of vedhanta), Ramananda was of Ramanuja’s 
philosophical thought. Ramananda was born at Prayag (Allahabad) and received his 
higher education in Hindu religious philosophy at Banaras and joined the school of 
Ramanuja as a preacher. He visited the holy places of North India and preached 
Vaishnavism. Ramananda introduced radical changes in Vaishnavism by founding his 
own sect based on the doctrine of love and devotion to Rama and Sita. He preached 
equality before God. He rejected caste system,particularly the supremacy of Brahmins as 
the sole custodians of Hindu religion. The people from the lower strata of the society 
became his followers. His twelve disciples included Ravidas, Kabir and two women. 
Ramananda was the first to preach his doctrine of devotion in Hindi, the vernacular 
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language. It gained him a good deal of popularity among the people of all classes. His 
followers were divided into conservative and radical schools.  
 
Mirabai (1498-1546)  
 

Mirabai was born in Kudh of Merta district of Rajasthan. She was the great 
granddaughter of Rana Jodhaji, founder of Jodhpur. She was married to Bhoj Raj, son of 
Rana Sanga of Mewar. She became a devotee of Lord Krishna, left the palace and began 
singing her songs (bhajans) and preaching the path of love on God. Mirabai preached the 
worship of God in the name of Krishna and stressed that no one should be deprived of His 
divine grace on the ground of birth, poverty, age and sex. Her devotional songs and lyrics 
constitute a rich cultural heritage. Her bhajans are sung with fervour to this day. Her 
teachings carried the message of divine worship to almost every Hindu household.  
  
Sur Das  
 

Sur Das lived at the court of Akbar and was popularly known as the blind bard of 
Agra. Sur Das is believed to have been a disciple of Vallabacharya who was a Vaishnava 
preacher in the Sultanate period. Vallabhacharya was the founder of Pushtimarga (way of 
grace). Sur Das preached religion of love and devotion to a personal God. He wrote 
inspiringand moving poems, Hindi poems about Lord Krishna. Krishna’s bal lila 
constitutes the first great theme of Sur Das poetry. According to him, love is a sublimated 
theme r e p r e s e n t I n g the irresistible attraction of the gopis of Brindavan towards 
Krishna. The intensity of passion displayed by the gopis is an expression of the natural 
attraction of the human spirit towards the divine soul. His popular works are Sur Sagar, 
Sur Saravali and Sahitya Lehari. His monumental work Sur Sagar or Sur’s Ocean is a story 
of Lord Krishna from the birth to the departure for Mathura.  
 
Tuka Ram  
 

Tuka Ram was born in 1608 in a village near Poona, Maharashtra. He was a 
contemporary of Maratha Shivaji and saints like Eknath and Ramdas. After his early life as 
a trader he started spending his time singing devotional songs in praise of his favourite 
deity Lord Vithoba of Pandarpur.  

 
Tuka Ram believed in a formless God. According to him, it was not possible to 

enjoin spiritual joy with worldly activities. He stressed the all-pervasiveness of God. He 
rejected Vedic sacrifices, ceremonies, pilgrimages, idol worship, etc. He also preached the 
virtue of piety, forgiveness and peace of mind. He spread the message of equality and 
brotherhood. He tried to foster Hindu-Muslim Unity. Some of his verses are devoted to 
this theme. He wrote his abhangas in Marathi 
 
Impact of the Bhakti Movement  
 

Salvation which was previously considered attainable only by people of the first 
three orders in the social hierarchy became available to everyone. Bhakti movement 
provided women and members of the lower strata of the society an inclusive path to 
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spiritual salvation. Literature on devotional songs in regional languages became profuse. 
The poet-saints of this movement championed a wide range of philosophical positions, 
ranging from theistic dualism of Dvaita to absolute monism of Advaita. Much of the 
regional practices such as community singing, chanting together of deity names, 
conducting festivals, going on pilgrimages, performing rituals relating to Saivism, and 
Vaishnavism have survived to this day. 
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14. The Mughal Empire  
 
Introduction  
 

India had been invaded from the west/ north-west several times over the centuries, 
beginning with Alexander. Various parts of north India had been ruled by foreigners like 
the Indo-Greeks, Sakas, Kushans and Afghans. The Mughals, descended from the Mongol 
Chengiz Khan and the Turk Timur, founded an empire in India which lasted for more 
than three centuries. But we remember them not as rulers of foreign origin, but as an 
indigenous, Indian dynasty. Babur was the founder of the Mughal Empire which was 
established in 1526 after Babur defeated Ibrahim Lodi in the battle of Panipat. Thus a new 
epoch and a new empire in India began, lasting for nearly three centuries beginning from 
1526 to 1857. Six major rulers of this dynasty, Babur, Humayun, Akbar, Jahangir, Shah 
Jahan and Aurangzeb, known as the “Great Mughals”, left their mark on Indian history. 
The empire declined after the death of Aurangzeb in 1707. The empire formally ended a 
century and a half later, when power passed to the British crown after the great revolt of 
1857.  

 
At the height of its power the Mughal Empire stretched from Afghanistan to Bengal 

and from Kashmir down to the Tamil region in the south. Mughal rule created a uniform, 
centralized administration over the entirecountry. The Mughals, especially Akbar, created 
a polity integrating Hindus and Muslims into a unified nation, forging a composite 
national identity. In addition, the Mughals left behind a heritage of great architecture, 
literature and art which has enriched India.  
 
Zahiruddin Muhammad Babur (1526–1530)  
 

The race for political supremacy in Central Asia amongst the Uzbeks (Turkic ethnic 
group), the Safavids (the members of the dynasty that ruled Iran patronising Shia Islam) 
and the Ottomans (Turkish people practicing Sunni Islam) forced Zahiruddin Muhammad 
Babur, the ruler of Samarkand, to seek his career prospects elsewhere. Historically the 
trade conducted by countries of Central Asia through the Silk Route with India had 
provided the required knowledge about the country (India) they were interested in. Babur 
who dreamed of repeating what Timur had done a century and a quarter earlier, 
succeeded in founding the Mughal kingdom with Delhi as its capital in 1526 in the wake 
of the political disintegration of the Delhi Sultanate.  
 

Babur, a boy of eleven, inherited the throne of Samarkand (now a city in 
Uzbekistan) from his father. As there were enemies all round him, he lost his throne but 
soon reclaimed it. But soon he realized that, with the powerful Safavid dynasty in Iran and 
the Uzbeks in Central Asia, he should rather turn to the southeast towards India to build 
an empire of his own. As a Timurid, Bābur had an eye on the Punjab, part of which had 
been Timur’s possession. Between 1519 and 1524 when he invaded Bhera, Sialkot and 
Lahore, he showed his definite intention to conquer Hindustan, where the political scene 
also favoured his adventure. After conquering Kabul and Ghazni, Babur crossed the Indus 
to India and established a small kingdom. The time for invading India was also ripe as 
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there was discontent among the Afghans and the Rajputs, as Sultan Ibrahim Lodi of the 
Lodi dynasty was trying to expand his territory. Babur received an embassy from Daulat 
Khan Lodi, a principal opponent of Ibrahim Lodi, and Rana Sangha, ruler of Mewar and 
the chief of Rajput Confederacy, with a plea to invade India. When Babur marched to 
India he first defeated the forces of Daulat Khan Lodi at Lahore as he had gone back on his 
promise to help Babur.  
 
First Battle of Panipat, 21 April 1526  
 

Babur then turned towards the Lodi-governed Punjab. After several invasions, he 
defeated the formidable forces of Ibrahim Lodi with a numerically inferior army at 
Panipat. Babur won this battle with the help of strategic positioning of his forces and the 
effective use of artillery. Babur’s victory provided hopes for him to settle in India 
permanently. Babur had conquered Delhi and Agra, but he still had to suppress the 
Rajputs and the Afghans. 

 

Artillery is an army unit that uses large cannon-like weapons, transportable and 
usually operated by more than one person. Gun powder was first invented by the Chinese 
and found its way to Europe in the 13th century A.D. (CE). It was used in guns and 
cannons from the mid-fourteenth century onwards. In India we have no instances of 
artillery being used in war before Babur. 

 
Battle of Khanwa, 1527  

 
Babur decided to take on Rana Sanga of Chittor, who as ruler of Mewar, had a 

strong influence over Rajasthan and Malwa. Babur selected Khanwa, near Agra, as a 
favourable site for this inevitable encounter. The ferocious march of Rana Sanga with a 
formidable force strengthened by Afghan Muslims, Mahmud Lodi, brother of Ibrahim 
Lodi, and Hasan Khan Mewati, ruler of Mewat, confronted the forces of Babur. With 
strategic positioning of forces and effective use of artillery, Babur defeated Rana Sanga’s 
forces. This victory was followed by the capture of forts at Gwalior and Dholpur which 
further strengthened Babur’s position.  
  
Battle of Chanderi, 1528  

 
The next significant battle that ensured Babur’s supremacy over the Malwa region 

was fought against Medini Rai at Chanderi. Following this victory Babur turned towards 
the growing rebellious activities of Afghans.  
 
Battle of Ghagra, 1529  

 
This was the last battle Babar fought against the Afghans. Sultan Ibrahim Lodi’s 

Brother Mahmud Lodi and Sultan Nusrat Shah, son-in-law of Ibrahim Lodi, conspired 
against Babur. Realising thedanger Babar marched against them. In the battle that ensued 
along the banks of Ghagra, a tributary of Ganges, Babur defeated the Afghans. But he died 
on his way from Agra to Lahore in 1530  
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There is a story about Babur’s death. His son Humayun was ill and Babur in his 
love for him is said to have prayed, offering his own life if his son got well. Humayun 
recovered.  

 
Estimate of Babur  

 
Babur, the founder of Mughal Empire, was a scholar of Persian and Arabic. Babur’s 

memoirs Tuziuk-i-Baburi (Baburnama) is considered a world classic. Babur found nothing 
admirable either in the Afghans who ruled India for some time or in the majority of the 
people they governed. But his description of India is delightful.  

 
What Hindustan possessed, in Babur’s view, is described as follows: ‘The chief 

excellence of Hindustan is that it is a large country and has abundance of gold and silver? 
Another convenience of Hindustan is that the workmen of every profession and trade are 
innumerable and without end.’  

 
Babur’s dominions were now secure from Kandahār to the borders of Bengal. 

However, in the great area that marked the Rajput desert and the forts of Ranthambhor, 
Gwalior and Chanderi, there was no settled administration, as the Rajput chiefs were 
quarrelling among themselves. So Babur left a difficult task for his son Humayun.  
 
Humayun (1530-1540 & 1555-1556)  

 
Humayun, a cultured and learned person, was not a soldier like his father. He was 

faced with the problems of a weak financialsystem and the predatory Afghans. Bahadur 
Shah, the ruler of Gujarat, also posed a great threat. Humayun’s brother Kamran who was 
in-charge of Kabul and Kandahar extended his authority up to Punjab. Humayun 
remembering the promise he had made to his father on the eve of his death that he would 
treat his brothers kindly, agreed to Kamran’s suzerainty over Punjab to avoid a civil war.  

 
The growth of Afghan power in the regions around Bihar and Uttar Pradesh under 

the leadership of Sher Khan (later Sher Shah) made Humayun to initiate action. Defeating 
the Afghans at Daurah in 1532 Humayun besieged the powerful fort of Chunar. After a 
period of four months, Humayun, believing the word of Sher Shah that he would be loyal 
to the Mughals, withdrew the siege. This turned out to be a great mistake.  

 
Humayun spent the succeeding years of his life in constructing a new city in Delhi, 

Dinpanah, while his enemies were strengthening themselves. Realising the ensuing 
danger from Bahadur Shah who had annexed Rajasthan and instigated and provided 
refuge to all anti-Mughal elements, Humayan marched against him. He captured Gujarat 
and Malwa and left them under the control of his brother Askari. Unable to put down the 
rebellions of the Gujarati people, Askari decided to proceed to Agra. This alarmed 
Humayun stationed at Mandu, for he was afraid that Askari would take Agra for himself. 
Hence, abandoning Gujarat and Malwa Humayun pursued his brother. Both the brothers 
reconciled after a meeting at Rajasthan.  
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When Humayun was deeply engrossed in the affairs of Bahadur Shah, Sher Khan 

had strengthened himself by defeating the ruler of Bengal. Sher Khan captured the fort of 
Rohtas and Bengal. 
 

After capturing Chunar Humayun marched to Bengal to confront Sher Khan. When 
Humayun reached Gaur or Gauda he received information on the rebellion of Hindal, his 
younger brother. Humayun proceeded to Agra to quell the rebellion. Sher Khan who had 
been quiet all this time started attacking the army of Humayun. When Humayun reached 
Chausa with great difficulty there was a full-fledged battle.  
 
Battle of Chausa (1539)  
 

This battle was won by Sher Khan due to his superior political and military skills. 
Humayun suffered a defeat in which 7000 Mughal nobles and soldiers were killed and 
Humayun himself had to flee for his life by swimming across the Ganga. Humayun who 
had arrived at Agra assembled his army with the support of his brothers Askari and 
Hindal to counter Sher Khan. The final encounter took place at Kanauj.  
 
Battle of Kanauj (1540)  

 
This battle was won by Sher Khan and Humayun’s army was completely routed, 

and he became a prince without a kingdom.  
 
Sher Shah and Sur Dynasty  

 
From the time Humayun abandoned the throne in the Battle of Kanauj to his 

regaining of power in 1555 Delhi was ruled by Sher Shah of the Sur Dynasty. Born in the 
family of a Jagirdar and named as Farid, he received the title of Sher Khan after killing a 
tiger (sher in Hindi). When he ascended the throne, he was called Sher Shah. Through his 
ability and efficiency, he emerged as the chief of Afghans in India. His military 
capabilityand diplomacy made him victorious over Humayun and many other Rajput 
rulers. Malwa fell without a fight. Rana Uday Singh of Mewar surrendered without 
resistance. Sher Shah’s next venture to capture Kalinjar failed as a gunshot caused his 
death in 1545. Sher Shah was succeeded by his second son Islam Shah who ruled till 1553. 
His death at a young age led to a state of confusion about succession. Humayun used this 
opportunity to regain Delhi and Agra from the Sur rulers.  
 
Sher Shah’s Reforms  

 
When Sher Shah was pursuing Humayun, he had left Khizr Khan as the Governor 

of Bengal. Khizr Khan married the daughter of the former ruler of Bengal, Sultan 
Mahmud, and started behaving like a king. On his return Sher Shah ordered him to be put 
in chains. As one familiar with the problem of provincial insubordination, he thought that 
the real solution to the problem would be to setup a strong administrative system. So he 
made his government highly centralised. The local administrative structure of the Delhi 
Sultanate was followed with certain changes. The village headmen who were made 
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responsible for the goods stolen within the area under their control became vigilant. The 
welfare of the peasants was a prime concern. When the peasant is ruined, Sher Shah 
believed, the king is ruined. Sher Shah took great care that the movements of the army did 
not damage crops. He followed a flexible revenue system. Land was surveyed and 
revenue settled according to the fertility of the soil. In some areas, the jagirdari and 
zamindari systems were allowed to continue. In yet other places he arranged to collect 
only a portion of the gross produce.  
Sher Shah showed the same concern while dealing with traders. In order to encourage 
trade, he simplified trade 
 

Jagirdari  
It is a land tenure system developed during the Delhi Sultanate. Under the system 

the collection of the revenue of an estate and the power of governing it were bestowed 
upon an official of the state.  
Zamindari  

The term refers to another land tenure system. The word zamindar means 
landowner in Persian. In Mughal times the zamindars were drawn from the class of 
nobles. Akbar granted land to the nobles as well as to the descendents of old ruling 
families and allowed them to enjoy it hereditarily. Zamindars collected revenue from the 
tenants and cultivators and remitted a fixed amount to the state.  

 

Imposts, collecting taxes only at the point of entry and the point of sale. The 
standardization of the metal content of gold, silver and copper coins also facilitated trade. 
His currency system continued through the entire Mughal period and became the basis of 
the coinage under the British.  

 
For enhancement of trade and commerce Sher Shah maintained a robust highway 

system by repairing old roads and laying down new roads. Apart from repairing the 
Grand Trunk road from the Indus in the west to Sonargaon in Bengal, he also built a road 
connecting Gujarat’s seaports with Agra and Jodhpur. A road was laid connecting Lahore 
with Multan. The highways were endowed with a large network of sarais, rest houses, 
where the traders were provided with food and accommodation, ensuring brisk 
commerce. Some of the sarais constructed by Sher Shah still survive. These sarais also 
ensured the growth of towns in their vicinity.  

 
Sher Shah practiced charity on a large scale. He gave stipends from the treasury to 

destitute people. Sher Shah was an orthodox and devout Sunni. He is said to have 
dispensed justice without bias, punishing the oppressors even if they were nobles or his 
relatives. Through stern punishments to rebellious zamindars and nobles and to thieves 
and robbers he ensured effective maintenance of law and order in the empire.  
 

The fiscal administration for which Akbar and Todar Mal have been so highly 
praised was largely based on the methods of Sher Shah. During his short rule, Sher Shah 
did not have much time for building new cities and palaces. He started building a new 
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walled city in Delhi, which later came to be known as Purana Qila (Old Fort). He built his 
own mausoleum in 
 
Humayun’s Return from Exile  

 
After Sher Shah’s death in 1545 his weak successors ruled for ten years. 

Humayun,who had fled after his defeat at Kanauj, had taken asylum in Persia. Humayun 
then went to Afghanistan with Persian troops. He succeeded in capturing Kandahar and 
Kabul. But his brother Kamran did not allow him to hold them in peace. The struggle 
between the brothers intensified, and yet in the end Kamran had to seek a compromise 
with Humayun. Meanwhile the Sur Empire had fragmented, and so Humayun’s invasion 
became easy. The Afghan forces in Punjab, on the approach of Mughals, began to flee. 
Humayun became the Emperor once again. He died very soon after regaining Delhi when 
he slipped down the stairs of the library in the fort at Delhi. In the colourful words of Lane 
Poole, “Humayun stumbled out of his life, as he has stumbled through it.”  
 
Emperor Akbar (1556–1605)  

 
During Humayun’s wanderings in the Rajputana desert, his wife gave birth to a 

son, Jalaluddin, known as Akbar, in 1542. Akbar was crowned at the age of fourteen. At 
the time of Akbar’s ascension, the Afghansand Rajputs were still powerful and posed a 
great challenge. Yet he had a guardian and protector in Bairam Khan.  
 
Second Battle of Panipat  

 
Hemu, the Hindu general of the displaced Afghan king Adil Shah, successor of 

Sher Shah, induced the king to permit him to lead the Afghan army againstthe Mughals. 
Encouraged by the king, Hemu first took Gwalior, expelling the Mughal governor. Then 
he marched on Agra and captured it without any resistance. Hemu’s generosity helped 
him to overcome potential enemies when he took Delhi. In November 1556 Akbar 
marched towards Delhi to meet the forces of Hemu in the Second Battle of Panipat. An 
arrow struck the eye of Hemu when the battle was likely to end in his favour. The 
leaderless Afghan army became demoralised and the Mughal forces emerged victorious. 
Hemu was captured and executed. This victory made Akbar the sovereign of Agra and 
Delhi and re-establishes the Mughal Empire.  
 
Akbar and Bairam Khan  

 
Akbar’s rule saw the expansion of the Mughal empire from Kabul to Jaunpur, 

including Gwalior and Ajmer, under his regent Bairam Khan. Soon Bairam Khan began to 
behave haughtily towards his fellow nobles. Akbar, enraged by his behaviour issued a 
farman dismissing Bairam Khan. This led to Bairam Khan’s revolt which was ably dealt 
with by Akbar. Bairam Khan, finally agreeing to submit himself to Akbar, proceeded to 
Mecca. But on his way he was murdered by an Afghan. The family of Bairam khan was 
brought to Delhi and his son Abdur Rahim became one of the luminaries of Akbar’s court 
with the title Khan-e-Khanan.  
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Akbar’s Military Conquests  

 
Akbar laid the foundation for a great empire through his vast conquests. Malwa 

was conquered in 1562 from Baz Bahadur who was made a mansabdar in Akbar’s court. 
The Gondwana region of central India was annexed after a fierce battle with Rani 
Durgavati and her son Vir Narayan in 1564.The rulerof Mewar, Rana Udai Singh, put up a 
great fight before losing Chittor, which was conquered by Akbar after a siege of six 
months. Rana Udai Singh retreated to the hills. Yet his generals Jaimal and Patta carried on 
their fight. Finally, the generals, along with 30,000 Rajputs were killed. Out of admiration 
for the gallant Jaimal and Patta. Akbar honoured them by erecting statues to their memory 
outside the chief gate of Agra fort. The capture of Chittor was followed by the surrender of 
Rajput states like Ranthambhor, Kalinjar, Bikaner, Jodhpur and Jaisalmer. 

 
After subordinating the regions of central India, Akbar turned his attention to 

Gujarat, a wealthy province renowned for its maritime commerce. Akbar conquered 
Gujarat from Muzaffar Shah in 1573. Gujarat became a launch pad for the annexation of 
Deccan. After defeating Daud Khan, the Afghan ruler of Bihar and Bengal, both the 
provinces were annexed to the Mughal Empire in 1576.  

 
Akbar defeated Mirza Hakim of Kabul with the help of Raja Man Singh and 

Bhagwan Das. His conquest of Kashmir (1586) and Sindh (1591) consolidated the political 
integration of North India Akbar turned his attention to the Deccan. Akbar’s forces had 
occupied Khandesh region in 1591. In 1596 Berar was acquired from Chand Bibi, who, as 
the regent of her nephew Muzaffar Shah, the Nizam Shahi ruler of Ahmednagar, valiantly 
defended Ahmednagar against the Mughal forces of Akbar. By 1600 parts of Ahmed 
Nagar had fallen into the hands of Mughal forces. Akbar fell sick in September 1604 and 
died on 27 October 1605.  
 
Rajput Policy  

 
Akbar took earnest efforts to win the goodwill of the Hindus. He abolished the jizya 

(poll tax) on non-Muslims and the tax on Hindu pilgrims. The practice of sati by Hindu 
widows was also abolished. The practice of making slaves of war prisoners was also 
discontinued. His conciliatory Rajput policy included matrimonial alliances with Rajput 
princely families, and according Rajput nobles high positions in the Mughal court. A 
tolerant religious policy ensured the cultural and emotional integration of the people. 
Even before Akbar, many Muslim kings had married Rajput princesses. But Akbar with 
his broadminded nature was instrumental in these matrimonial alliances becoming a 
synthesising force between two different cultures as he maintained close relations with the 
families.  

 
Akbar had married Harkha Bhai (also referred to as Jodha in popular accounts), the 

daughter of Raja Bhar Mal (also known as Bihari Mal) of Amber. He also married the 
Rajput princesses of Bikaner and Jaisalmer. Prince Salim who was born of Harkha Bhai 
married the daughter of Raja Bhagwan Das. Raja Man Singh, son of Bhagwan Das, became 
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the trusted general of Akbar. Even the Rajputs who chose not to have any matrimonial 
alliances were bestowed great honours in Akbar’s court. His Rajput policysecured the 
services of great warriors and administrators for the empire. Raja Todar Mal, an expert in 
revenue affairs, rose to the position of Diwan. Birbal was a favourite companion of Akbar.  

 
Mewar and Marwar were the two Rajput kingdoms that defied the Mughal Empire. 

After the death of Rana Udai Singh, his son Rana Pratap Singh refused to acknowledge 
Akbar’s suzerainty and continued to fight the Mughals till his death in 1597. The Battle of 
Haldighati in 1576 was the last pitched battle between the Mughal forces and Rana Pratap 
Singh. In Marwar (Jodhpur), the ruler Chandra Sen, son of Maldeo Rathore, resisted the 
Mughals till his death in 1581, though his brothers fought on the side of the Mughals. Udai 
Singh, the brother of Chandra Sen was made the ruler of Jodhpur by Akbar. Akbar’s 
capital was at Agra in the beginning. Later he built a new city at Fatehpur Sikri. Though a 
deserted city now, it still stands with its beautiful mosque and great Buland Darwaza and 
many other buildings.  
 
Mansabdari System  

 
Akbar provided a systematic and centralised system of administration which 

contributed to the success of the empire. He introduced the Mansabdari system. The 
nobles, civil and militaryofficials combined into one single service with each officer 
receiving the title of Mansabdar. Mansabdar rank was divided into Zat and Sawar. The 
former determined the number of soldiers each Mansabdar received ranging from 10 to 
10,000. The latter determined the number of horses under a Mansabdar. Each officer could 
rise from the lowest to the highest ranks. Promotions and demotions were made through 
additions or reductions of Mansabs. The Mansabdari system diversified the ethnic base of 
his nobility. During Akbar’s early years the nobles were drawn exclusively from Central 
Asians or Persians. But after the introduction of the Mansabdari system, the nobility 
encompassed Rajputs and Shaikhzadas (Indian Muslims). The salary of a Mansabdar was 
fixed in cash but was paid by assigning him a jagir (an estate from which he could collect 
money in lieu of his salary), which was subjected to regular transfers. The rank of 
Mansabdar was not hereditary and immediately after the death of a Mansabdar, the jagir 
was resumed by the state.  
 
Akbar’s Religious Policy  

 
Akbar began his life as an orthodox Muslim but adopted an accommodative 

approach under the influence of Sufism. Akbar was interested to learn about the doctrines 
of all religions, and propagated a philosophy of Sulh-i-Kul (peace to all). Badauni, a 
contemporary author, who did not like Akbar’s inter-religious interests, accused him of 
forsaking Islam. Akbar had established an Ibadat Khana, a hall of worship in which 
initially Muslim clerics gathered to discuss spiritual issues. Later he invited Christians, 
Zoroastrians, Hindus, Jains and even atheists to discussions.  

 
In 1582, he discontinued the debates in the Ibadat Khana as it led to bitterness 

among different religions. However, hedid not give up his attempt to know the Truth. 
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Akbar discussed personally with the leading lights of different religions like Purushotam 
and Devi (Hinduism), Meherji Rana (Zorastrianism), the Portugese Aquaviva and 
Monserrate (Christianity) and Hira Vijaya Suri (Jainism) to ascertain the Truth. Because of 
the discussions he felt that behind the multiplicity of names there was but one God. The 
exact word used by Akbar and Badauni to illustrate the philosophy of Akbar is Tauhid-i-
Ilahi namely Din Ilahi. Tauhid-i-Ilahi literally meant divine monotheism.  

 
It can be considered a sufistic order but not a new religion. He had become a Pir 

(Sufi Guru) who enrolled Murids (Sufi disciples) who would follow a set pattern of rules 
ascribed by the Guru. Thousands of disciples enrolled as his disciples. Akbar’s intention 
was to establish a state based on the concept of secular principles, equal toleration, and 
respect to all sections irrespective of their religious beliefs. He set up a big translation 
department for translating works in Sanskrit, Arabic, Greek, etc, into Persian. The 
Ramayana, Mahabharata, the Atharva Veda, the Bible and the Quran were translated into 
Persian. The Din Ilahi ceased to exist after Akbar.  
 
Jahangir (1605–1627)  

 
Akbar was succeeded by his son Salim with the title Nur-ud-din Jahangir. He was 

Akbar’s son by a Rajput wife. His ascension was challenged by his eldest son Prince 
Khusrau who staged a revolt with the blessings of Sikh Guru Arjun Dev. Prince Khusrau 
was defeated, captured and blinded, while Guru Arjun Dev was executed. Jahangir also 
tamed the rebel Afghan Usman Khan in Bengal. Mewar, which had defied Akbar under 
Rana Udai Singh and his son Rana Pratap Singh, was brought to terms by 
 

Jahangir after a military campaign led by his son Prince Khurram (later to become 
Emperor Shah Jahan) against Rana Amar Singh, the grandson of Rana Udai Singh. They 
concluded a treaty whereby Rana Amar Singh could rule his kingdom after accepting the 
suzerainty of Jahangir. In 1608 Ahmad Nagar in the Deccan had declared independence 
under Malik Ambar.  

 
Several attempts by prince Khurram to conquer Ahmad Nagar ended in failure. 

Prince Khurram had conquered the fort of Kangra after a siege of 14 months. Kandahar, 
conquered by Akbar from thePersians in 1595, was retaken by the Persian King Shah 
Abbas in 1622. Jahangir wanted to recapture it. But he could not achieve it due to the 
rebellion of Prince Khurram. Jahangir’s reign witnessed the visit of two Englishmen – 
William Hawkins and Sir Thomas Roe. While the former could not get the consent of the 
Emperor for establishing an English factory in India, the latter, sent as ambassador by 
King James I, succeeded in securing permission to establish a British factory at Surat.  
 

Jahangir was more interested in art and painting and gardens and flowers, than in 
government. His Persian wife Mehrunnisa, renamed as Nur-Jahan by Jahangir, became the 
real power behind the throne. The political intrigues that prevailed because of Nur-Jahan, 
led Prince Khurram to rebel against his father but due to the efforts of Mahabat Khan, a 
loyal general of Jahangir, the rebellion could not be fruitful. Prince Khurram had to retreat 
to the Deccan. The intrigues of Nur-Jahan also made Mahabat Khan to rise in revolt which 
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was effectively handled by Nur-Jahan. Mahabat Khan also retreated to Deccan to join 
Prince Khurram. Immediately after the death of Jahangir, Nur-Jahan wanted to crown her 
son-in-law Shahryar Khan but dueto the efforts of Nur-Jahan’s brother and Prince 
Khurram’s father-in-law Asaf Khan, Prince Khurram succeeded as the next Mughal 
emperor with the title Shah- Jahan. Nur-Jahan, who ruled the empire for ten years, lost her 
power and influence after Jahangir’s death in December 1645.  
 
Shah Jahan (1627-1658)  

 
When Shah Jahan ascended the throne in Agra his position was secure and 

unchallenged. Yet the affairs of the empire needed attention. The Afghan Pir Lodi, with 
the title Khanjahan, who had been governor of the southern provinces of the empire, was 
hostile. Despite Shah Jahan’s order transferring him from the government of the Deccan, 
he aligned with Murtaza Nizam Shah II, the Sultan of Ahmed-Nagar, and conspired 
against Shah Jahan. As the situation turned serious, Shah Jahan proceeded to the Deccan 
in person. The newly appointed governor of the Deccan, Iradat Khan, who received the 
title Azam Khan led the imperial army and invaded the Balaghat. Seeing the devastation 
caused by the imperial troops, Murtaza changed his attitude towards Khanjahan. 
Khanjahan thereupon fled from Daulatabad into Malwa, but was pursued and finally 
slain. Peace thus having beenrestored in the Deccan, Shah Jahan left the Deccan after 
dividing it into four provinces: Ahmednagar with Daulatabad; Khandesh; Berar; and 
Telengana. The viceroyalty of the four provinces was conferred by Shah Jahan on his son 
Aurangzeb, then eighteen years of age.  
 

Deccan Sultanates  
After flourishing for over a hundred years the Bahmani kingdom, that covered 

much of Maharashtra and Andhra along with a portion of Karnataka, disintegrated and 
powerful nobles carved out new dominions at Golkonda (Qutb Shahs), Bijapur (Adil 
Shahs), Berar (Imad Shahs), Bidar (Barid Shahs) and Ahmad Nagar (Nizam Shahs), which 
go by the collective name of Deccan Sultanates or Southern Sultanates.  

  
Thus the Deccan was brought under the effective control of the Mughal Empire during the 
reign of Shah Jahan. Ahmad Nagar, which offered resistance to the Mughals, was annexed 
despite the efforts of Malik Ambar. Shah Jahan, with the help of Mahabat Khan, subdued 
the Nizam Shahi rulers of Ahmad Nagar in 1636. When the Shi’ite Qutub Shahi ruler of 
Golkonda imprisoned his own minister Mir Jumla it was used as a pretext by Aurangzeb 
to invade Golkonda. A treaty made the Qutub Shahi ruler a vassal of the Mughal Empire.  

 

European Factories/Settlements during Mughal Rule  
Portuguese  

In 1510, Albuquerque captured Goa from the ruler of Bijapur and made it the 
capital of the Portuguese Empire in the East. Subsequently Daman, Salsette and Bombay 
on the west coast and at Santhome near Madras and Hugli in Bengal on the east coast had 
become Portuguese settlements.  
 
Dutch  
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The Dutch set up factories at Masulipatam (1605), Pulicat (1610), Surat (1616), 
Bimilipatam (1641), Karaikal (1645), Chinsura (1653), Kasimbazar, Baranagore, Patna, 
Balasore, Nagapattinam (all in 1658) and Cochin (1663).  
 
Danes  

Denmark also established trade settlements in India and their settlements were at 
Tranquebar in TamilNadu (1620) and Serampore, their headquarters in Bengal.  
 
French  
Surat (1668), Masulipatnam (1669), Pondicherry, a small village then (1673), 
Chandernagore in Bengal (1690). Later they acquired Mahe in the Malabar, Yanam in 
Coromandal (both in 1725) and Karaikal (1739).  
 
English  

The Company first created a trading post in Surat (where a factory was built in 
1612), and then secured Madras (1639), Bombay (1668), and Calcutta (1690). Though the 
Company had many factories, Fort William in Bengal, Fort St George in Madras, and the 
Bombay Castle were the three major trade settlements of theEnglish. 

 

In 1638 Shah Jahan made use of the political intrigues in the Persian empire and 
annexed Kandahar, conquered by Akbar and lost by Jahangir.  

 
The Portuguese had authority over Goa under their viceroy. In Bengal they had 

their chief settlements in faraway Hugli. Shah Jahan ordered the Mughal Governor of 
Bengal, to drive out the Portuguese from their settlement at Hugli. About 200 Portuguese 
at Hugli owned nearly 600 Indian slaves. They had forced many of them to be baptised 
into the Christian faith. Moreover Portuguese gunners from Goa had assisted the Bijapur 
forces against the Mughals. Though the Portuguese defended themselves valiantly, they 
were easily defeated. 
 

In 1641, Shah Jahan’s minister and father-in-law Asaf Khan died. Asaf Khan’s sister 
and Shah Jahan’s old enemy Nur Jahan, survived until December 1645, but lived in 
retirement and never caused him trouble again. 
 

Taj Mahal:  
The Taj Mahal, is the epitome of Mughal architecture, a blend of Indian, Persian 

and Islamic styles. It was built by the Shah Jahan to immortalize his wife Mumtaz Mahal. 
Mumtaz Mahal died in childbirth in 1631, after having been the emperor’s inseparable 
companion since their marriage in 1612. The plans for the complex have been attributed to 
various architects of the period, though the chief architect was Ustad Ahmad Lahawri, an 
Indian of Persian descent. The complex – main gateway, garden, mosque and mausoleum 
(including its four minarets)- were conceived and designed as a unified entity. Building 
commenced in about 1632. More than 20,000 workers were employed from India, Persia, 
the Ottoman Empire and Europe to complete the mausoleum by about 1638–39; the 
adjunct buildings were finished by 1643, and decoration work continued until at least 
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1647. 

 
A contemporary of Louis XIV of France, Shah Jahan ruled for thirty years. In his 

reign the famous Peacock Throne was made for the King. He built the Taj Mahal by the 
side of the Yamuna at Agra. Europeans like Bernier (French physician and traveller), 
Tavernier (French gem merchant and traveller), Mandelslo (German adventurer and 
traveller), Peter Mundy (English Trader) and Manucci (Italian writer and traveller) visited 
India during the reign of Shah Jahan and left behind detailed accounts of India.  

 
During the last days of Shah Jahan, there was a contest for the throne amongst his four 
sons. Dara Shukoh, the eldest, was the favourite of his father. He had been nominated as 
heir apparent, a fact resented by his brothers. Aurangzeb, the third son, was astute, 
determined and unscrupulous. Dara, professed the Sunni religion, but was deeply 
interested in Sufism. A war of succession broke out between the four sons of Shah Jahan in 
which Aurangzeb emerged victorious.  

 
Aurangzeb imprisoned Shah Jahan and crowned himself as the Mughal emperor. 

Shah Jahan died broken hearted as a royal prisoner in January 1666 and was buried in the 
Taj Mahal next to his wife.  
 

Dara Shukoh, who lost the battle for the throne of Delhi to his brother Aurangzeb, 
was known as the Philosopher Prince. He brought different cultures into dialogue and 
found a close connection between Hinduism and Islam. He translated the Upanishads 
from Sanskrit to Persian. 

 
Aurangzeb (1658–1707)  

 
Aurangzeb Alamgir (“World Conqueror”) ascended the throne in 1658 after getting 

rid of all the competitors for the throne, Dara Shukoh, Shuja and Murad, in a war of 
succession. His reign of fifty years falls into two equal parts. During the first twenty-five 
years he resided in the north, chiefly at Delhi, and personally occupied himself with the 
affairs of northern India, leaving the Deccan in the hands of his viceroys. Around 1681 he 
was prompted by the rebellion of one of his sons, Prince Akbar, to go to the Deccan. He 
neverreturned to Delhi, dying disappointed at Ahmad Nagar in 1707.  

 
Aurangzeb conducted several military campaigns to extend the frontiers of the 

Mughal empire. His wars in the northwest and northeast drained the treasury. Already 
under his father, the revenue of the crops had been raised from a third to a half, and the 
extensive and the prolonged military campaigns he waged required him to keep the 
peasantry heavily taxed. Aurangzeb retained Shah Jahanabad as his capital, but after some 
two decades the capital was shifted to wherever Aurangzeb would set up camp during his 
long military campaigns.  

 
In the north there were three major uprisings against Aurangzeb. The Jats (Mathura 

district), the Satnamis (Haryana region), and the Sikhs rebelled against Aurangzeb. The Jat 



 

80 | P a g e APPOLO STUDY CENTRE PH: 044-24339436, 42867555, 9840226187 
 

rebellion (1669), a constant feature even during the reign of Jahangir and Shah Jahan, was 
crushed temporarily but they remained restive even after the death of Aurangzeb. The 
Satnamis revolt was crushed with the help local Hindu zamindars. The Sikh (The Punjab) 
rebellion erupted due to the political intrigues of Ram Rai, a claimant for the position of 
Sikh Guru, against the incumbent Guru Tegh Bahadur. 
This finally ended with the execution of Guru Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Sikh Guru.  
 

Aurangzeb’s decision that the jizya (poll tax) should be levied on Hindus of all 
classes agitated the chiefs of Rajasthan, who had until then served the empire faithfully. 
The death of Jaswant Singh of Marwar brought about a succession issue. The Rajput queen 
Rani Hadi, wife of Raja Jaswant Singh, resented the move of Aurangzeb to install Indra 
Singh, a grandnephew of Jaswant Singh, a titular chief of the state. This led to a revolt with 
the help of Rathor Rajputs, but was effectively put down. The Rana of Mewar, Rana Raj 
Singh, resenting the interference of Aurangzeb in the affairs of Marwar rose in revolt and 
he was supported by Prince Akbar, the rebellious son of Aurangzeb. However, the Rana 
could not match the Mughal forces and fought a guerrilla warfare till his death in 1680. In 
1681 Rana Jai Singh, the new Rana of Mewar, signed a peace treaty with Aurangzeb.  
 
Aurangzeb’s Deccan Policy  

 
The Deccan policy of Aurangzeb was motivated by the policy of containing the 

growing influence of the Marathas, the rebellious attitude of the Shia kingdoms of Deccan 
like Golkonda and Bijapur and to curtail the rebellious activities of his son Akbar who had 
taken refuge in the Deccan. Aurangzeb came to the Deccan in 1682 and remained in the 
Deccan till his death in 1707. The Adil Shahi ruler Sikkandar Adil Shah of Bijapur resisted 
the different forces sent by Aurangzeb. Aurangzeb first sent his son Azam Shah (1685) but 
to no avail. Then he sent another son, Shah Alam to capture Bijapur. Though Bijapur 
Sultan, a Shia Muslim, ably defended the fort, he lost in the end, because Aurangzeb 
himself entered the battlefield and inspired his forces to fight to the finish. Golkonda was 
captured in 1687 after defeating the ruler Abul Hasan. 
 
Against Marathas  

 
The Marathas under Shivaji were a threat to Aurangzeb. Aurangzeb sent two of his 

great generals Shaista Khan and Jai Singh one after the other to capture Shivaji. Jai Singh 
captured Shivaji and took him to Delhi but Shivaji managed to escape to the Deccan. 
Shivaji, employing guerrilla tactics, defied the Mughal forces till his death at the age of 53 
in 1680. Aurangzebwas severely tested by the Marathas till his death in 1707 as the sons of 
Shivaji continued the rebellion. The death of Aurangzeb in 1707 marked a watershed in 
Indian history as the Mughal Empire virtually came to end even though the weak 
successors of Aurangzeb held the throne the next 150 years.  

 
Aurangzeb nursed a grudge against the Sikhs for having supported hisbrother and 

principal rival to the throne, Dara Shukoh. Guru Tegh Bahadur, was killed at Aurangzeb’s 
command. In 1680 Aurangzeb sent a formidable army under his son Akbar to subdue the 
rebellious Rajput kings, but the emperor had not reckoned with his son’s traitorous 
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conduct. Akbar, had declared he the emperor, but was compelled to flee to the Deccan, 
where he enlisted the help of Shivaji’s son, Sambhaji. Aurangzeb decided to take to the 
field himself, and eventually drove his own son into exile in Persia. Sambhaji was 
captured in 1689 and executed. The Sultanates of Bijapur and Golkonda were also reduced 
to utter submission.  

 
Towards the end of his reign, Aurangzeb’s empire began to disintegrate and this 

process was accelerated in the years after his death, when “successor states” came into 
existence. The empire had become too large and unwieldy. Aurangzeb did not have 
enough trustworthy men at his command to manage the more far-flung parts of the 
empire. Many of his political appointees broke loose and declared them independent. 
Aurangzeb’s preoccupation with affairs in the Deccan prevented him from meeting 
political challenges emanating from other parts of the empire. Shortly after the death of 
Aurangzeb, the Mughal Empire ceased to be an effective force in the political life of India.  

 
Aurangzeb re-imposed jizya. He also issued orders that new temples should not be 

constructed; but the repair of old long-standing temples was permitted. These measures 
were rooted not only in his religious faith but also due to political compulsions. Jizya had 
been levied for a long time in India. As a staunch Muslim, Aurangzeb had discontinued 
the practise of levying abwab, a tax levied on the lands over and above the original rent, 
not sanctioned by Shariah. Likewise, the order on temples was also an older one whichin 
practice applied to places where he had political adversaries. In areas where there was no 
political insubordination, Aurangzeb provided endowments to build temples. It should be 
noted that during the reign of Aurangzeb the number of Hindu officials increased when 
compared to the reign of Shah Jahan.  
 
Mughal Society  

 
The population of India is estimated to have been around 15 crores in the 16th 

century and 20 crores in the 18th century. Large areas of land were under forest cover and 
the area under cultivation would have been much less. As agriculture was the prime 
occupation of the society the village community was the chief institution of social 
organisation. Though the nature, composition and governance of village differed from 
place to place there were certain similarities in the village administration. The Muqaddam, 
privileged headman of the village, formed the Panch (Panchayat), an administrative organ 
of the village. The Panch was responsible for collection and maintenance of accounts at the 
village level. The Panch allotted the unoccupied lands of the village to artisans, menials 
and servants for their service to the village.  

 
The middle class consisted of small Mansabdars, petty shopkeepers, hakims 

(doctors), musicians, artists, petty officials of Mughal administration. There was a salaried 
class, and received grants called Madad-i-Mash from the Mughal emperor, local rulers and 
zamindars. This section often became part of the rural gentry and a link between the 
village and the town. Delhi, Agra, Fatehpur Sikri, Lahore, Ahmadabad, Dacca and Multan 
were important cities of the empire which could be ranked along with contemporary 
European cities like London and Paris. 
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The inequality in the standard of life amongst the privileged and the 

underprivileged classes was clear. Among the lower strata of society, the men wore just a 
langota and the women a sari. Footwear was not common. The poor lived in houses made 
of mud and their diet consisted of wheat chapatis with pulses and vegetables. On the 
contrary the Mughal privileged class consisting of zamindars and nobles led an 
ostentatious life. The nobles were Mansabdars who received jagirs or land grants as 
payment according to their ranks. The jagirdars were exploitative and oppressive in 
nature. The nobles maintained a large train of servants, large stables of horses, elephants, 
etc. The nobles lived in fine houses containing gardens with fruit trees and running water. 
They wore the finest of clothing.  

 
The Zamindars, members of dominant clans and castes with armed retainers, were 

a dominant class with privilege over lands of the peasants. Abul Fazal in his Ain-i-Akbari 
enlists the castes that were entitled to be zamindars. While mostly upper caste Hindus and 
Rajputs were zamindars, in certain localities Muslim zamindars existed. The zamindars 
had the right to evict the peasants, in default of payment of rent.  

 
In Mughal social structure, the nobles came mostly from Central Asiaand Iran. 

Afghans, Indian Muslims (shaikhzadas), Rajputs and Marathas also obtained the status of 
nobility. It is estimated that during the reign of Akbar over 15% of the nobility consisted of 
Rajputs. Raja Man Singh, Raja Todar Mal and Raja Birbal were Rajput nobles of repute 
during Akbar. The Rajputs appointed Kayasths and Khatris for various positions in 
government administration. Jahangir, Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb employed Marathas in 
their nobility. For example, Shaji, father of Shivaji, served Shah Jahan for some time.  

 
There were continuous migrations from Central Asia as there were better career 

prospects in India. These migrations led to the enrichment of culture through assimilation 
of diversity. Though the nobility was divided on ethnic lines they formed a composite 
class promoting a syncretic culture by patronising painters, musicians and singers of both 
Persian and Indian origin.  

 
The caste system was a dominant institution in the society. Castes at lower levels 

were subject to much repression. Despite the popular Bhakti movement raising the banner 
of revolt against discrimination, the deprived and disadvantaged classes, who were 
landless peasants, were subject to forced labour.  

 
The Hindu women had only limited right of inheritance. Widow Remarriagewas 

not permitted among upper caste women. Along with household activities the women 
were involved in spinning yarn and helped in agricultural operations. Mughal 
administration discouraged the practise of sati that was prevalent among communities of 
the higher caste. Muslim brides were entitled to receive mehr (money mandatorily paid by 
the groom) at the time of marriage, and also had the right to inherit property, though it 
was not equal to the share of the male members of the family.  
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Economy  
 
The Mughal economy was a forest-based agricultural economy. The forests 

provided the raw materials for the craftsmen. Timber went to carpenters, wood carvers 
and shipwrights, lacquerware makers; wild silk to reelers and weavers; charcoal to iron 
miners and metal smiths. Hence the relationship between manufacturing and the forest 
was very close.  

 
Different classes of the rural population were involved in agriculture. Agriculture 

was the chief activity in the economy. Landless agricultural labourers without right to 
property formed almost a quarter of the population. Zamindars and village headmen 
possessed large tracts of land in which they employed labourers and paid them in cash 
and kind. Well irrigation was the dominant mode of irrigation.  

 
The Ain-i-Akbari lists the various crops cultivated during the Rabi and Kharif 

seasons. Tobacco and maize were introduced in the seventeenth century. Chilli and 
groundnut came later. Pineapple was introduced in the sixteenth century. Grafted 
varieties of mango came to be developed by the Portuguese. Potato, tomato and guava 
came later. Indigo was another important commercial cropduring the Mughal period. 
Sericulture underwent spectacular growth in Bengal to the extent that it became the chief 
supplier of silk to world trade.  

 
As the farmers were compelled to pay land tax they had to sell the surplus in the 

market. The land tax was a share of the actual produce and was a major source of revenue 
for the Mughal ruling class. The administration determined the productivity of the land 
and assessed the tax based on the total measurement. Akbar promulgated the Zabt System 
(introduced by Todal Mal): money revenue rates were now fixed on each unit of area 
according to the crops cultivated. The schedules containing these rates for different 
localities applicable year after year were called dasturs.  

 
The urban economy was based on craft industry. Cotton textile industry employed 

large numbers of people as cotton carders, spinners, dyers, printers and washers. Iron, 
copper, diamond mining and gun making were other chief occupations. Kharkhanas were 
workshops where expensive craft products were produced. The royal kharkhanas 
manufactured articles for the use of the royal family and nobility. The excess production of 
the artisans was diverted to the merchants and traders for local and distant markets.  
 
Trade and Commerce  

 
The political integration of the country with efficient maintenance of law and order 

ensured brisk trade and commerce. The surplus was carried to different parts of the 
country through rivers, and through the roads on ox and camel drawn carts. Banjaras were 
specialised traders who carried goods in a large bulk over long distances. Bengal was the 
chief exporting centre of rice, sugar, muslin, silk and foodfor its textile production grains. 
The Coromandel Coast was reputedKashmiri shawls and carpets were distributed from 
Lahore which was an important centre of handicraft production. The movement of goods 
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was facilitated by letters of credit called hundi. The network of sarais enabled the traders 
and merchants to travel to various places. The traders came from all religious 
communities: Hindus, Muslims and Jains. The Bohra Muslims of Gujarat, Marwaris of 
Rajasthan, Chettiars on Coromandel Coast, and Muslims of Malabar were prominent 
trading communities.  

 
Europeans controlled trade with the West Asia and European countries, and 

restricted the involvement of Indian traders. Moreover, the Mughal Empire, despite its 
vast resources and a huge army, was not a naval power. They did not realise that they 
were living in an era of expanding maritime trade.  

 
Europeans imported spices, indigo, Bengal silk, muslin, calico and chintz. In return, 

India obtained large quantities of silver and gold. Mughal silver coinage fuelled the 
demand for silver.  
 
Religion  

 
The Mughal period witnessed a continuing assertion of all the basic elements in 

puranic traditions. Though it was difficult to speak of Hinduism as a single body of 
doctrine, in view of the countless faiths and innumerable customs and practices, having 
developed in mutual interaction and expressed in a large part in the same language 
(Sanskrit), the different sects of Hinduism yet shared the same idiom and the same or 
similar deities. The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were the centuries of 
Vaishnavism. Tulsidas (Ramcharitmanas) a great proponent of Rama cult in his popular 
verses of devotion portrayed Rama as a god incarnate. The expression of bhakti was 
deeply emotional asthe object of bhakti (devotion) was Krishna, an incarnation of Vishnu.  

 
The Bhakti movement made great strides during this period. Poets and saints 

emerged from various parts of the country. They were critical of rituals, and criticised the 
caste system. Rather than using Sanskrit for expressing their devotion, they employed the 
language of the common people. The radical ideas, and the easy but catchy language often 
set to music made them popular among the masses. Some of the major religious figures 
like Vallabhacharya and his son Vitthalnath propagated a religion of grace; and Surdas, an 
adherent to this sect, wrote Sur-Saravali in the local language. Eknath and Tukaram were 
Bhakti poets from Maharashtra. The Dasakuta movement, a bhakti movement in 
Karnataka, popularised by Vyasaraya, turned out to be a lower class movement.  

 
The most important figure of the Bhakti movement was Kabir. Said to be a weaver, 

Kabir propounded absolute monotheism, condemned image worship and rituals, and the 
caste system. His popular poetry written in a simple language was spread orally across 
large parts of north India.  

 
An interesting aspect of the Bhakti poets was that they came from lower castes 

practising craft and service occupations. Kabir was a weaver, Ravidas, a worker in hides, 
Sain, was a barber, and Dadu, a cotton carder. The Satnami sect in Haryana credited its 
origin to Kabir and his teachings. While Sanskrit and Persian were the languages of 



 

85 | P a g e APPOLO STUDY CENTRE PH: 044-24339436, 42867555, 9840226187 
 

administration and intellectual activity, the vernacular languages demonstrated their 
literary vitality.  
 
Sikhism  

 
Sikhism originated as a popular monotheistic movement, and evolved into one of 

the recognised religions of the world. Guru Granth Sahib, the holy book of Sikhs, 
contained the sayings of Muslim saint Shaikh Farid and of Bhakti poets such as Namdev, 
Kabir, Sain and Ravidas. Guru Nanak believed in one God who was formless and 
omnipresent. He condemned image worship and religious rituals. He stressed ethical 
conduct, kindness to all human beings and condemned caste system.  
 
Sufism  

 
India was a fertile soil for the prevalence of Sufism or Muslim mysticism that had 

its origin in Iran. It was accepted by the orthodox theologians as long as it fulfilled the 
obligations of the shariah. Sufism played a key role in creating religious harmony.  
 
Christianity  

 
Along with the European traders came the Christian missionaries like Roberto De 

Nobili, Francis Xavier. The early missionaries were Catholics. The first Lutheran 
missionaries under Danish patronage arrived in 1706 at Tranquebar and Ziegenbalg 
translated the New Testament of the Bible into Tamil in 1714, and soon the Old Testament 
as well. This was the earliest translation of the Bible in any Indian language. 
 
Science and Technology  

 
The Madrasas continued to be concerned principally with Muslim theology and its 

vast literature. In great learning centres like Varanasi, astrology was taught and there was 
no institution in India, as noted by the French traveller Bernier, to the standards of colleges 
and universities in Europe. This made the imparting of scientific subjects almost 
impossible. Attention was, however, given to mathematics and astronomy. Akbar’s court 
poet Faizi translated Bhaskaracharya’s famous work on mathematics, Lilavati. Despite the 
presence of Europeans, there was no influence of them on the Indian society during the 
Mughal period.  

 
The method of water-lift based on pin-drum gearing known as Persian wheel had 

been introduced during Babur’s time. A complicated system of water lift by a series of 
gear-wheels had been installed in Fatehpur Sikri. Akbar was also credited with 
popularizing the device of cooling water using saltpetre. He is also the first known person 
in the world to have devised the ‘ship’s camel’, a barge on which the ship is built to make 
it easier for the ship to be carried to the sea. Some mechanical devices like the screw for 
tightening, manually driven belt-drill for cutting diamonds were in use. Agricultural tools 
continued to be the same, made entirely of wood. In metallurgy, the inability to produce 
cast iron remained an obvious drawback. As Irfan Habib observed, ‘India’s backwardness 
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in technology was obvious when the matchlock remained the most common weapon in 
Indian armies. In Europe the flintlock had long come into use. Indians continued to use the 
expensive bronze cannon, long after these had become obsolete in Europe. This was 
because of India’s inability to make cast iron even in the seventeenth century.’ 
 
Architecture  

 
Architectural progress during the Mughals is a landmark in world art. Mughal 

buildings were noted for the massive structures decorated with bulbous domes, 
splendorous minarets, cupolas in the four corners, elaborate designs, and pietra dura 
(pictorial mosaic work). The mosques built during the time of Babur and Humayun are 
not of much architectural significance. The Sur dynasty left behind a few spectacular 
specimens in the form of the Purana Qila at Delhi, and the tombs of Sher Shah and Islam 
Shah at Sasaram in Bihar. The Purana Qila with a raised citadel and the tombs on a 
terraced platform surrounded by large tanks were novel features.  

 
During Akbar’s reign, Humayun’s tomb was enclosed with gardens and placed on 

a raised platform. Built by Indian artisans and designed by Persian architects it set a 
pattern to be followed in the future. The Agra fort built with red sandstone is a specimen 
where Rajput architectural styles were also incorporated. The new capital city of Akbar 
Fatehpur Sikri enclosed within its walls several inspiring buildings. The magnificent 
gateway to Fatehpur Sikri, the Buland Darwaza, built by Akbar with red sandstone and 
marble is considered to be a perfect architectural achievement. The mausoleum of Akbarat 
Sikandra near Agra started by Akbar and completed by Jahangir includes some Buddhist 
architectural elements. The tomb of Itimad-ud-daula, father of Nurjahan, built by Jahangir 
was the first Mughal building built completely with white marble.  

 
Mughal architecture reached its apex during the reign of Shah Jahan. The Taj Mahal 

is a marble structure on an elevated platform, the bulbous dome in the centre rising on a 
recessed gateway with four cupolas around the dome and with four free-standing 
minarets at each of its corners is a monument of universal fame. The Red Fort in Delhi, 
encompassed by magnificent buildings like Diwan-I Aam, Diwan-i-Khas, Moti Mahal and 
Hira Mahal reflect the architectural skills of the times of Shah Jahan. The Moti Masjid 
inside the Agra Fort made exclusively of marble, the Jama Masjid in Delhi, with its lofty 
gateway, series of domes and tall and slender minarets are the two significant mosques 
built by Shah Jahan. He also established a new township, Shah jahanabad (present-day 
Old Delhi) where Red Fort and Jama Masjid are located. Aurangzeb’s reign witnessed the 
construction of Badshahi mosque in Lahore and the marble tomb of Rabia ud daurani, 
known as Bibi-ka-maqbara (Tomb of the Lady) at Aurangabad.  

 
The Shalimar Gardens of Jahangir and Shah Jahan are showpieces of 

Indianhorticulture. Apart from the many massive structures, the Mughals contributed 
many civil works of public utility, the greatest of them being the bridge over the Gomati 
River at Jaunpur. The most impressive feat is the West Yamuna Canal which provided 
water to Delhi.  
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Mughal architecture influenced even temple construction in different parts of the 
country. The temple of Govind Dev at Vrindavan near Mathura and Bir Singh’s temple of 
Chaturbhuj at Orchchaa (Madhya Pradesh) display Mughal influence.  
 
Paintings  

 
The Mughals achieved international recognition in the field of painting. Mughal 

miniatures are an important part of the museums of the world. Ancient Indian painting 
traditions kept alive in provinces like Malwa and Gujarat along with the central Asian 
influences created a deep impact in the world of painting. The masters of miniature 
painting, Abdu’s Samad and Mir Sayyid Ali, who had come to India from Central Asia 
along with Humayun inspired Indian painters. The primary objective of painting was to 
illustrate literary works. The Persian text of Mahabharata and Akbar Namah were 
illustrated with paintings by various painters. Daswant and Basawan were famous 
painters of Akbar’s court. European painting was introduced in Akbar’s court by 
Portuguese priests. During Jahangir’s time portrait painting and the painting of animals 
had developed. Mansur was a great name in this field. The great Dutch painter Rembrandt 
was influenced by Mughal miniatures. While Shah Jahan continued the tradition of 
painting, Aurangzeb’s indifference to painting led to dispersal of the painters to different 
parts of the country and thereby led to promotion of painting in the provinces. 
 
Music and Dance  

 
According to Ain-i-Akbari, Tansen of Gwalior, credited with composing of many 

ragas, was patronised by Akbar along with 35 other musicians. Jahangir and Shah Jahan 
were patrons of music. Though there is a popular misconception that Aurangzeb was 
against music, a large number of books on Indian classical music were written during his 
regime. His queens, princes and nobles continued to patronise music. The later Mughal 
Muhammad Shah was instrumental in inspiring important developments in the field of 
music. Paintings in Babur Namah and Padshah Namah depict woman dancing to the 
accompaniment of musical instruments.  
 
Literature  

 
Persian, Sanskrit and regional languages developed during the Mughal rule. 

Persian was the language of administration in Mughal Empire and the Deccan states. It 
influenced even the Rajput states where Persian words were used in administration. Abul 
Fazal patronised by Akbar compiled the history of Akbar in Akbar Nama and described 
Mughal administration in his work Ain-i-Akbari. The Ain-i-Akbari is commendable for its 
interest in science, statistics, geography and culture. Akbar Namah was emulated by 
Abdul Hamid Lahori and Muhammad Waris in their joint work Padshah Nama, a 
biography of Shah Jahan. Later Muhammad Kazim in his Alamgir Nama, a work on the 
reign of the first decade of Aurangzeb, followed the same pattern. Babur’s autobiography 
written in Chaghatai Turkish was translated into Persian by Abdur Rahim Khan-e-
Khanan. Dabistan is an impartial account of the beliefs and works of different religions. 
Persian literature was enriched by translations of Sanskrit works. The Mahabharata was 
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translated underthe supervision of Abul Faizi, brother of Abul Fazal and a court poet of 
Akbar. The translation of Upanishads by Dara Shukoh, entitled Sirr-I-Akbar (the Great 
Secret), is a landmark. The Masnawis of Abul Faizi, Utbi and Naziri enriched Persian 
Poetry in India.  

 
The Sanskrit works produced during the Mughal rule are impressive. Sanskrit 

literature of this period is noted for the kavyas and historical poetry. Rajavalipataka, a 
kavya, written by Prajna bhatta which completed the history of Kashmir belonged to reign 
of Akbar. Graeco-Arabic learning was transmitted to India through Persian works in the 
form of Sanskrit translations. Akbar’s astronomer Nilakantha wrote the Tajika 
Neelakanthi, an astrological treatise. Shah Jahan’s court poet Jaganatha Panditha wrote the 
monumental Rasagangadhara. 
 

The greatest contribution in the field of literature during the Mughal rule was the 
development of Urdu as a common language of communication for people speaking 
different dialects. Regional languages acquired stability and maturity and some of the 
finest lyrical poetry was produced during this period. Abdur Rahim Khan-e-Khanan 
composed Bhakti poetry with a blend of Persian ideas of life and human relations in the 
Brij form of Hindi. Tulsidas who wrote in Awadhi, the Hindi dialect spoken in the eastern 
Uttar Pradesh, was very popular for his devotional ideals. Marathi literature had an 
upsurge due to the literary contribution of Eknath, Tukaram, Ramdas and Mukteshwar 
during this period. Eknath questioned the superiority of Sanskrit over other languages. 
The verses of Tukaram kindled monotheism. Mukteshwar composed Ramayana and 
Mahabharata in literary Marathi.  

 
Krishnadevaraya, the Vijayanagar ruler, through his Amuktamalyada (an epic 

poem on the Tamil woman poet, Andal) and his court Poet Allasani Peddana with his 
Manu Charitra were the leading beacons of Telugu literature during this period. 
Malayalam which had separated from Tamil as a language received a separate literary 
identity during this period. Ramayana and Mahabharata were composed in Malayalam. In 
Assamese language the tradition of Bhakti poetry was emulated by Shankara Deva who 
initiated a new literary tradition. Assamese literary works were produced in the fields of 
astronomy, arithmetic, and treatment of elephants and horses. Ramayana and 
Mahabharata were also retold in the Assamese language. The Chaitanya cult which 
portrayed the love of Krishna and Radha in poetic verses promoted Bengali literature. The 
Guru Granth Sahib, the holy book of the Sikhs compiled by Guru Arjun in which the 
verses of theSikh Gurus as well as Shaikh Farid and other monotheists are a landmark in 
the evolution of Punjabi language.  

 
During this period Tamil literature was dominated by Saivite and Vaishnavite 

literature. Kumaraguruparar, a great Saiva poet, is said to have visited Varanasi in the late 
seventeenth century. He composed important literary works such as Meenakshiammai 
Pillai Tamil and Neethineri Vilakkam. Thayumanavar wrote highly devotional verses with 
compassion for all humanity and he formulated a sanmargathat tried to bridge differences 
between the various Saivite sects. The Christian missionaries like Roberto de Nobili and 
Constantine Joseph Beschi contributed much too Tamil language.  
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The empire the Mughals built at the national level made an everlasting impact on 

India as they knit the fragments into a single political unit, well aided by an effective 
central administration. Multiple identities also got synthesized in the process leading to 
the evolution of a unique culture that is Indian. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


